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Introductory note to users who find this waterial in the ERIC-system

The Homestay Program Orientation Manual was developed in 1982 by the

Research Department of AFS International for the training and orienta-
in order to improve their English language skills., In AFS's "Homestay
Program,' the students —— who ranged in age from 16 to over 30 == spend
roughly half their stay in a university setting where they teeeive for-
mal instruction in English, and the remaining time living with a family
somewhere in the U.S. While at the university, the studernts also re-
céive cultural training; the manual was developed to be the guidebook
for that training.

The manual, as originally designed, included eight units or modules:

six of these appear herein. Missing are the first and the last; which

are highly AFS-specific: Therefore, the units herein are designated

using Roman numerals as IE through VII. Their titles are:
II. Daily Routines and Interpersonal Relationships of U.S. People
III. How to Play Baseball, the All-American Game
IV: Govermment of the U.S:A:: Local,; State,; and Federal
V. History of the U.S.A.: Focus on Key Presidents™
VI. Values of U.S. People: Focus on Proverbs and Expressions
VII: Family and Kinship in the U:S:4A:
The materials that have been prepared for the Eaciiitaccrs of orienta-
tion groups incliude both & step-by-step leader's guide and one or more

preparatory readings for each unit; these are designated by pagination

including a Roman numeral and an Arabic numeral (IV-1, IV-2, IV-3, etc:):

The materials for the students ——- which originally appeared in a separate

handbook —-- are placed herein immediately after the related facilitator's

materials and are designated by pagination including the letter '"S" be-

tween the two numerals (IV-S-1, IV-S-2, IV-S-3, etc:): The number of
pages of materials for students ranges from bne to nine.

Following are some of the instructions to group facilitators that ap-
peared in the original version of the manual.

Look at the leader's giiide for the session entitled "How to Play Baseball,

the All-American Game."** This begins on page III-l1. First, you will
flnd five pages devoted to a formal outline of this session. Note that

* Before using Unit V, read the information on page V-25:

Hk Unit II was not chosen for 1llustrat1ve purposes because it is unusual
in not including preparatory readings for the group facilitator.




you should attempt to get across to the students. We expect that; to
the extent that the English competence of the members of your group al-
lows; you will go beyond this basic ééntent., Sources on which you may

opinions, (2) the preparatory readings for each session, and,(3)ﬁother
sources and materials that you may possess or be able to find. Note
also that within each point in the outline, a title or phrase has been

typed in italics. This is the main idea within the larger point, that

is, the idea on which you should focus if the members of your group have

especially 1imited English skills. 1In other words, the italicized por-
tions represeint the minimum content of the orientation sessions.

After the formal outlinme for each session you will find the preparatory

readings: 1In the case of Unit III, these begin on page III-6. These

are for you to study before you beg1n the orientation session. The pre-

paratory articles have not been written for you to read to the students
during the orientation session; but rather for your private perusal be-—
fore the session begins.

Now looR at the tiaterials prepared for the students, which in the case

of Unit IIT begin on page III-S-l. Please note that these students'
materials are not intended as a collection of homework assigmments, and

are not intended as a wcrkbcok to be completed during the orientation

sessions The students' materials are a resource for You to use during

each actual orientation session. They are a resource that should be put
into the hands of the individual students at the beginning of the session.

the firm belief that,you, the group leader, have as mugh to contrlbute
to the excellence and success of each orientation sSession as we have.
You are a person who knows a great deal about the ways of U.S. people;
you have your insights {and your anecdbtes) about the U.S. lifestyle,
and these are 3ust as valuable as ours. Even more important, you know

your own personal style of teaching and Ieading groups. We want you to

cracies, their abilities to use the English language. Finally, you have

give free rein to your style, and to make these orientation sessions as

much an expression of gou as they are of the content outiined herein;

We have prepared these notes on the assumption that the format of each

orientation session will tend more toward being a formal presentation
(or lecture) than toward being an experiential exercise. But we urge
you to feel free to introduce a variety of learning methods into your

orientation sessions.

Cornelius Lee Grove
Bettina Hansel
AF§ International

313 East 43rd Street
New York, NY 10017 USA
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Homestay Program Oriertation

Leader's Guide

Objectives: 1. To familiarize the students with some of the cultural
patterns of behavior found in the U.S.

Students'
Materiais: Homestag Program Orientation Manual (Gne per student)
teader's
Materials: None required for this session. However; the leader may
wish to bring a place setting {plate and silverware) to this
session in order to demonstrate the U.S. style of table
manners.
Time o
Required. Approximately two hours, eructured ~as follows:
20 minutes: Part I - Social Life
25 minutes: Part II - Norn~Verbal Behav1or
10 ginutes' Part III - Conception of Friendship in the U.S.
10 minutes: Part IV - Use of TImEfin the U.S.
5 minutes: Part V - Riding im the €ar
5 minutes: Part VI ~ Special Rules for Smokers
15 minutes: Part VII - Meals '
30 minutes: Part VIII - Arourid the House
Discussion: It is assumed that the leader kmnows the patterns of behavior

and relationships in the U.S. Therefore; only an outline is
provided here to suggest those topics which might be touched
on during the session., The time guidelines presented above
pertaining to any particular tGpic should be encouraoed.r The
leader should make certain that at least the first five topics
are covered. If there are no smokers in the group, Part VI

should be ellminated.

PART I--SOCIAL LIFE

Point 1: People in the U.S. display certain ratterns of behavior when
going out with friends.

1. Whern friends go out together, each person usually pays his
or her own way urless one persont specifically offers to treat
the other.
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Friends may frequently consult each other if they are

2.
unsure how to dress for a particular occasion.
Point 2: In the v.s., a teenaged bog and glrl frequently go out

together on a date.

1:

Traditionally, the boy invites the girl on a date and

pays for her ticket or meal:. He also picks the girl up

at her house and brings her home. Today this pattern is
not always followed, however, and a boy and girl may go
out as friends; each paying his or her own way,; or the
girl may offer to pay for both. Increasingly, girls arte
feeling free to inVité boys out for dates.

Many teenagers in the U S. are sexually active. This is
by no means universal, however, and no .person should feel

pressiured into sexual activity because "this is what
Americans do."

:Displays of affection, such as kissing and hand holding;

are quite common between boys and girls who are dating,

even in some pubiic places. Often, snch kissing and‘
relationship; but only that the couple like each other,
or find each other attractive. Sometimes a téenaged
couple w1ll park the car on a "Lover s Lane on the way
to show their affection. Again, no one should feel
pressiured into kissing a date.

Point 3: Parties in the U.S. are different from parties in other

countries.

1.

At parties in the U.S., it is common for people to

from group_to group. The conversations at a party tend
to be brief; when there is a lull in the conversation,
the people in the group will excuse themselves by

saying someth1ng appropriate such as, "Well it was

hello to a friend of mine who has just arrived." It

is also acceptable for a person to leave the group in

order to get a drink or some food:. These people then move

toward other groups to join in new conversations.

Although the first guests to arrive at a party may. be

introduced to each other, as more guests arrive; the guests
are expected to introduce themselves to each other.

If an American comes to a party with a friend or a date,

it is not éXﬁéctéd that théy remain tagether throﬁghout



hostess. They will probably seek each other out froii
time to time, hHowever, and will leave the party together.

PART II--NON-VERBAL COMMUNICATION

Point 1: People -in the U.S. have certain expectations about when
they may touch each other.

1. In general Americans do not touch each other frequently.

2. Touching ‘someone too long or too often may be taken

often than not as a sign of homosexuality, and is there-
fore avoided. However, a sexual attraction for members

of the opposite sex is viewed as normal, and pubiic hand

holding between men and women is generally accepted:

Similarly, Americans of the same sex do mot kiss each

other in greeting, although women (and onig women) may

do so on occasion: ©On the other hanu, men and women may
kiss in greeting; and this is common in some; but not
all; social circles.

3. It is common to hold hands with young children; or to
hug them, or _pat them on the head. However, this type
of touching is acceptable only for friends or relatives
of the family. It is not acceptable to touch a stranger's
chiid:

4. Touching strangers; except in extremely crowded conditions;

is not acceptable; and un American will usually apologize
for accidentally touching a stranger.

5. Tapping somieone on the shoulder to attract his attention
is acceptable, but an American will often apologize for
disturbing the person he or she has tapped.

Point 2: People in the U.S. have certain expectations about personal
space.

i: When conversing, AmerIcans generally stand about one-half

meter apart:

2. In a public place; such as a doctor's office; a train
station; or a beach, -Americans will sit or stand as far
away from strangers as the space and the crowd will allow
{up to a maximum of about five or six meters). Researchers
have conducted experiments_in the U.S. showing that, in
crowded places, people will generally move away if a
stranger sits in the chair right next to them and there
dare other chairs available that ate tiot fiext to sotmeone else.

S




Point 3:

people in the U.S. display certain eye behavior when
conversing with each other.

1. In conversation, people in the U.S. look each other in

the face frequentiy, but not constantiy.

2. Americans may feel embarassed if a person tries to look
cdnstantiy 1nto their eyes, and will probably look away.

3. On the other hand, 1f eye cpntact. is tdtaiiy,aveided,
the American may feel that the other person isn't lis-
tening.

4. A frequent eye behavior pattern in a conversation is

that the listener looks into the speaker's face while

the speaker's eyes wander and occasionally look at the

iistener for acknowledgement.
bPeople in the U.S. use certain gestures in communication.

(these should be demonstrated by the leader.)

1. 0.K. (Circle made with thumb and index finger)
2. Yes (Nodding the head); No (Shaking the head)
3. I don't know (Shrugging the shoulders)

4; T forgot: (Smapping the fingers; or hitting the forehead
with the palm of the hand)

5. Good luck. (Crossing the fingers)
6. Good (Thumbs Up); Bad (Thumbs down)

7. Hello. (Waving)

8. Come here. (Beckoning with the palm up)

9. I can't hear: (Hand cupped around the ear)
10: We've got a secret; or I Iike you (Wink)

11. Oh no! Here we gé again. éRblling the é?éS;

pression)
13. Get out of here, I don't believe you, (fushing away
with hand)

T
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(The leader should feel free to demonstrate amy other

gestures which are common in the U.S: It would be also

useful to call the students' attention to the facial

expressions that may accompany the gestures made;)

»

PART III--CONCEPTION OF FRIENDSHIP IN THE U.S.

Point i: People in the U.S. tend to be very friendly with almost
everyone they meet; however, most of these relationships
remain superficial and do fiot lead to irncreasing intimacy.

Point 2: Americans may deveipp a few intimate friendships, but these

may fade away easily if the circumstances change~-for example;

if one friend moves to anothe: part of the country, changes
JQbS, or marries. Hsuaily, neither friend is hurt by this
fading; and both are pleased; if they meet again in the

future; to pick up the friendship where it left off.

Point 3: Because Americans are highly mobile, they tend to develop
Skills that enable them to make friends in a new setting.
This is still difficult, however, and people who are new toO
a community will frequently seek out sports clubs, churches,
or community groups as a way of meeting people and making
frisnds.

PART IV--USE OF TIME IN THE U.S.

Point 1: Americans are very timé-conscious. Many events in the
daily life, such as waking, eating, and sleeping, are
ngéfﬂSd b? the clock.

Point 2: It is generallg 1mportant to be punctual in tie U. S.,
especially for appointments, meals, or dates.

Point 3: For the theater, weddings, funerals, public lectures, or

sports events; peopile in the U.S: need to arrive about

10 minutes before the time specified. In some cases——
symphonies or ballets; for example -~ anyone who arrives
after the production has begun will be made to wait in the
lobby until the end of the first number or act; so that
others in the aundience will not be disturbed by the late-
comers.

Point %: Americans do not arrive before the app01nted t1me to a
party,,but will arrive within five to ten minutes after the
appointed time for a dinner or luncheon party, and will
arrive angwﬁere from one—half to one hour after the
appointed time for parties that do not Inciude a meal.

Some parties are considered "Open House" parties or receptions:

10
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In these cases; the guests may arrive at any time during

the two or three hours that are indicated on the invitation.

PART V-—RIDING IN THE CAR

Point 1: It is generally assumed that marrled couples or couples

on a date will sit niext to edch other in the car. In most
cases, there is no segregation of the sexes in the car.

Point 2: The driver should not be left alone in the front seat if

anyone else is riding in the car. Ridlng in a taxi is the

only exception to this rule, and in some cases a passenger

may rIde up front with the taxi driver.

Point 3: If three people will be traveling by car, all three may
sit in the front seat if the car is large enough. This is
so no. one will be left isolated in the back seat.

PART VI=-=SPECIAL RULES FOR SMOKERS

Point 1: A smoXker should ask permission to smoke in the car or in

a private home: Some people are bothered by the smoke;

and a request not to smoke should be respected.

Point 2: Make sure that there are not any "No Smoking” signs before

smoking in a public place. Generally, it is not permitted
to smoke in stores or theaters; although some movie houses
have smoking sections. It is generally permissible to smoke
in restaurants, though some have "No Smoking' sections.

Point 3: It is not necessary to offer c1garettes to evergone in the

room when gou are smbkzng at a party. Americans tend to

assume that smoking is a personal habit rather than a social

one: However, it is customary to offer a cigarette to

another smoker, and it is generally acceptable to ask for a

cigarette--but not too frequently--if you have run out.

Point &: At a restaurant, it 1Is better not to smoke until all of _ _
those at your table have finished eating. 1t is acceptable
to smoke before the meal arrives; however. Some restaurants
now have "No Smokiug" sections, and patrons are generally
informed of this fact when théy enter the restaurant.

Poiat 1: Americans generailg eat three meals a day. Breakfast can be a

bIg meal, a light meal; or skipped entirely: Lunch is eaten

around noon,; and frequentiy consists of a sandwich or barger.

Dinner or supper is the main meal of the day in most U:S.
households; it usuailly begins between 6:00 and 8:00 PM.

<11




Point 2: Table manners in the U.S. are somewhat different from
those in other countries. Some general rules are pre-
sented below: ,

1. There are dlfferent rules for eatlng and using the

Keep the 1eft,héﬁd ih thé 1ép ﬁhilé,éét;ﬁg.
Keep the napkin on the lap except when in use.
Use both hands to cut meat with the knife and
fork. However, after each piece is cut, the

knife is laid across the plate, the fotk is

mioved to the right hand, and the left hand is
returned to the lap.

e Tte side of the fork may also be used for cutting.

o When butter is served; use the knife on the but-
ter ﬁléfe to cut a piece of butter. Transfer
this piece of butter from the knife to the din-
der plate; then use your own knife to spread the
butter.

While eating the meal any p1ece of 811verware
that is temporarlly not being used should be

laid across the top edge of the plate (demon-
strate which is the top edge). When the meal

is finished, all used pieces of sxlverware should

be placed across the center of the plate as a

sign that you have finished.

pajamas”and bathrobes. People in ;he U. S now very
rarely "dress' for dinner in formal or semi-formal
clothing.

3. Conversation is expected during the meal; as are

appreciative comments about the food:

4. 1In many famxixes, anyone wishing to leave the -din-

ner table for any reason must first ask to be ex—

cused from the table. Permission to leave the table
is given by the parents.

5. After a meal, some or all family members clear the
dishes from the table. Guests should offer to help
as well.

people in tHe U.S. dress quite Informally, even,

in some cases, im bathing suits. On these occasions

people are more likely to eat with their fingers

rather than be bothered with silverware.

Point 3: Snacks may be eaten between ﬁéélé, especially in the
afternoon or late in the evening.

12




PART VIII==AROUND THE HOUSE

Point 1:

People in the U.S. have certain expectations about use
of and behavior in the bedroom.

1.

Bedrooms are considered private spaces in the home.

Members of a family will usually knock on the door

before entering someone else's bedroom, even if the
door is open.

Each person in the home is expected to make his or

her own bed every morning, unless told otherwise.

People in the U.S. have certain expectations about the

use of the bathroom and proper personal hygiene.

1s

19, ]

Many U:S: families insist on privacy in the bath-
room: In these cases; family members will close
(and perhaps lock) the door when they are in the

'Béthfé6ﬁ and 6théf§ ﬁiéhiﬁg to use thé béthrbbﬁ

room 1eaves For thls reason, many families in
the U S have several bathrooms. In other famxlxes,

closed bathroom door is respected*

& Full bathroom in the U.S. encloses a bathtub or

shower; a sink; and a toilet. A half bathroom

has only the t011et and sink.

Although families usually have to pay for the hot
water they use, most people in the U.S. will show-
er or take a bath daily. Showers are kept brief,

for the most part, to save on hot water.

People in the U.S. generally dislike body odor, and

most of them use an underarm deodorant daily; espe-

cially in warm weather:

Americans also wash their hair frequently; some
wash it daily.

Most people in the U.S. brush their teeth twice or
three times a day, and mouthwashes are popular to
prevent bad breath.

In the U.S. soap in the bathroom is shared by all;

pebple do not have individual bars of soap. Towels

are more 1Ike1y to be for individual use; but this

rule is violated in many families.

13



Point 3: . People in the U.S. have certain expectations concerning
laundry.

1. Most middle-class families in the U:S: have washing

”'chines and dryers in the home, and all but the

most delicate clothes are washed in the machine.

2; People in the U.S. wear clean underwear and socks

as well

Point 4: People in the U:.S: have certain expectations about how

work is done in the kitchen:

1. 1In American families; children who are old enough
are usually expected to prepare their own smacks.

2. Children in American families frequently wash and/

or dty the dishes for the family as part of their

regular chores: Boys may be asked to do this as

well as girls:

3. 1In some households; the mother may be possessive of

"her" kitchen; and expects other members of the
family to treat her as the boss in the thchén In
these cases the father and ch11dren may also work
in the kitchen, but follow the directiors set down
by the mother.

Point 5: People in the U.S. have certain expectations about per-

sonal property within the fam:lg.

1: Children and parents often indiﬁidﬁalli own certain
items in the house which are not shared freely with
other members of the family. This is most likely
to be true of items that are located in the bed-

rooms.

2. Brothers and slsters ask each other to borrow 1n—

3. All combs, cosmetics; clothes, coats; and even um-
brellas in some cases are individually owned and
are not borrowed,; usually; without the permission

5. Telev1510n sets and sterecs that are located in the

living room or family room are likely to be shared

14




by all members of the family. However; these may
also be considered the individual property of one or

6. Games; records; and books -—- no matter where they are kept=—
may also be individually owned.

7. Americans will generally lend almost any individually

biut want the borrowers to ask permission first.

Point 6 People in the U:S: have certain expectations comcerning

noise and silence:

1. Americans are easily disturbed by the noises that others
make. Many city governments have a department to deal.
with noise complaints; and there are laws which prohibit
loud noise at certain times.

2. When anyone in the house is asleep, other people inm the
household will try to keep the noise level down:

3. On the other hand, Americans are also bothered by silence,

and may keep a radio or television turmed on in the

background while they work. "

4. A long ﬁéfi63”§§ﬁéiléﬁéé in a conversation is embarassing
silence by saying whatever they can think of to say.
Americans will frequently try to draw out a person who
is seen as too quiet.




WHAT TO EXPECT WHEN INTERACTING WITH PEOPLE
FROM_THE UNITED STATES

Expect informality -- we treat everyone more OTr

less alike regardless of differences in social
atatus,

Expect personal questions -- they are our way of

finding common ground on which to build a rela-

tionship:

Expect directness and candidness == we value ob-

jectivity and accuracy in many social situations;

and may seem overly blunt or unfee11ng when res-

ponding to questions or giving advice.

Expect concern for personal property - we tend

before sharing our things with others.

Expect relatively little touching -- touching and
hand holding ate often seen as signs of sexual
attraction.

Expect punctuality -- we are consc1ous of the

passage of time and like people to be ''on time."

have servants, and we 11ke everyorne to assist
with chores around the house so they can be done
qulckly in order to leave free time for activi-

ties.

Expect male-female equality -- we are trying to

build a society in which distinctions between
the sexes are minimized:

Expect to introduce yourself to others -- we ad-

mire peOpte who are assertive and forward; and we

don't expect strangers to wait to be imtroduced:

Expect little or no knowiedge of your culture --

although our government is deeply involved in -

world affa1rs, we as a people have taken little

interest in other nations and cultures.

b~



Homestay Program Orientation

_HOW _TO PLAY BASEBALL, THE ALL-AMERICAN GAME

Objectives:

Students'
Materials:

Leader's

Materials:.

T1me
Requlred

Follow-up
Activity:

Leader's Guide

1. To prov1de a br1ef Intro@gggrog to the origins of
baseball and its significance to the people of the
United States:

2. To give basic instruction regarding the playing of
baseball.

3. To play baseball.

1. For preparatory read1ng, see (1nc1uded herein):

a. A Brief History of Baseball _
b. An Inning in a Hypothetical Game
2. Blackboard or flipchart; on which the Leader will
have drawn a plan of a baseball diamond; similar to
the draw1ng found in the student manual; this will
be used in giving basic instruction regard1ng the
playing of baseball. It is assumed that the Lgadet
will be familiar with the basic procedures involved
ind playlng baseball.
3: Bas1c equlpment for playlng baseball including:
softball
fielders' gloves (as many as poss1b1e)
other paraphernalia (e.g., catcher's mask) as
available

o0 om

'M1n1mum of three hours, structured as follows

30 minutes: Part I_- History of Baseball in the U:S:
60 minutes: Part II - How to Play Baseball
90 minutes: Part III -~ Play Ball!

organ1zed by the Homestay Program staff.

PART 1 - HISTORY OF BASEBALL IN THE U.S.

Point 1:

in Cooperstown, New Ybrk, 1n 1839, However hrstorxcal

research shows that baszball was played in the U.S: as

early as the 1820s.

17



Point

Point

Point

Point

Point

Point

Point

Point

Point

Alexander J. Cartwright; ,1ntended for the New York i
Knickerbocker Baseball Club; they were quickly adopted
by other clubs. These rules specified that the game
was over when one team scored 21 runms.

A different set of rules was drawn up for baseball
clubs in Massachusetts. 1In 1857, a convention was
held in New York City to arrive at a common set of

rules. At about this time, the, Natlonal Association
of Baseball Players (NABP) was formed:

From 1820 until 1870, all baseball players were ama-

teurs; that is; they were not (openly) paid money to

play ball The Cincinnati Red Stockings was the first
team to pay salaries_to all its players. _Today; in
spite of professional baseball; many people in the U.S.
play baseball as an amateur sport.

After the U.S. Civil War (1860-1865), there was a size-
able irncrease in the number of people mlgratlng froti
the country51de to the cities in the U.S. As these
cities became more crowded, the rural way of life be-

came increasingly idealized: Baseball became assoc-

iated with the good; clean, healthy rural 1life, and

more and more became the national pastime:

At first; baseball was a pastime primarily for "white-
collar" workers. However; employers of ''blue-collar"

workers increasingly promoted the playing of the sport
by their men (égéiﬁét teams formed by other ceﬁpéﬁiéé);
emplogers wented their Wbrkers tb engage in this thle—

houses;

The National Association of Professional Baseball

Players was formed in 1871, but became discredited due

to_gambling and the se111ng of liquor at games. In
1876; the National League of Professional Ball Clubs
ﬁaé fbfﬁéd’ it §t6hibitéd éelliﬁg 1idﬁ6f at games and

1903‘ a National Comm1531on was formed under which there
were two ieagues the American League and the Nationai

League: At this time most teams were in cities in the

Northeast and Midwestern regions of the U:S:
Siﬁce 1950, the creation of new teams and the relocation
cated in most major U.S. cities. (Map in student manual.)

At the end of the playing season (April - October), the
winning team in the American League plays the winning
team in the National teague in the World Series. Pecple

throughout the U:S. take enormous interest in the Series:
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PART II -— HOW TO PLAY BASEBALL

Point 1:

Point 2:

Point 3:

,,,,,,,,,,

game to be played are the f0110w1ng

a: A 1arge erld, on a corner of which are _arranged

four "bases” in the shape of a squaré or '"diamond."

The bases may be sandbags; pieces of wood; even

rocks. (rield diagram and glossary of terms in stu-
dent manual.)

b: Two teams of nlnerpiagers each- Informal games may

be pIayed with six to ten players, so long as each

team has an equal number of players:

c. A wooden bat and a small ball. In profe551ona1
games, a smaller "hardball" is used. In amateur

games, a larger "softball " is used. (Pass around

examples of bats and balls:)
d. Not absolutely essent1a1 but Highiy reccﬁmeﬁded

are baseball gloves for each player. These aid in
catching the ball aﬁd prevent injury to the hand.

The glove is worn on the hand that the player does

not throw with. (Pass around examples of gloves.)

A basic feature of any baseball game is that the two

- teams take turns "batting"” and "fielding.” 1In a standard

game; each team gets nine turns at both batting and field-
ing. Shorter—games-may-be-played-by-comnon-agreement .
a; "Batting” means that individual members of the team,

one after another; take turns standing at home plate
and using the bat to try to hit the pitched ball.
The ball is pitched by the "pitcher'" of the opposite
team. If a batter hits the ball; he runs around the
bases and_tries not to be "put out" by the players on
the opposing team.

b. "Fielding” means that the entire team is positioned
in the field, trying to catch hit balls, and trying
to put out runners after they have hit the ball. The
players haveé assigned positions in the field.. (Use
the field diagram in student manual to show the posi-
tions of the defensive players.)

Another basic feature of any game is that the teams swap

posxtzons (between batting and fieidzng) whenever the

batting team makes three outs. There are four basic ways

in which members of the erldxng team can put out members

of the batting team: They are:
a. The pitcher can "strike out” the batter. This occurs

if the pitcher throws three pitches that the batter

either swings at without hitting, or that are judged

(by the umpire) to be good enough so that the batter
should have tried to hit them. If a batter hits one
of the pitches; three more ways of getting him out
remain:

19
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hlt ball before the ball touches the ground. If
the hall touches the ground before be1ng caught

ways of gettlng him out remain:

c. Any_ flelder ‘can put out a batter (runn r) lf the
Ffielder, while in contact with the ball, gets to
a base and touches it before the runner does.
Or, the fielder may stand in contact with the
base and catch the ball; f the balI gets to the

fielder before the runner gets to the base, the
.runner is out.

fielder, while ln contact w:th the ball, touehes
the runner except when the runner is already on

one of the bases. A runner on base cannot be tag-
ged out.

Point &4: The principal objective of a baseball game is to make
points. A point is made only when a member of the bat-

tlng team has gone around all four bases, speczflcallg,

a. A_ batter who has h1t the ballfdoes not have to run
all around the four bases. If the ball is not
caught before 1t touches the ground, the batter
may run to first base and stop, or on to seeond
base and stop, or on to third base and stop,ior

are the wayg around to home plate. In the l1ast

case, the batter has hit a "home run.'

b. Batters (that is, runﬁérs) Vih'o’ are gtappea on any

as part of their body is in contact with the base.

Rumnners advance to the next base when another mem-

runners may advance more than one base:. Runners

may advance at other txmes too, 1f they are fast

stea11ng a base.

c. At no time may two runners be together on one base.

If they are; the one who arrived last is out.

d. 2 batter may get to first base by "walking.” The

batter '"walks' when the pitcher throws him four bad

pitches €in the judgement of the umpzre) A batter

who gets to fIrst base by wa1k1ng may make a po1nt

Q 23()
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Point 5:

e. Runners on ang base when their team makes its

third out lose their chance to trg to get to

home piate. Base rumners do not return to their

base the next time their team has a turn at bat-
ting.

‘

game between the Greegs 7agd thg "Blues. "'7Th;s will
hélp you get a better feel for the nature of the game.

(U§e the preparatory readxng entltled An Innlng in a

dlamond on the f11pchart or blackboard, to walk your
group throogh an inning of a baseba’l game: Or, if

you wish, create your own story to achieve the same

purpose. )

PART III -= PLAY BALL!

Directions:

Yo gorp v

Take your group members to a suitable place on campus

and piay baii. You may wish to combine with one or

more other groups in order to have enough students for

two complete teams. Make your arrangements beforehand
with the other Group Leaders.

witii those Homestay Program Stiidents who wish to do so.

R1
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A Brief History of Baseball

It is a popular legend in the U.S. that baseball was 1nvented by Abner
Doubleday in Coopérgtoaﬁ, New York in the year 1839. The Baseball
Museuni and Hall of Fame is located iin Cooperstowd, and Cooperstown is
consideréad the official b1rthplace of the game. However, sports his-—

torians generally do not accept this legend Earl1er references in

children's games books and wr1t1ngs show that a game called baseball

existed in the 18205, and was played in very much the same. way as

Doubleday's game. Most researchers believe that baseball is a modi-

fication of the British game of rounders; which is a mod1f1catlon of
cricket.

In 1845, Alékaﬁdér J. Cartwright drew up a set of rules for the nmewly

atioﬁ These rules were qulckly adopted by other basebaIl clubs o
Although today's baseball ganie generally ends after ning 1nn1ngs, the

Cartwrlght rules ended the game when one of the teams scored 21 runms,

or "aces'" as they were called at the time:

Ig7l8§ziﬁ§h§7?ifé?;ﬁéééhail convention was held in New York City.

This convention served to standardize the game; ending the differences
between the New York and the Massachusetts games. The National Asso-
ciation of Baseball Players (NABP) was formed in 1858.

rn the perlod follow1ng the U S C1v1l War, there was a s1zeable 1n—

ning of the 1arge m1grat1ons from Europe to Americaﬁ cities. It was

during th1s time of 1nérEas1ﬁg1y crowded cities that the rural way

of life was 1deaIIzed, and that basebail became known as the national

pasttlme. The spaciousness of the baseball field may have suggested

a bygone, rural 1life style in contrast to the densely populated city.

In any event; baseball provided the open air and exercise that was

associated with the better life of the farm. Baseball was considered
wholesome; good for body and soul. Soon baseball clubs were found in
many white collar neighborhoods in the Northeastern and Midwestern

cities. By 1866, there were 32.baseball clubs in Chicago adlone.

Although the Worklng class men were not able at first to enJoy the

luxuty of takxng off work in the afternoon to play baseball; they were

eventually able to JOIn clubs formed by their companies: Company

officials backed baseba11 clubs in the apparent hopes that their em-

ployees would engage in this wholesome sport rather than going to pool
halls or gambling. houses.

During this early period, all thé baseball clubs were amateur--that is,
the players were not openly paid salaries to play ball. However, there
were payments made "under the table" to attract good players to cer-

tain clubs. But the idea of an all—profe551onal baseball team was tot
reallzed until 1869 when the Cincinnati Red Stockings became the first

team to pay salarles to all its players. The Red Stockings team

traveled the country from New York to Califormia that year, w1nn1ng

games and introduocing baseball to communities in virtually every part

of the United States.:
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In 1871 there were enough professional baseball teams to create the

National Association of Profesional Baseball Players; replacing the

old NABP: ThIS Assoczat1on only lasted four seasons--with the club
from Boston winning all four championships. But the NAPBP quickly
 obtained a bad reputation. Gambling on games was common; and liquor
ﬁ5§ sold at thé ééﬁéé. Iﬁ 1875 thé Natioﬁal League of Pfoféssioﬁél

beverages,could be sold at games.

After much shuffling of teams and leagues, in 1903 there was a final

reorganxzatxon. Baseball now had a National €Commission plus two

1eagues,,the American league and the National League. But baseball

was still very much confined to the Northeast and Midwestern regions
1n the U S iy and there were no teams in the Southeast or West

of the United States: The Boston Braves moved to Milwaukee (and tater

to Atianta), the Phriadelphxa Athletics moved to Kansas City (and then

moved to Oakland in the 1960s). The Brooklyn Dodgers teft for Los

Angeles and the New York Giants went to San Francisco: The Washington
Senators team moved to Minneapolis and became the Mi: ~esota Twins.
Bucking the traffic going west; the St. Louis Browns want East to.
Baltimore to become the Orioles. New teams were also created and_
shifted around so0 that today; most major cities have a professional
baseball team. There are even two major league teams in Canada.

. - g 3 - .
During the regular season; the two leagues do not play against each
other. It is only at the 2nd of the baseball season that the champ-
ioﬁs of éath léégﬁé ﬁléy éaCh othér iﬁ thé World Séfiés Iﬁ thé _World

interested in the World Series, espec1a11y those who live in the c1ty

represented by one of the contenders for the Series: Before the Series

was moved to the evening or prime time television hours; school child-

.

and office workers would frequently be given permission to bring their

T.V. into the classroom or office in order to be able to watch the

home team play 1n the Series. A fest1va1 atmosphere preva11s in the

the alrpo:t to greet the returnlhg champ;ons, Ne1ther the mayor nor _
the President can expect such a large welcoming crowd or generate such
excitement.



The two teams playing this hypothetical game will be the Greers and
the Blues. The Greens are at bat first; and the Blues are in the
outfield.

For a few minutes the pitcher and the catcher on the Blues team 'warm
up" by tlirowing the baseball back and forth. Soon the first Greens

player steps up to home plate and prepares to bat The Umplre stands

behind the catcher making sure that ne can get a good view of the
pitch:

(If the batter does not swing at the ball; it is the job of the umpire

to decide if the pitch was in the strike zone, and therefore a '"strike,;"
or outside the strike zone; and therefore a 'ball.")

The Blues pitcher serves the first ball to the Greens batter. The
ball travels directly over home platé, at the 1eve1 of the batter's
waist. The batter swings and misses. 'Strike one!" calls the umpire:
The second pitch is a little 1ow, but the batter swings anyway and
hits the ball: The batter starts to run, but the ball lands outside

the foul line between home plate and first base: 'Foul ball: Strike

two!' calls the umpire.

strike; but not for the third. Should_the batter h1t _another foul
ball; he would not be put out; nor would it be counted as a ball.,
However; if a foul ball is also a fly ball and the catcher or a field-
er is able to catch it before it touches the ground, the batter is
éﬁtbﬁiétitéll? out even on the first foul.)

The p1tcn :Y Serves the third pltch to the batter. This one is also a

11tt1e low, rEachlng the batter at a height just below his knees:

This time the batter does not swing. ‘'Ball ome;" calls the umpire.

(If a pitcher should throw four pitches that the ﬁﬁﬁifé,dééléiés,éie
balls; the batter will walk to first base and the next batter will
have a turn at bat.)

The next pitch served to the batter is withliin the strike zone, but the
batter does not swing at it, thlnklng it is too low. The utipire, how-
ever, calls '"Strike three——you re out!" The first Greens batter has
missed his chance to get on base, and the Greens team has one out.

The sacond Greens batter mow steps up to the plate. After two balls

and one strIke, he hits a ground ball that roils between second and
third bases in the infield. The batter drops the bat and runs as fast
as he can to flrst base Meéﬁﬁhilé, the shortstop has ﬁiekéd ﬁﬁ the

unp1re near. flrst base declares him safe " The second Greens batrer
has made a base hit. He will stay on first base until the next batter

-nakes a hit.
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The third Greens batter steps up to the plate. He gets two strikes,

but four balls and. walks to first base: The runner on first hase

also walks to second base; since two runners cannot share the same

base:

While the three Greens players are runnxng their bases, the Blues

third baseman qu1ck1y picks up the baseball and takes it to third

base before the runner can get there: Thls forces the runner out

to the second baseman; who catches it while standing on the base. The
umpire determines that the baseball reached second base before the
runner; and that_ runner is also declared out. The Blues team has __
jﬁét ﬁédé é dbﬁblé ﬁlé?, éﬁd thé Grééﬁ§ tééﬁ ﬁdﬁ héé thréé 6ﬁt§ The

let the Blues have their turn at bat.

After the Greens pitcher and catcher warm up, the first Blues player

steps up to the plate: He makes a base hit by hxttxng a long grounder

out into center field: The outfielder plcks up the ball and throws

rt to the first béée just as the batter is arrIV1ng at base: The

h;gh The Blues. player sees his chance and runs on to second base
while the first baseman chases the missed ball and cthrows it to second.
Seconds after the runner arrives on second base, the second baseman
catches the ball, but thé runner i§ safe. The Greens pléyer has

gained an extra base om af error.

The second Greens batter is not a very strong hitter: The coach ad-

vises him to bunt-—that is, to strike the ball very gently so that it

does not travel very far: Arter two balls; the batter is able to do

this: The first baseman p:cks up the ball and quickly puts the batter

out. However the runner who was on second base has already made it to

third base before he could be put out. This puts him in good scoring
position; which is what the coach hadfhdpéd for when he advised the
batter to bunt. The Blues have sacrificed oné out, but it will be
worth it to them if they can score a run on the mext hit.

After two strikes, the next Blues batter swings the bat hard, and sends
the balt up in the air way out into left field. Since it is a fly ball

the runner on third base, who had taken a long lead off the base, goes

back to third to tag up: The outfielder catches the batti; puttxng the

batter out: As soon as the ball is caught; the third base runner is
free to run home; and.the coach advises him to go for it. At the same
time, the,éﬁtfiéldér is throwing the ball to_ the catcher at home plate;
and in order to score; the runner must make it home before the base-
ball. The runner is fast and approaches home at top speed, sliding
into the base just as the ball thrown by the outfielder reaches the



O

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

catcher. The umpire rules that the runner is safe, using the prin-
ciple that a tie goes to the runner. The Blues team has scored a run

the next base more quickly. In the case of a fly ball, however; the

(A base runner will usually take a lead off the base in order to reach

runner cannot leave the base until the ball is caught and so must "tag

up' before running on. If it looks too risky to take the next base,

the runner may stay on the base until the next hit.)

play for nine innings. If the score is tied at the end of the nine
innings, the two teams will play extra innings until one team is ahead
at the end of an inniig.
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i STRIKE
ZONE

S

When batting, stand approximately half a meter from

the edge of home plate; turn the side of your body

and the front of your face toward the pitcher,; and

hold the bat lightly against your shoulder; ready to

swxng at the ball when it comes by. The strike zone

is the area thzough which the ball must pass if the
umpire is to charge you with a "called strike'" in-
stead of a "ball." The strike zone is also the best
location for the balt to be if you reallv want to

whack it!
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Casey at the Bat

The outlook wasn' t brilliant for the Mudv111e nine that day,
The score stood_four to two with but one inning more to play.
And then, when Cooney died at first, and Barrows did the same,
A 51cR1y silence fell upon the patrois of the game,

A straggling few got up to go in deep despa1r " The rest

Ciung to that home which springs eternal in the human breast;

They thought If only Casey could but get a whack at that

We'd put up even money now, with Gasey at the bat:

But Flynn preceded Casey, as d1d also Jlmmy Blake,

So upon that stricken multitude gr1m melancholy sat;
For there seemed but 11tt1e chance of Casey's getting to the bat.

And Blake, the much desplsed tore the cover off the baii
And when the dust had tifted, and men saw what had occurred

There was Jimmy safe at second; and Flynn a~hugging third.

Then from five thousand throats and more there rose a lusty yell;
It rumbled fhrough the valley; it rattled in the dell;

It knocked upon the mountain and recoiled upon the flat;

For Casey; mighty Casey; was advancing to the bat.

There was ease in Casey's manner as he stepped into his place;
There was pride in Casey's bearing and a smile on Casey's face.
And when, respond1ng to the cheers,ihe 11ght1y doffed his hat,
No stranger in the crowd could doubt 'twas Casey at the bat.

Ten thousand eyes were on him as he rubbed his hands with dirt;

Five thousand tongues applauded when we wiped them on his sh1rt
Then wh11e the wr1th1ng p1tcher ground the ball 1nto hls h1p,

And now the leather-covered sphere came hurtling through the ai'r,
And Casey stood a-watching it in haughty grandeur there.

"That ain't my style," said Casey. ''Strike one," the umpire said.

From the benches, biack WIth people, there went up a muffled roar,

Like the beating of the storm waves on a stern and distant shore:

"Kill him! Kill the umpire!' shouted someone on the stand;

And it's likely they'd have killed him had not Casey raised
his hand.
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With a smile of Christian charity great Casey's visage shone;
He stilled the rising tumult, he bade the game go on;
He s;gnaled,;o,the pitcher, and onice more the spheroid flew,

But Casey still ignored it, and the umpire said, "Strike two."

"Fraud!" cried the maddened thousands, and echo answered "Fraud'"

But one scornful look from €asey and the audience was awed;

They saw his face grow stern and cold; they saw his muscles stra1n,

and they knew that Casey wouldn't let that ball go by again.

The sneer is gone from Casey ] 11p, his teeth are clenched in hate.

He pounds with cruel violence his bat upon the plate,
And now the pltcher holds the ball; and now he lets it go,
And now the air is shattered by the force of Casey's blow.

Oh somewhere in this favored land the sum is shining brxght

The band is playlng somewhere, and somewhere hearts are light;

And somewhere men are laughing, and somewhere children shout;

But there is nmo joy in Mudville -- mighty Casey has .struck out.

Take Me Out to the Ballgame

by: Jack Norworth and Albert von Tilzer

Take me out to the ball game,

Take me out to the park.

Buy me some peanuts and cracker jacks:

I don't care if I never come back.

téE Eé 5665' root; EBBE fé; the home team;
For_lt s one; two; three str1kes; "you're out!"

At the old ball game.




Glossary of Baseball Terms

ball: 1. the baseball itself. 2. a pitched ball not swung at by

the batter, and not passing through the accepted zone for a

called strike: If the pitcher throws four bails,; the batter

may walk to first base.

base: any of the four corners of the baseball d1amond especially
first; second; and third bases. These bases are objects
lying on the ground; and a base runner who has any part of
his body in contact with a base cannot be put out.

m

base hit: a fair ball hit by the batter, enabling him to run at least
to first base safely, in additiom, in order for a hit to be

officially scored as a "base hit," no error may be committed

by a fielder; and mo base runmer may be forced out:
base line: the boundary of the area between the bases within which a
player must stay while running from one base to another,

base on balls: the advancing to first base of a batter to whom four
balls have been pitched. Also known as a walk.

bases loaded: the 51tuat1on i a gatie when there is a runner on first,
second, and third bases.

bat: 1: the wooden or metal club used to strike the ball: 2: to

use this club to hit (or attempt to hit) the ball:

batter: the player who is currently holding the bat and attempting
to hit the ball thrown by the pitcher.across home plate.

batter up: the cry made to summon the next batter to his place at
home plate to attempt to hit the ball.

batting average. a statlstlc show1ng the number of base h1ts a player

bunt: to tap the pitched ball lightly by blocking it with the bat

held horizomtally; so that the ball rolils away slowily:

called strike: a pitched ball that is not swung at by the batter; but
which is judged by the umpire to have passed through the ac-

cepted strike.zone; so that a strike is charged to the batter.

diamond: the space ericlosed by the three bases and home plate.

double: a base h1t that enables the batter to advance 1mmed1ate1y to

doubleheader: two games played on the same day; at the same site; be-

tween the same two teams:
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double play: a piay by the fielders in which two base runners are
put out in rapid succession. The most common double piay

is to put out the base runmmer gOIng from first to second

base; then Immedrately to put out the batter going from

home plate to first base:

error:  a mistake in fielding made by one of the nine players in
the field.

Fair ball: a hit by the batter in which the baseba
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area defined by the foul lines.

fan: a spectator or other person who takes great interest in
baseball and in the success of a particular team. Short

form of the word fanatic:

field: 1. the area or ground on which the game is played. 2. to
catch or pick up a batted ball during play.

fielder: a déféﬁéivé piayér aﬁé is iﬁ tﬁé fiéia réédy to cétch or

ner. The,pltcher andﬁcatcher,are,flelders, as,are,the
players who cover both the infield and the ocutfield.

fly or fly ball: a ball that is batted up into the air:

force out: a play in which the fielders get a ball to a base before

a base runner who must go to that base arrives there:. &

force out is possible because two base runners may not be
on the same base at the same time.

foul ball: a batted ball that rolls or passes orer the foul liges.

foul lines: either of two lines connecting Home plate with first
base and w1th thlrd base, and extended stralght out beyond

grand slam: a home rum hit when the bases are loaded, causing four

runs to be scored for the offensive (battIng) team:

grounder or ground ball: a batted ball that rolls or bounces aléng
the ground.

ground rule double: a rule that requires a batter to go to second
base if hHe Hits a ball that strikes the ground within the
playing field but then bounces out of the playing field
(that is, into thlie stands) before it can be fielded.

home plate: the base at which the batter stands, and which a base

runner much reach safely in order to score a run.

put out. Home runs are usually balls hit out of the stadium.
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infield:

imming:

lead:

1. the baseball diamond. 2. collectively, the defensive

players. (flelders) who play on the diamond; as opposed to

at bat: Each inning has a top (flrst) half and a bottom

(second) hailf:

a few steps toward the next base taken by a base runmnmer
before the ball is hit; and intended to shorten the time

required to reach that next base.

line drive: & batted ball that travels low; fast; and straight.

out:

outfield:
pitch:
pitcher:

run:

safe:

single:

steal:

strike:

strikeout:

strike zone: the area dlrectly above home plate, bounded on the top

the retiremient from play of a player who has not succeeded
in getting to first base, or who has not succeeded in run-
ning between any of the bases w1thout be1ng tagged by the
baitl or w1thout having the ball precede him to a base to

which he must advance:

1. the part of the baseball field beyond the diamond.

2. the defensive players stationed there.

batter an opportun1ty to,hlt it.
the defensive player who pitches the ball.

a point scored by the offensive (batting) team. A run is
scored only by a base runner who successfully runs to

first; second; and third bases, and then to home ptate

w1tﬁout being put out; and all within half of an inning:

out hav1ng been put out.
a base hit that enables the batter to advaice to first base.

the ga1n1ng of the next base by a base riunner without the )

ball's having been hit by the batter, and without an error's
having been committed by a fielder.

1: a pitch that is swung at and missed by the batter. 2. a

called strike:
an out made by a batter to whom three strikes have been
charged.

at the level of the batter's shoulders; and bounded on the
bottom at the level of the batter's knees.

switch hitter: a player who is able to bat both right-handed and

left-handed.

',\l 27,



triple:

umpire:

walk:

to return to the base previously gained before running to
the next base. This procedure is necessary when the bat-
ter has hit a fly ball that is caught by a fielder; all

to advamnce to.the uext base.

a base hit that enables the batter to advance immediately
to third base:

a person who officially rules on plays during a game; such
as whether a base runner is out or safe; and whether a
ball is fair or foul,; or whether a pitch is a strike or a
ball; and so forth. :

that is, four pitclies that were fiot strikes. 2. to piteh
four balls to a batter, as in He walked the batter.
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Objectives:

Students'

Materials:

Leader's
Materials:

Time
Required:

Leader's Guide

1. To provide an overview of the functions of the various

levels of government in the United States; especially

of local and state governments:

2. To dlscuss the concept of "federallsm 1n the context

Homestay Program Orientation Manual (one per student)

For preparatory readlng, see An OverVJew of Governmental
Functions in the U.S., included herein: It is assumed
that the teadet is knowledgeable about the basic features

of govermment in the United States.

lQ m;nutes: Part I - Governments in the Un1téd States
40 minutes: Part II - The Functions of Local Governments

40 minutes: Part IITI - The Furnctions of State Governments
(optional): Part IV - The Functions of the Federal Government
30 minutes: Part V - "Federalism" in the United States

PART I ~- GOVERNMENTS IN THE UNITED STATES

Point 2:

Point 3:

Within the United States; there are approximately 80,000

séparate and autonomous governments. All but 51 of these
are local governments. (Stdate the numbers of the differ-
ent kinds and levels of government.)

People in the United States consistently have feared govern-—
ments that are excessively large and powerful. They have
wanted to insure that government remains responsive to the

needs and opinions of the people it serves. This helps to

explaxn why there are so many local govermments, each with

a limited number of functions:

are "special dlstrlcts" in which officials have responszbl-
lity for a single function. The most well known type of
single-function government in the U.S. is the 1ﬁdépéﬁdéﬁt
school district, but there are other types of functions
that are handled by special districts.
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PART II -- THE FUNCTIONS OF LOCAL GOVERNMENTS

Point

Point

Point

Point

Point

Point

More visible and significant than single~function districts
are the general-purpose units of local government such as.
ﬁﬁﬁitiﬁal (City and tbﬁﬁ) aﬁd _county ngétﬁﬁéﬁté ~_General-=

tions and services for the people who live within its bound-

aries.

The safEtg, health, and welfare of the pubizc is a major

concern of local government. These objectives are achieved

through functions such as:

fire protection

pol1ce protection
welfare
zoning or plann1ng
coroner

e 0 © ® 9 9.
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o
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tbcai gcvernments are resgonsibie for the suppig of essen-

® water suppiy

« gas and electricity

¢ waste disposal

Transportation and communication; both within the local

boundaries and with the outside world; is a concern of
local officials:

streets

e public transportat1on

airports and harbors

Almost all local governments take some measures to promote

cuiture and recreation:

e parks and recreation

e libraries; museums, z00s

of jud1c1al matters is a respons1b1l1ty of all but the
smallest general-purpose local governments:
proseciution of law-breakers

courts

® corrections

Other functions of iocai governments include the follOW1ng

Note that education very oftenm is the rerPOHSIbII}ty of a

spec1ai dxstr1ct, not of the generai-purpose govermment:

voter regxstrat1on and etections
record keeping

taxation

public education

accord1ng,to one offthree baschquels (See the three
diagrams in the students' manual.)
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Point

Point

Point

Point

Point

Point

1:

State governments are general-purpose units of government

that functron in places where no 1oca1 government exIsts

The safety, health, and welfare of the public is a major
concern of government at the state level:

gollce protection

National Guard

public health

care of the mentally ill

Conservation of nature; rncludrng steps to insure the pro-

ductivity of agriculture; is a function of state government:

parks and forests
f1sh and game

e e o
&
N
(2
(I
H
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agr1cu1ture
ﬁeguiatibn 6f ecanbmic activities within the Bbundaries 6f

is a concern of state-level officials.

regulatIon of business and industry

regulation of professions and trades

regnlat1on of labor

pf jud1c1a1 matters,;s an 1mportant respons1b;11ty,of7the
50 states; mbéc,civilrand criminal cases in the United
States are tried in state-level courts:

[ ] correctlons

Highways and vehicles are a major respomsibility of the

state governments in the U.S:. Neither the local nor the

federal level of government has any substantial control
over the regulation of vehicles and drivers. This key
responsibility therefore has a category of 1te own.

Other functions of state governments 1nc1ude the follow1ng

® taxat;on
® education

ALl 50 state governments in the U:S. are structured accord-

ing to one basic model: The structural model for the state
governments and the federal government is the same. (See
the simplified diagram in the students' manual.)
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PART IV -- THE FUNCTIONS OF THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT (OPTIONAL)

Directions:

If you believe that the metibers of your group are inter-
ested; and 1f you are w1111ng to take the extra t1me re-

along Iines szmllar to those suggested above for local

and state governments.

PART V —- "FEDERALISM" IN THE UNITED STATES

Point 1:

Point 5:
initiat

-

"Federalism" is a concept used to describe the relations

among the three levels of government: locai, state, and

federal (natlonal). _The use of the term "federalxsm to

Sotie governmental functions must be carried out by a cen-
tralized authority: direction of the military forces, regu-
lation of air traffic, operation of the postal service, and

minting of the currency are examples. Nevertheless, insofar
as possible, govermnmental functions are administered locally

by locally elected officials who are not accountable to

other officials at some "higher" level:

state or local govermment; but it is extremely rare_ for
national officials to coerce state or local officials by
the use of force. If the national government is paramount,
it is because national officials have been ablé to influ-
ence lbcal or state officials in varioug Wags. Three wéyé

by ru11ng on what other governments may not do
® by offerlng monies to be used for designated purposes

e by performing services for other levels of govermment

Another reason why the national government restrains its
use of power is that both houses of the legislature of the
national government are elected from states (upper house)
and localities (lower house). State and local interests
are strongly represented at the national level. .{See the
simplified diagram in the students' manual.)

In the "federal system,” policy making is a process that
almost always involves bargaining among the three levels
af government. The natibnal govermment usually takes the

initiative in settxng natlonai goals and policy gu1de11nes,

but how these are carried out locaily is typxcaliy a mat-

ter for debate; influence; politicking; and compromise:

We tend to view the 80,000 governments in the U.S: as a
kind of three—tiered "layer cake." But it is much more

accurate to view the U. S as having "marble cake" government.

2n
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the United States. As of the vear 1977, the number of the basic types

of government were zs follows:

[

Federal (national) SOVEITmENt. ...oeerereneneeereennnnn

State governmentS::i:iiiiissssiczaiiisiiisssiissssissaas 50
Local governments:
COUNELY ZOVETTHIEMES . v e v v vvensesennrernsennneannen.. 3,042
Municipal and township govermments:.:.::::::::::::::35;684

§peciai diéttitté (égtépt §chbbis).................255962

At first; it may seem preposterous that one nation should be run by
80,000 governments. However; one must keep in mind that the U.S. is

a very large and diverse nation in terms of geography as well as human
population, and that within so complex an entity there are countless
things and procedures that need to be developed, implemented, managed,

regulated' and altered 1f da11y 11fe is to proceed more or 1ess smoothly.

teristic of the people of the U S. has been that they have conslstently

feared govermnments that are too large and powerful They have wanted to

insure that. government remains responsive to the needs and opinions of

the people it is intended to serve: With respect to any one govern-
mental unit; therefore; this preference has meant that it be physrcally
located as close as possible to the people it serves; that its powerxs

be 11m1ted to those absolutely necessary to carry out 1ts _assigned func-

rectly, to the people affected by 1ts pollcles and actions. These fac-

tors help to explain why virtually all of those 80,000 governmernts are
local governments.

The first fact to keep in mind about 1oca1 governments 1n the U.S. is
this: No matter where you are in this nation, you are almost surely

within the JurIsdIctIon of several local governments: The reason why

this is true is tuat a very iarge number of what we are calling "local

governments' are extremely limited in the scope of their responsIbili-

ties. More than ha1f of the 1oca1 governmental units in this country

fgnctlon, or spec1a1" d1str1cts, are 1ndependent school districts.

_;(th;éll;ﬁ;hggl"QE§§r1CCs are independent; some are administered by

Ot



;ectlgn, sewage dlsposal 50117conservat10g, 1rr1gat10n, electrlc power
distribution, h'o'iiQii'ig; Céﬁiététiéé, and so forth and so on.

general—purpose units of loecal government espec1ally mun1c1pal (c1ty
and town) and county governments Let's look at some of the common
functions performed by a city government, regardless of whether the city

has a poputation of 15;900 or 15,;6000,000.

e FIRE PROTECTION: Although small towns still may have volunteer fire
departments; virtually all cities now support professional fire fighters
ﬁith np:;bfd&jé equipment. In some cities; the fire department includes
"marshalls" who investigate arson and _try to _educate the public about

: flre preventibn. ‘The vast majority of fire fighters in the U.S. are em-

° POthE PROTEGTION City pol1ce departments are nsually divided into

two major units; one for traffic control and one for other forms of law

enforcement: The latter unit may be subdivided into squads that spe-

cialize in homicide, narcotics,; theft, junevile delinquency, family re-

1at10ns,,prost1tut10n; and so on. Iﬁ cities; the top uniformed policeman

is usually the '"chief"; in counties; he is usually the "sheriff."

® WATER SUPPLY: The officials responmsible for a city's water must build
and maintain reservoirs and ﬁﬁdétgtdﬁﬁd pipes, and insure that the water

o WASTE DISPOSAL: Most cities cf any size have employeec who spec1a112e

in disposing of at least three types of waste: (1) industrial waste,

such as liquid whey from creameries or bark from lumber mills; (2) resi-

dential waste and garbage; and (3) sewage from bathrooms and kItchens, a

category that may include street run-off. Finding places to put our waste
or ways to destroy it is becoming a major problem for local governments.

® GAS AND ELECTRICITY: Some cities own and qpérété,mﬁnicipai gas works

and e1ectr1C1ty generatlng plants, the word "socialisd" is rarely used,
however, to describe such ventutres. Ifn other cities, private cotipanies

carry out these vital functionms, ‘but they are closely regulated by the

city govermment so that they won t abuse their status as a monopoly.

e STREETS: A large portion of thke budget of any city is spent om build-

ing; maintaining; and cleaning its streets and sidewalks: In northern

cities; much of this budget may be earmarked for the removal of snow and
ice dﬁrlng the winter.

& PUBLIC HEALTH: Health departments at the city level perform services
such as inspecting restaurants, inoculating school children against com-
mﬁnléable dlseases, investigating possible epidemiics, rumniing cliniecs

for poor families, and so forth. Some cities also support public hospl—

tals and mental institutions: City health officials work closely with

state and federal health off1c1als
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o PARKS AND RECREATION Most c1t1es have at 1east a modest park §6ﬁé

sive fac111;1es Spme even suppor;,major rgcrgatlonal agd cul tural
events in their parks each year, which may be free to all.

N LIBRARIES MUSEUMS,,AND Z00S: Almost every c1ty and town in the u.s.
has its own 11brary, the 1arger the city; the more likely it is to have
other cultural opportunities for its citizens: Some of the largest

cities even support symphouny orchestras. Increasingly; financial sup-
port for activities of this type comes from three sources: (1) the city

government; (2) prlvate philanthropists; and (3) public contributions
or ”ﬁéﬁbétshlps State and federal governments may also provide funds .

. zoi\inic OR PI;ANNING Eva—'y idcaiity 'néé'cis some ﬁiécﬁaﬁiéﬁi Ear 'cié'ci'cii'né

1ntroduct10n of commerc1a1 and 1ndustr1a1 operatlons into qu1et nelgh-
borhoods.

e PUBLIC TRANSPORTATION: Most cities of moderate size have at least a

few buses that run back and forth within the city limits. Large cities

may have elaborate traﬁsportatlon systems including subways, and may
regulate private taxi fleets and bus lines: Parking is another major
concern of any city,; town; or village in the U.S:A:

e WELFARE: Many local governments have employees whose function is to
attend to the needs of the poor and indigent:. Welfare §f£i6i§1§7§§ﬁ§i1§

must work closely with state and federal officials who have responsibi-

. — — —

lity for welfare, since a large proportion of the money for welfare pay-

ments comes from these other levels of government:

e AIRPORTS AND HARBORS: Airports and harbors are often administered

cseparately from other forms of transportatton facilities, due to the

high degree of technical competence that is required as well as the fact

that the administrators of such operatxons must follow the guxdance of

federal officials on matters pertaining to interstate transportation:

e VOTER REGISTRATION AND ELECTIONS: Citi §f§§é;§§§7§§§ Eééﬁéﬁéiﬁlé for

regxsterlng eligible voters and for organizing and overseeing all elec-

tions; When state and/or federal elections are held; these officials

must work closely with state and federal officiails.

e RECORD KEEPING: All sorts of public records; such as births; deaths,

property transfers, and so forth; must be maintained by local govern-

ment:. This is the job of the "clerk "

e CORONER: The function of the coroner is to investigate any deaths

that are not clearly the result of natural causes: The coroner also

may be responsible for the city morgue, where the bodies of unidenti-

fied dead persons are kept pending identification.

e PROSECUTION OF LAW-BREAKERS: The pol1ce arrest individuals who are

suspected of breaking a local or state law, but the job of formally
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bringing the suspect before a court is that of the "district attorney."
THis official acts in the name of all the people in trying to obtain a
conviction. The deferidenit Has the right to be represented in court by
the "public defender," a lawyer paid by the local government, or he may
hire his own lawyer.

e COURTS: Judges on the city payroll handle cases involving city and
state laws, and deal with both civil and criminal cases of a relatively
minor nature. In large cities, the court system may be broken into many
subdivisions ~- traffic court, small claims court, junevile court, family
court; criminal court; and so forth . . . even ﬁight court.

jail, Large cities may have an elaborate correctional system.

e TAXATION: All these functions cost money; and municipalities get much
of their money through taxation; especially property taxationm. Carry-
financial records; but also making formal assessments of the value of
individual pieces of property and deciding into which tax category it
should be placed. 1In a few of the largest cities; individual income

e PUBLIC EDUCATION: Education has been placed last in this series Of
local government functions because it very often is not the responsibi=

local government in the U.S. And the fact that education of children is
the responsibility of local officials; rather than of state- or national-
level officials; makes the United States highly unusual in world context.

The Functions of State Governments

To some extent, the fifty state governments perform functions that are
similar to those of local governments, except that they do so in areas
of the state where no general-purpose unit of local government exists to
handle certain responsibilities. But it is also true that state-level _
officials handle different kinds of functions. Following is a sample of
the most common responsibilities assimed by state govertments.

e POLICE PROTECTION: Police at the state level sometimes are called the
"highway patrol,'" demonstrating that their principal responsibility is :
traffic regulation on the many roads connecting towns and cities. How-
ever, state police also may become involved in investigative police work
and always stand ready to be of assistance to municipal police or county
sheriffs in times of crisis.

e NATIONAL GUARD: The National Guard is~a branch of the federal military
establishment, consisting almost entirely of part-time soldiers who train
in the evenings and during the summer. These soldiers may be called to
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active duty at any time by the President of the United States; but they

also may be called to active duty by the Governor of the state. Nowadays

they are rarely usgd as a pollce force, being activated most often to

help cope with natural disasters.

e WATER SUPPLY: Because water resources are scattered around a state

and usually do not exist w1th1n the terrltory controlled by municipatl

governments, state governments share respon51b111ty for the protection

and supply of water with both local and federal officials. (Federal of-

ficials become involved because the Constitution gives the nmational gov-—

ermment jurisdiction over navigable streams and lakes:)

e HIGHWAYS AND VEHICLES: Roughly four out of five adults in the United
States drive automoblles, and most of these drivers own an automobxle.
Anyone who drlves and/or owns an automoblle in the U:S: must deatl WIth
his or her state government d1rect1y For it is the states that are re-
pon51b1e for insuring that drivers are prOperly trained, that all Ve—
thlES are safe and are reglstered and that all toads and hlghways in

condition. States tax gasoline and levy fees for licenses and car re-
gistrations, and in many cases also operate toll roads; the money col-
lected from these gources is comblned with dioney granted by the federal
government to bu11d and ma1nta1n highways. Admlnlsterlng hlghways, re-
gisteriag vehlcles, and licensing drivers is a major activity of the
governnient of all fifty states.

® PUBLIC HEALTH State-level health off1c1als work w1th both local and
federal off1c1als to treat and prevent communlcable dlseases, prov1de
bllshments, and so fg;tbf Wbether loqal _state, orffederal fo;c;als
have ptiﬁiét? 7i‘é§}5’0'ij§ib'i1ity in any individual case is determined by com-
plex laws and tégﬁlétidﬁé.

& PARKS AND FORESTS: Every state has set aside large tracts of land,
both for purposes of,cbnéetﬁétidn,énd for recreational use. These areas
ﬁii.i§t bé ﬁiéﬁégéd ?tdtéttéd fi‘bﬁi fii’.é and bllght made ava11ab1e to the

e FISH AND GAME: Every state government includes officials who are re-
qung;ble for the protection of wild life. They not only issue hunting
and fishing licenses, but also take active measures to conserve and to
"nanage' animal poptilations.

e AGRICULTURE: A departmeint of agriculture has been included in every
s;ate,governmentrvirtﬁélly from the day it was formed. The pﬁtpbﬁéibf
this department is to foster the productive use of the state's arable
land by (1) ‘helping the private farmer to raise superior produce, (2)

services. State and federal agrlculture officials cooperate regularly

® WELFARE: Every state has a complex welfare system that is integrated
into both its local welfare systems and that operated by the federal
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government. Much of the money for welfare comes from federal funds
(such as Social Security), but much of the work of administering the
welfare system is carrled out by state employees Some of the con-—

level officials almost exclusively. Some states also operate low-
cost homes for the aged, and regulate private homes for the aged.

. iEéﬁtATibN 6? Bﬁéiﬁﬁéé Aﬁﬁ iﬁﬁﬁéiﬁ?. fnterstate commerce - that

is regulated prlmarlly by the federal government. 7Otherw1se,,commerce
is a concern of state governments. States issue charters of incorpora-
tion, which make a business a legal entity. State laws protect con-— _
sumers from fraﬁd, set limits on the rate of interest that a financial
institution may charge; and monitor insurance companies; stock brokers,
banks, and other organizations ;hét handle large dﬁéﬁtitiés of money.
States also regulate so-called 'matural monopolies such as gas; tele-

phone, and electricity companies (to the extent that these are not re-
gulated by local govermments); "public service commissions' not only
limit the prices that these utilities may charge but also insure that
théy ceﬁtiﬁué customer éerﬁieés ‘that_ théy ﬁight 6thérﬁisé bé tempted

l;quorfln "state stores_ all states regulate in one way or_ another
the sale and consumption of alcoholic beverages in public places; a
responsibility that includes arbitrarily setting the minimum drinking
age. Laws regulating businesses and industries are founded on the as-
sumption that a state has a duty to protect it's consumers.

¢ _REGULATION OF PROFESSIONS AND TRADES: Each state has a large number
of boards and commissions that license and monitor the performance of
tradesmen and professionals. Such boards protect the public from

fréﬁdﬁléﬁt ﬁractitibﬁérs, prthCt the 6Céﬁ§ati6ﬁ from ﬁﬁﬁarraﬁtéd at-

putes and strikes (and in some cases, the prothItIon of certain types

of gtrikes); determination of maximum hours and minimum wages, limita-

tion on the laber of children; preventron of discrimination In employ-

ment and promotions; establishment of "workmen's compensation'" for em-

ployees injured on the job; regulation of unions of workers who work

exclusively within the srate, and prOVIsIon of unemployment insurance

(money paid to workers for a period of time after they are laid off).
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as toflmprove the state s employment,opportunltles), and to ent;ce
travelers and vacationers to spend time in the state (so as to bring
outside money into the state's écohoﬁy).

of,lower courts,; and,so forth. Most c1v11 and cr1m1na1 cases in the
United States are tried in state-level courts.

e CORRECTIONS: The punishment and rehabilitation of criminals is
largely a state-level responsibility. Correctional institutions also
include "reform schools" for junevile offenders.

o EDUCATION: States do not run publlc schools. State—level depart-
ments of eduation exist largely to channel funds to local school dis-

tr1cts, so that those w1th an 1nadequate property tax base can get

colleges and universities; some of which are among the best in the na-

tion in spite of charging relatively low tuition fees:

e TAXATION: All these state-level services and functions cost money,

and the money is raised through various types of taxation: Most states

levy a general sales tax on goods and services, and many states have an

individual income tax: Specrfrc items taxed by states include beer and

liqu~ -, tobacco,; motor fuels, insurance, pubilc utIiItIes, rarlroads,

parimutuel betting and other legal gambling, franchises, corporate in-

come; stock transfers, selected amusements; inheritances and estates

(the so-called '"death taxes'"), and others. Fees and fines ailso brIng

money into the state treasury:. Some states recently have been success-

ful at raising money through state-operated lotteries.

i

The Functions of the Federal Government

The government of the United States is a hIghly complex organrzatron

that directs; oversees; or funds an enormous variety of procedures and

operatlons, and that employs several million people:. We will confine

our review of its functions to a brief statement of the work of the
thirteen cabinet-level departments:; P

the facts reiatIng to the interests of the U.S:. zbroad, makes recommen-

dations on foreign policy to the President and the Congress, and takes
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the necessary non-m111tary steps to carry out estabiished policy. The

department engages in consultations (through its ambassadors) with “he

governments of other sovereign nations, negotlates treaties and agree-

ments, and speaks for the U S 1n the Unlted Nations and iu more than

e DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE: The Department of Defense is Tespon51b1e for
malntalnlng the m111tary forces necessary to protect the Unlted States.

[ DEPARTMENT OF THE TREASURY: The Department of the Treasury handles
the funds belonging to the United States government, and mints all money

that is legal tender in the U.S. Other importarnt functlons of this de-
partment include the collection of ~ystoms duties andrfederal taxesl the
investigation of interstate offenses involving alcochol, tobacco, and
firearms, the administration of rnational bamnks, and the protection of
the President and other dignitaries (by the 'Secret Service').

o DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE., The Department of Justlce, sometlmns known as
the largest law firm in the nation; enforces federal laws and protects
the pub11c from cr1m1na1s and 1nterna1 subverslon.f It also ensures

aga1nst fraﬁd andﬁenforces laws perta1n1ng,to,drugs, 1mm1grat1on,7and
naturalization. The department prosecutes individuals suspected of vio-
lating federal laws, operates federal correctional institutions, and
provides assistance to local and state police forces. Finally, the i
dépéttﬁéﬁt réprésénts thé goVérﬁﬁéﬁt iﬁ éll légél mattéré géﬁétéll? and

N DEPARTMENT OF _COMMERCE: This department encourages and promotes the
nation's economic development and technological advancement. It offers
ass1stance and 1nformatlon to domest1c and 1nternatlona1 buslnéssés,

veloped areas of the nation; seeks to 1mprove understand1ng of the phy—
s1ca1 env1ronment of _the earth (1nc1ud1ng study of the oceans) pro—

e DEPARTMENT OF LABOR: This department administers over 100 federal
laws pertaining to labor; such as those guaranteeing a worker's right
to safe and healthful working conditions; to a minimum wage; to freedom
frem émploymént discrimination; and so forth. The department sponsors

job tra1n1ng programs; protects workers' pension r1ghts, and keeps track

of changes in employment; prices; and other national economic measures.

e DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR: This department is the nation's princi-

pal conservation agency. It is responsible for most of the lands and

fosters the wise use of the flora and fauna found in the U.S. Thé De-

partment of the Interior operates national parks and historic places,

administers Indian reservatIons, and oversees the people who live in

the several island territories over which the U.S. has sovereignty.
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® DEPARTMENT OF HOUSING AND URBAN DEVELOPMENT Thls department ad—

ministers the federal laws and programs that provide assistance to
c1t12ens with respect to housing and to the development of the na-
tion's communities. It aids families to own homes, provides rental
subs1d1es to peOple who could not otherwise afford a decent apart-
ment, and works in numerous ways to preserve urban areas from decay.
It also takes steps to protect the hotie buyer in the marketplace and
to stimulate the housing industry. .

e DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE: The Departient of Agrlculture works to
improve and maintain farm income and to develop and expand markets
abroad for U. S. agricultural produce. It helps landowners to protect
and maintain their ﬁétural resources; administers the Food Stamp ptbi

safeguardlng the da11y food supply H;Q

o DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION: This déiﬁértﬁiéﬁt éstamiéhég the na-

waterways, p1pe11nes, and the transportatlon of materials across state

1ine§. Department off1c1als prov1de adv1ce and consultatlon to local

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND WELFARE Thls department is in charge of

people,;n the Unlted States. Some of,the services it provides are
for children, youth, handicapped people; the mentally retarded; In-
dians, the aged; and the ill. Some well known agencies within this
department are the Center for Disease Control; the Food and Drug Ad-
ministration, the National Institutes of Health,; and the Social Se-
curity Administration.

e DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION: The Department of Education is largely in—

volved in admlnlsterrng programs of financial and technIcal assistance

to state and local education agencies. Many of these programs are in-

tended to help overcome special problems in local school districts,

such as racial discrimination, non-English-speaking students, haﬁdl—

capped students; and so forth. Others are intended to promote special

programs that local districts could not afford on their own, such as

career education; consumer education; and teacher training. The depart-—

ment also makes finmancial assistance available to students.

e DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY: This department, very wecently created, brings

together many energy-related agencies that prevzously existed w1th1n a
number of other departments of the federal government. The work of the

utiltities as weII as basic research into existing and new forms of energy

Some critical functions performed by the federal government are the respon-

sibility of Independent agencies such as the U.S. Postal Service; the Secu=

rities and Exchange Commission, the Federal Reserve System, the Federal De~

posit Insurance Corporation, the Federal Commun1catlons Comm1331on, the

Civil Aeronautics Board, and many others, including the Federal Courts.
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Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

"Federalism' -- How 80,000 Governments Work Together

Clearly; some governmental functions must be carried out on_the national
level. The military establishment must serve the whole nation_under one

Coﬁﬁander:'n:Chief' it would be terr1b1y dangerous for every c1ty and

nations. And money must be m1nted by a 51ng1e authority. Nevertheless;
1nsofar as p0851b1e, governmental functlons are adminlstered locallg by

other government officials at some "hlgher" level. These 1oca11y con-

trolled functions include some that; in almost all other countries, are
administered at the national level: Two of the best examples are educa-

tion and public safety:. Throughout the world, these two vital responsi-

bilities are most often held by ministries of the central government:

the M1n1stry of Educatlon and the M1n1stry of the Inter1or. Bgt”}n”ther

on municipal or townshlp governments There is a Department of Education

at the national level; but it does not run local schools:. With respect
to police; the vast majority in the U:S. are under the control of local

(city, town; village, and county) governments; and comparatively few are

under the control of state governments:; There is also a police force at

the national level (the Federal Bureazu of Investlgatxon, under the Depart-

ment of Justice); but it is very small when compared to the total number

of state and local pollce. Furthermore; its respons1b111t1es are limited

to certain matters such as violations of federal laws, espionage; civil

rights cases; and cases in which criminals have crossed state lines: The

police forces at the state and local levels are not under the direction

of federal officials:

It is true, of course, that the most powerful of all the 80,000 govern—

ments in the U:S: is the federal (national) government, it has authority

over much of inestimable importance. So when we say that local and state

governments are separate and autonomous, and that local officials are not

under the control of federal offICIais, we need to be clear about what we

mean: For the federal government oiten may be in a poSItIon to Infiuence

decisions made at the state and iocal leveis: There are three ‘ways in

which the federal govermnment can influence state and Iocal govermments:

(1) The federal goverunment may 1ay down rules about what local and state
governments may not do; that is; it may lay down guid2lines within which
othér ~governments ﬁﬁét opératé For example the federal government has

to vote because of their race or sex.

(2) The federal govermment may make money available to state and local

governmencs if that momey will be used for a spec1f1ed ‘purpose. For exain-

ple, the federal Department of Education offers to give morey to 1oca1
school districts if they will run certain kinds of programs for children

50
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who cannot speak Enngsh because their parents are 1mm1grants This is
not the same as running the local schools; the federal government is only
saying; in effect "Run your local schools any way you like; but here is

dlstrlct) if you will runm a certa:n kind of special program for your

non-English-speaking children:'

(3) The federal government may perform a service for a state or local
government that the latter is unable to perform for itself, and in the
process may influence policies and procedures at the lower level. For
exampleﬁ the Department of Justice, through the Federal Bureau of Inves-—
tigation, provides training for state and local police officers and also
operates a national fingerprint file.as well as a crime information cen-
ter. State and local police departments could ignore the existence of
these services and facilities, but they would be foolish to do so because
they would need enormous amounts of money as well as many h1gh1y tra1ned
11t1es, they 1neV1tab1y are ;nfluenced by them, wlth,the result that
state and_local police methods are becoming standardized all over the
nation. But this is certainly not the same as having all police depart-
ments in the nation administered directly from Washington; D.C.

In our system of '"federalism;" we have succeeded rather well at str1k1ng

a balance between two_extremes. One extreme would be the case in which
state and local officials simply carry out the orders of national offi-

cials -- a situation that U.S. people would not tolerate. The opposite
extreme would be one in which each little government would take absolutely
no account of any of the others == a situation that would soon create ab-
soluté chaoé. Néithér of these extreme cases is characteristic of govern-

a1tered act1v1t1es at the state and 1oca1 1evels. And what is actually
dbne at these 1ower 1evels 1s a matter for debate, for politicking, for

federal government. But this is rare. More often; there is a compromise:
Sometimes there's a stalemate. :

"Federalism" is the word that sums up the relationships between and among
the 80,000 governments found in the U.5.A. Our téﬁaéﬁéy to think of these

governments as a kind of three-tiered layer cake is an oﬁersimﬁlificai

1 R.P. Nathan & M.N. Nathan. America's Governments. John wiléy & Sons (New
York; NY); 1979. p. xiv.
Z Quoted in J.W. Fesler (Ed.); The 50 States and Their Local Governments.
0 Alfred A. Knopf (New York; NY), 1967. p. l&. 3
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® Fire protection e Public transportation

e Police protection ® Welfare |

® Water supply e Airports and harbors

e Waste disposal o Voter registration and. elections
¢'Gas and electricity supply @ Record keeping

e Street building and maintenance e Coroner

Public health Prosecution of law-breakers

Parks and recreation

Local courts

Correctional institutions

Libraries; museums; 2z00s

e Taxation
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e Public education

Functions of State Government in the U.S.

Care of the mentally ill

Police protection

e National Guard e Regiulation of business and industry
e Water supply ® Regulation of professions and trades

»

Regulation of labor
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Promotion of business and tourism

e Public health

Parks and forests

State courts

Correctional institutions

Fish and game management

& Agriculture ® Aid to education
e Welfare e Taxation

Departments and Key Agencies of the Federal Government

o State (foreign affairs) e Health and Welfare

e Defense e Education

e Treasury e Energy

e Justice e Postal Service

e Commerce e Securities and Exchange Commission

e Labor e Federal Reserve System

e Interior ® Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation
e Housing and Urban Development e Federal Communications Commission

o Agricilture e Civil Aeronautics Board

e Transportation e Federal Courts
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COMMISSION MODEL

Department heads are each
directly elected by the
voters. They meet toge-
ther to develop budgets;

set policies? and oversee

the locality.
ment heads select one of
the1r number to serve as
the "mayor''; he or,she has
little or no formal power
but mav gain in influence.

MAYOR/COUNCIL MODEL-

The mayor and gach member

ture) are directly elected
by the voters. The mayor
appoifits the departmient
heads; and may fire them.
The Council ogversees the
work of the departments.
In this model; the mayor
and the Council are both
independently powerful.

COUNCIL/MANAGER MODEL
The members of the Council
(legislature) are directly
elected by the voters.
They recruit and appoint
a manager (a professiotial
administrator); and may
fire him. The manager ap-
pdints the deﬁartment heads

"""" In this

well as of the departments;

the manager is not inde-
pendently powerful:



Simplified Model of Federal and State Governments in the linited States

VOTERS

Ipper Lower
louse House
mber s Members

I_—ﬁ

dpprove Bﬁdgété

and set policies for

elpct

President
_.or
Governor

_appoints | Members

of the

Judiciary

executive (president or governor)

directly elected by all the voters.

members of the upper and lower
ses of the legislature are éaéhr
ectly elected by voters from indi-
ual geographic dreas; the members
resent their respectivé areas in
legislature. The executive ap-
nts the heads of the departments

Executive
Agency

| Heads

and agencies; and may fire them: Tﬁé,,
legislature oversees the work of the de-
partments and agencies, The executive
appoints members of the judiciary, but
cannot fire them. (In some states; cer—.
taifi members of the judiciary are directly
elected by the voters.) Executive; legis-—
lature; and judiciary are all independently

powerful in an arrangement such as this:
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HISTORY OF THE H:S:A::

Homestay Program Orientation

FocuS ON KEY PRESIDENTS

Objectives:

Students'
Materials:

Materials:

Requlred:

Discussion:

Leader's Guide

1. To provlde a brief overview of five important perlods

in . the hlstory of the HnIted States: the founding of
the natlon, the €ivil War era; the Progressive Era;

the Great Depression, and the upheavals of the 1960s.

2, To dlscuss the persona11t1esl careers, and ma30r p011-

sevelt, and Lyndon B. Johnson.

To present draw1ngs, pa1nt1ngs, and photographs de~-

picting these f1ve pres1dents as welt as a varIety of

W

Homestay Program Orientation Manual (one per student)

History: Five ?reszdents, 1nc1uded herein.

2, A room. that can be fiade dark and that has a Whlte or
very light colored smooth wall on which slides can
be projected.

3. The followrng two items, available through the AFS

person in charge:

® Carosel of 70 pre—arranged s11des dEplctlng five
eras in U.S. history (see page V-25)

& Projector capable of using the carosel.

Approximately two hours, strictured as follows:
25 minutes: Part I — George Washlngton and the Found-
, ing of the Nation
25 minutes: Part II - Abraham L1nc01n and the C1v11 War
25 minutes: Part I1I - Theodore Roosevelt and thé Pro-
;ressive Era
25 minutes: Part IV - Franklin D. Roosevelt and the

Great Depression

25 minutes: Part V - Lyndon B. Johnson and the Upheav-
als of the 1960s

The pages immediately following contain the captions for

the 70 slides: It is suggested that instead of showing

all the sltides at once; you show each segment separately

and follow eachshow1ng with a presentation and discussion

of other salient points about that historical period and

o8



the president associated with it. No point=by-point
sequence is siggested below for these presentations.
It is assumed that you will be able to develop them,

the hlstory of the Unlted States:

I " S
Slide 1: The Seal of the President of the United §E§tes. (This

(F&) slide is placed first to serve as an introduction to

the entire set of slides:)

PART I -~ GEORGE WASHINGTON AND THE FOUNDING OF_THE NATION

Slide 2: This is a late nineteenth century postcard that recalls

(F10) the legeﬁt of the young boy George Washington who chop-
ped down the cherry tree but could not lie to his father
about doing it. This §tbry (and _many cthers) was_the
booR Zhelefffapd Memqrable Actlons of,GeorgefWéshzng:
ton. It is widely believed to be true by people in the
United States.

Slide 3: This is an engraving depicting the Battle of Lexington,
(B13) Massachusetts; the opening skirmish of the Revolutionary
War; which occurred on April 19; 1775. The Americans
had been ordered to withdraw from the green at Lexington
in the face of overwhelming superiority in numbers of

the British. But the Americans did not withdraw (why is

not clear); and someone fired the first shot, ''the shot
heard féﬁﬁd the world." The British claimed that the

Amerlcans flréd it, and vice versa. Eight American
"minutemen' were kllléd and ten were wounded; but they

rallied and routed three companies of ''redcoats' at
the North Bridge of Concord; not far away:

Slide 4: This engraving shows George Washington assuming commaud

(B23) of the Continental Army on the village green of Cambridge,
Massachusetts; on July 3, 1775:

Slide 5: George Washlngtoniﬁgg h}s7gggi§gei§b9wgicr9§§}ggigheizce—

(B27) packed Delaware River in driving snow on Christmas Day,

1776. This daring night-time raid on Trenton, New Jersey,

enabled the Continental Army to capture more than 900

British mercenaries (He551ans, from Germany) as well as

many arms. The mercenaries had been drinking heavily and

were in no condition to fight.

Siide 6: The Continental Army suffered a horrible winter at Valley
€837) Egggeingnp§y1van1a?7dur1ng the winter of 1777-78. Blanm-
kets were in such short supply that many of the soldiers
= 1y
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Stide
(B46)

Slide
(B47)

10:

11:

12:

had to remain awake at night sitting by fires to keep

warm. The severe w1nter short supplles, and dlsease

together.

Washington and some of his generals are shown at York-

town, Virginia.

Washlngton and the Brltlsh commander, Lord Cornwallls,
at Yorktown, where the Brltlsh made their f1na1 sur-
render to the Continental Army in October 1781. This
is an artist's conception -- in actuality, Cornwallis
himself was not present at the surrender ceremony.

Vernon, V1rg1n1a.

Martha Custis, a widow who married Washlngton in 1759.
She d1st1ngu1shed herself as _a grac1ous hbétééé. She

their father died.

George Washlngton during the 17905, when he was the first
president of the United States.

PART IT —— tTNEﬁtN AND THE CIVIL WAR

b11de

(H39)

Slide
(H13)

Slide
(H18)
Slide
(H40)

Siide
(H42)

16:

17:

Thls 1s an 111ustrat1on that appeared 1n the famous anti-

Stowe. _ The book both sol1d1f1ed the determination of the
abolitionists in the North; and drove people in the South
closer together for protection of their way of life.

In this photograph; a slave shows the scars left from a
severe beating.

Slaves at rest on a Southern plantation: Music was a key
means of diversion and self-expression for the slaves.

This political cartoon depicted the view of many people

in the North concerning the Democratic Party's platform

of 1856, which endorsed the Kansas—Nebfaska Act and the

idea of '"popular soverexgnty. ) The approval by the Demo-

crats of the introduction of slavery into U: S. territories

led to the formation of the new Repub11can Tarty, which

Abraham Lincoln soon joined:

Slaves on the deck of a ship docked at Key West, Florida,

in April 1860. These slaves had been brought into the
ro



Slide
(N12)
Slide
(F59)

Slide
(F62)

Slide
(F64)

stide
(D14)

stide
(D26)

Slide
(H47)

Slide
(D35)

Slide
(D58)

20:

21:

22:

24:

25:

26:

United States llléééll&; since the importation of
slaves was prohibited in 1809.

Coincidentally,; oil was discovered for the first time

in the U.S. in 1860, at Titusville; Pennsylvania.

This political banner promotes the election of Abraham

Lincoln and his running mate; Hannibal Hamlin; in the
election of 1860.

Abraham Lincoln photographed in 1860 sometime before

his inauguration; Note that he has not yet grown a

" beard.

Abraham Lincoln; with beard; after he became Presi-

dent of the United States:

Fort Sumter, South Carolina, is shown in this palntlng

as it appeared before its bombardment in the spring of
1861. The bombardment almost completely destroyed the

fort, and begau the Civil War:

at Antietam, Maryland in October 1862. One of the

generals in the photo is George McClellan, who was

fired by Lincoln a month later for 1ncompetence follow—
1ng the escape of the Southern army across the Potomac
river. Had McClellan pursued the Confederate forces
following the battle (at which time the river was flooded)
the Civil War mlght have been shortened by years.

This i§ an értiét § rdﬁéﬁt1CiZéd Cbﬁté?tidﬁ 6f the reac-

in on]y those areas whege the Unlon_fo:ges had no effec—
tive control. Perhaps it is more significant as a sig-

nal that the North was fighting to end slavery; not only
to preserve the Union (as Lincoln had originally stated).

These are only a few of the 43,500 casualties left after
the three-day Battle of Gettysburg, Pennsylvania, in

July 1863, at which time the Union forces were able to
stop the advance of the Confederates toward the North.
Thus was the tide of the war turned.

General Ulysses S. Grant, photographed at Cold Harbor,

Virginia; in June 1864. At about the time this picture
was taken, Grant ordered a frontal assault on Confed-
erate fortifications; resulting in the loss of 7000
Uhibh soldiers in less théﬁ one hour:. It was Grant's

his to L1ncoln s attention; Grant's initials; U:S:

were sometimes said to stand for "unconditional surren—

der." Carnage such as occurred at Cold Harbor was only

a)f?



somewhat worse than usual in this bloodisst of all wars

in which the United States has part1c1pated Grant

later became President of the U.S., and is generally

reckoned to have been one of the worst of all U.

presidents.

Stide 27:  The ruins of Richmond; Virginia, capital of the Confed-

(D76) erate States of America, following its capture by Union
forces in April 1865.

Stide 28: The last portrait of Abraham Lincoln, taken less than a

(F71) week before his assassination.

Slide 29: This i§ an artist' Aiconceptlon of the assassination of

(D78) Litnicoln at Ford's THeater on April 14, 1865. Sitting

next to Lincoln is his wife, Mary Todd Already grief-
stricken over thée sudden loss of their son soon after
L1ncoln became pre31dent she became mentally unbalanced

Slide 30: This "wanted" poster offered large rewards for the capture
(D79) of the conspirators_who participated in the plot _to assass+
inate Lincoln as well as other high government officials.

(Only Lincoln was assassinated.)

PART IIT -- THEODORE ROOSEVELT AND THE PROGRESSIVE ERA

§lide 31: This photograph; taken in 1888; shows a farm family in

(x8) front of théir sod hoﬁsé in Nébraska. Note that the same

eral members of the fam11y.

Slide 32: A farmer in his barnyard in Germantown, Pennsylvania, in
(R14) about 1900. There had been an agricultural depression
in the U.S. in the early 1890s; the result of overproduc-
tion.
Slide 33: A steam engine aaﬁﬁfaétﬁfiﬁg shop in Racine; Wisconsin;
(N&3) in 1900
Siide 34: Workersirn a meatipaehlngiglantirn Chicago im 1905. At
(N74) this time; Chicago was ''hog butcher to the world."
Siide 35: ?sgggﬁégfﬁaggf in a coal mine in Pennsylvania around 1900:
(N45) These lads had to separate coal from slate, a dangerous

job that could resuilt in the loss of a finger or a hand.

Siide 36: Immigrants seeklng admission to the United States at
{N40) Ellis Island, in New York harbor. Between 1890 and 1924,
some tweive mllllon immigrants entered the U.S. Only

those in "steerage' went to E111s Island for med1ca1 and

other adm1ss10ns procedures ~ First and second class pas-

€0




Slide 37: The "Rough Riders," photographed in 1898: Theodore Roo-
(M38) sevelt is second from the left in the second row:. He

was éécoﬁd ih command. The Rough R1ders ~were far more

,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,

than they were in winning the Spanish-American War.

Sl;de 38: Theodore Roosevelt as a Rough Rider, photographed at
(F115) Montauk Point, New York, after he had returned from the
war. Later in this same year he was elected govarmnor
. of New York:
Slide 39: A McKinley-Roosevelt campaign poster from the election
(F100) of 1900. Note the claim that the Republicans brought

prosperity to the country following the depression of

the 1890s under the Democrats. (McKinley was elected

president for the first time in 1896.)

slide 40: Theodore Roosevelt; photographed in 1906, during his
(F112) presidency.

Slide &1: This political cartoon appeared in 1906, and shows Roo-
(Fl16) sevelt and his huge Navy. Because of hls dggressive

diplomacy and willingness to make a show of the U.S.

fleet; T.R.'s foreign policy was often characterized by

his statement; 'Speak softly and carry a big stick."

Siidé,ﬁZ: Roosevelt in 1910, after he had returned from Afrlca and

(F119) discovered that he was disappointed in the performance

of his hand-picked successor, William H. Taft.

Slide 43: This campaign banner was used during Roosevelt's unsuc-

(F118) cessful bid to re-capture the pre51dency on the ticket

PART IV -- FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT AND THE GREAT DEPRESSION

Slide &4&4: The -1eaders of the United States Navy, photngraphed in

(M54) _ 1918. Franklin D. Roosevelt; Assistant Secretary of

the Navy,; is standing third from the left.

Slide 45: F.D.R. as vice presidential nominee of the Democratic
(F141) Party in 1920; before his polio attack:

Slide 46: This is a soup kitchen, where people could obtain a
(K36) free meal. Soup kitchens were familiar 81ghts in urban

areas during the Great Depression.

Stide 47: . This huge dust storm was photographed in Colorado in

{x38) 1935. A severe drought made such storm common in the
central part of the nation in the mid-1930s; and ruined
coun*iess farmers.

Slide 48: This Scene was photographed in a school classroom in

(k35) Tennessee during the Great Depression.

61
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Siidé,BZ:

(N108)

Slide 53:

(Fi42)

Slide 54:

(r143)

Stide 55:

(N99)

Sitide 56:

(F146)

Slide 57:

(F145)

Slide 58:

(M112)

Slide 59:

(M109)

This person is moving to the western part cf the nation
to seek a better life during the Great Depression. Many
people in the U.S. were forced to relocate in the 1930s.

This man in Detroit is déﬁbhstfétiﬁg Hié ﬁillihéﬁéés to
take a job. Photographec

This man in New York is trying to make a living by sell-
ing apples. Many others did likewise.

Shacks of industrial workers in Patterson; New Jersey,
photographed in 1937.

Franklin Delano Roosevelt; photographed early during his
presidency.

Eleanor Roosevelt; who carved out a career for herself

above and beyond that of being the "First Lady:" She

wrote books and a newspaper coldmn, and gained a well-

deserved international reputation as a champron of civii

ahd human rights: At one point she served: as a delegate

to the Bnited Nations:

Franklin Roosevelt is shown 51gn1ng into law one of the

most important pieces of legislation passed during the
August 1935;

"New Deal'': the Social Security Act.

This chart was prepared inm 1933, soon after F.D.R. became
president; in order to explain the many 1tems of legisla-
tion passed during the "first hundred days' and how they

were attemptlng to cope with the various threats to the

welfare of the publlc.

This p011t1ca1 cartoon, which appeared in 1934 deplcts
F.D.R. trying to explain the prollferatlon of New Deal

agencies, known collectively to many as "alphabet soup.'

Franklin ROOSeVelt is shown aboard a battleship durlng
the Second World War.

Roosevelt is shown with Winston Churchill and Joseph
Sta11n at Yalta in February 1945, only two months before

PART V ~— LYNDON B. JOHNSON AND THE UPHEAVALS OF THE 1960s

slide 60:

(F153)

Slide 61:

(H122)

U. S. Senate and perhaps the most powerful person in the
national legislature. This photo was taken during the
late 1950s.

This. photo; taken in ﬁiééiééiﬁﬁi in 1939; 1s evidence

of racial segregation in the taited States:
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In thIs scene, a Black ch11d and hls parent are be1ng

sometime during the 1950s:

This photograph shows a portlon of the crowd that demon—

strated om behalf of civil rights in Washlngton DC, in
Aagust 1963. This is believed to have been the largest

protest march in the history of the United Stztes.
Civil rights leaders are shown meeting with President

in Angust 1963 Mart1n Luther Klng, the great c1v11
rights leader who was later assassinated; is fifth from
the left.

Civil rights marchers are arrested in Selma, Alabama, in
March 1965. The violernce perpetrated on the protesters
was part1a11y responsible for Lyndon Joliisoni's Address
on7Vot1ng Rights, delivered to Congress about one week

iater;

Lyndon Baines Johnson photographed while he was President
of the United States.

U.S. soldiers in South Vietnam in 1967. The helicoptér
was a key weapon in this highly mobile jungle war against
guerilla fighters.

U.S. soldiers on patrol somewhere in Vietnam during the
1960s. During the héight of U.S. involvement in Vietnam,

M111tary pollce are shown keeplng demonstrators away
from ‘the Pentagon; the headquarters of the U.S. military,

the United States in Vietnam. October 1967.

U.s. marshalls _remove a demonstrator during the gIant
protest march in October 1967. The protests against U.S.
involvement in Vietnam became so massive that Lyndon
Johnson dec1ded not to_seek another term as pre51dent

in the election of 1968,
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George Washington and the Founding of the Nation

George Washlngton ig ds legendary and respected as any fxgure E?,ﬁ?EtEd
States history. Besides belng the first pre51dent of the new nation, he
was once said to be "first in war, first in peace, and first in the hearts
of his ‘countrymemn.’ Most people in the U.S. do not know that he was cri-
t1c1zed roundly during his lifetime for m111tary ineptmess, poixtxcal cor-
ruption, personal treaehery,rand even for allegedly steal1ng from the U:S:
Treasury Hls elevatlon tb the status of demlgod was to a consxderabie
blography of Washlngton that first appeared in 1800, less than a year foi~-
lowing Washington's death. Weems attributed all klnds of virtues to Wash-
ingtop. It was Weems who originated the story about the cherry tree, now

well knowin by virtually every school child in the U.S.

planter.and,hls w1fe. His father who,was huge and fabulously qtrcng,
died when he ﬁasreleven.,,After,that Washington escdped from his nother
ﬁhenever he cauld td visit relatives aﬁd friends (In 1ater 1ife; his

glected her.) He had a rud1mentary educatlon in math-related subJects
and surveying, and was thought to be practical ("a man of hands") rather
than a thinker. Through his half brother Lawrezsice, who had martried the
daughter of a wealthy Virginia plaiiter, George becadnie a familiar figire
in upper-class Virginia society.

was ulneteen. At this tlme,fhe accpmpan;ed,Lawrence to Barbados, where
the latter hoped to recover from tuberculosis. Instead, Lawrence died .
and George contracted smallpox, which left his face permanently pockmarked.
At age twenty-one, Washington was commissioned a major in the militia of
Virginia; and was assigned to go to a French fort in the Ohio valley to
deliver an ultimatum from the British. The French refused to leave the
area. Washington; accompanied only by a guide. returned on foot through
deep snow over a distance of some 500 miles; with 50 miles remaining; he
was forced to cross the 1ce—jammed Alleghéﬁy River; into which he fell.

His ability to survive this terrible ordeal is & testimony to his great
strength and stamina. During the fcllowing five years; Washington served
as a lieutenant colonel; then colonel (and commander-in~chief) of the Vir-
giﬁia ﬁilitia, aﬁd saw aétibh agaiﬁst bdth thé FréhCh aﬁd ‘the Indians.

in 1and and slaves made him perhaps the richest man in V1rg1n1a At this
time Washington began sixteen years of private life as a tobacco planter;
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bors, but there is not evidence that this re1atlonsh1p was consummated.

By 177ﬁ Washlngton had begun to part1c1pate act1ve1y in the economic and
political rebellion of the colonies against British rule. He was elected
as a delegate from V1rg1n1a to attend the F1rst Cont1nenta1 Congress,

what steps were to be,taken,agalnst the British. He also served as a
delegate to the Second Continental Congress; where he was unanimously

e1ected commander—in-chief of the proposed Cont1nenta1 “Army. For seven

of conscrlptlon that foréed him to reﬁeatedly train raw recruits. But

when matters seemed hopeless; Washxngton would move with ~great daring; as

he did on the Christmas night in 1776 when he and his men silently rowed

across the icy Delaware River and captured some 900 sieeping British mer-

cenaries. With tte aid of the French, v1ctory for Washington and the

Continental Army came at Yorktown, Virginia, in October 1781. It has been

said that he won in spite of his numercus difficulties because he avoided

meeting his enemies on their own terms and was a master of tactical re-

treat; maneuver at night; and shrprIse attack: In addition; he possessed

magnetic leadership abilities; which probably help account fcr his ability

to keep the army together through unbelievably difficult times such as the
winter at Valley Forge:

Immed1ate1y after the war there was a forma1 movement to persuade Washing-

ton to accept a crown and mend the nation's political rivalries by becoming

K1ng - His response to this idea is noteworthy: 'Such ideas . . . I must

view with abhorrence and reprehend with severity."” He resigned his com-

mission and returned home to Virginia as a private citizen,; aged 51:

The first government of the new nation was organized under the Art1c1es

the thirteen liberated colonles. In 1787, a conventlon was convened in

Philadelphia for the purpose of con31der1ng a new set of rules for the

government; Washington attended as a deIegate from Virg1n1a 7””d unani-

mously was elected to chair the proceedlngs. He is said to have pre51ded

over this eanstltutlonai Convention "with a grave and paterna1 silence"”

and to have been "above fray and faction.'" 1In the only speech he made at

the convention, he urged a large House of Representatives (that is, one

with a relatIvely small number of constituents per vepresentative) as a
more adequate ''security for the riglits and interests of the people."” It
is also said that the members of the convention agreed on a relatively
strong role for the pre51dent for the new repub11c because they tended

to think of Washington as the first person who would fill that role.

The new Constitution was ratified in 1788, and early in 1789 the electoral
college named George Wa sh1ngton as the f1rst President of the reorganlzed

government. Washlngton reluctantly acceptedJ and was 1naugurated in New

During his first four years in offlce, he tried to remain non-polltlcal.
Q
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He tauréa all thirtéen statéé in a éyﬁbélié geetﬁre of unity; avoided

Congress to Optlmlstlc homilies. To his Cabinet he named outstandlng

ﬁén of Variéﬁe néinte 6f Vieﬁ. It was said that ne1ther hatred nor

earned him the rebuke of his friends. But he also set a precedent for

the exercise of strong presrdentral authority in matters where the -
Constitution was amblguous or silent; and he purposefully maintained

the presidential mansion in an elegant and highly dignified (some said

g1ac1a1) fashion that was intended to force respect from foreign diplo-
mats and U.8: citizens alike:

Towards the end of his first term, WashIngton s administration was

shaken by the acrimonious and increasingiy publlc debate between the

Secretary of State; Thomas Jefferson; and the Secretary of the Treas-

ury; Alexander Hamilton: Hamllton, young and brllixant, was determined

to put the new nation's financial structure on a sound footing; he pro-

posed measures such as having the national government assume the debts

of all the states; creat1ng a strong central bank to issue official cuor-

rency; and enacting various taxes and tariffs: Jefferson, an agrarlan

democrat who feared concentration of wealth and power, was insensed over

what he regarded as flagrant c011u51on of p011t1ca1 and financial 011—

garcies: Washington accepted a secznd term as pre51dent 1arge1y to pro-

vide z bridge between those who sided with Hamilton and those who sided

with Jefferson: Bnrlng his second term, he became 1ncreasxng1y drawn

into polltlcai controversies and subJect to attacks in the press, which

troubled him deeply The resignations of both Ham11t6n and Jefferson

At the end of his second term;, in 1796, Wazshington delivered his famous

Fairwell Address; In it, he warned ‘against the deb11 tating effects of

sectlonailsm, exce551ve party Bplflt and the lnSIdIOUS wiles of for-

eign influence:" He counseled strongly against both permanent alliances
and permanent animosities with other natiouns, urging instead "temporary
alliances for extraordlnary emergencies." He retired quxte happ11y to
his home inm V1rg1n1a, and returned to planting. He died in December,

1799, at the age of 68,

CIated with the foundlng of the United States., He played a substantial
role in the life of the Brltlsh colonles, ifn .the war for 1ndependence,
in the creation of the Const1tut10n, and in the first years of the new
republlc under that Consultutien; He placed an 1nde11b1e stamp on. the

a11 the people. He can take some cred1t for the nation's economlc we11—
be1ng during its early years because he saw flt,to accept Hamilton's
ideas. And he should be remesibered, too, for vigorously spurning a
crown that he very probably could have had if he only had not said no.
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Abraham Lincoln and the Divided Nation

Abraham Lincoln is-almost as revered in the U:S:. as is Washington. 4n

eminent historian called tincoin 'the coilectlve wish- fulflilment of

the Amerlcan people," and one of Lincoln' s contemporaries said that he
was '"'the greatest character since Christ." Lincoln is often treated as
though he rose almost reluctantly from obscurity because of his natural
brilliance and charisma, heeding the call of his fellow countrymen. But
his law partner has another story: "Lincoln's amb1t1on was a little en-
gine that knew no rest. He was always calculating and planning ahead."

ble birth: He was born in 1809 in a one-room, dirt-floored log cabin in

the back woods of Kentucky His father was a Baptlst and a carpenter by
"trade, able barely to write his own name. His mother, apparently the
111eg1t1mate daughter of a V1rg1n1a aristocrat, died when Lincoln was
fiine. By that time, the fam11y had moved to Indlana where Abe helped
construct their new cabin. Lincoln's fatker quickly married again; Abe's
step—mother ericouraged his interest iid reading, which his father digap-
proved of because it kept the boy from his chliores. However, the family's
economic 51tuatlon was grlm,rand Abe had to help out in many ways As a

trees,randrfor his habits of th;nk1ng, telllng stgrlesl and read1ng,(by
candlelight if necessary, according to 1egend) One of the books that

deeply affected him was Parson Weems b1ography of George Washington.

When Llncoln was twenty-one, the fam11y moved to Illanls The next year
he got a job work1ng on a flatboat carrying goods to New Orléané.f The
owner of the boatﬂllkediLlncoln,and offered him a job as a clerk in a
genieral store in New Salem, Illinois. He won the respect of the towms-
people by fighting the tuwwn bully to a draw, and for his friendliness;
honesty, and kindness to widows and children. He liked being & clerk be-
cause it game him much time to read . . . everything from the U.S. Con-
st1tut1on to Macbeth. After 11v1ng in the town for a year; he campaigned
for a seat in the Illinois general assembly; but lost. Then he entered
the grocery buéineéé with a partnér on borrowéd ﬁonéy Thé businéss wént

ying law. It tock fifteen years for Lincoln to pay off their creditors.

A second try for the Illinois general assembly in 1834 was successful.
Mostly silent during his first legislative session; Lincoln rose there-
after to the leadership of the Whig Party; which was in the minority in
the assembly. He advocated at this time that the vote be given to "all
whites who pay taxes or bear arms;" a radical suggestion in that it would

have enfranchised females. His pos1t1on on slavery was ambivalent; while

calling it an injustice as well as bad policy, he argned that the federal

government did not have the right to abolish slavery in any state. This

was the view he maintained until halfway through his presidency:

L1v1ng in the state capital of Illinois gave Lincoln ready access to high

society; and he met a well educated and charming young women named Mary

Todd:. Afcer courtxng her for twelve months, their wedd1ng date was set.

But Lincoln; at the very last moment, decided he couldn't go through with

the marriage: (According to some sources, he failed to turn up at the
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altar.) Immediately thereafter, he suffered a Severe nervous breakdown
that incapacitated him for a year and a half. He and Mary were wed near-
ly two years after the original date. It is well known that he and Mary
fought hard and bitterly, but remained wnitéd by their common love for

their four children. :

In 1846, Lincoln was elected to the U.S. House of Representatives by a
large majority. Here he opposed the extension of slavery to U.S. terri-
tories, but alsc opposed federal interference with slavery in stateés

Where it already exiétéd He served only one term, then ret1red to pr1—

nois Senator Stephen A. Douglas. Reagtlon ;n,many parts of the U.S. was
bitter, even violent, and a new political alliance; the Republicadn Party,
was formed to oppose such extensions of slavery. Lincoln campaigned for
the new party's presidential candidate throughout Illinois in 1856. The

Republican Candidaté lost; but Lincoln iﬁctéasiﬁgly ga1ned fame 1n I11i-

for the Senate seat then he1d by Douglas. It was dur1ng his acceptance
speech that 1ncoln urtered _the famous words, taken from the Bible: "A

Buring thé next year; L1ncoln was offered opportunltles to speak all

around the U.S. (except in the South); and did so. It was not surprIs—

ing; then; thzt k2 became a Yeading contender for the Republxcan Party's
presidentisl nomination at its 1860 convention. He won on the third
ballot; zad campaigned on a.platform calllng for non~interference in
slave states and for exclusion of slavery from the territories. The

Democratic Party split into three factions that vear; each faction put

forward a presidential candidate. Lincoln wou htnuxiy, carrying altl

eighteen free states. But the elation of victory was overshadowed by a

growing perception that war between the free and glave states was inevi-

table. Various compromise measures wer=a proposed in Congress white the

pre51dent-e1ect :emalned ﬁﬁblvcly vllent Behznd the ~scenes, however,

of slavery Even Jefore Lincoln arrlved in Washington for his inaugu-

ration; representatives from seven Southern atates had formaily pro-

clained the Confederatws States of America. ¥n his inaugural address,

Lincoln reaffirmed tha: he had no purpose to interfere with slavery in

states where it already existed. He declared that the Union was invio-

lable; and premised to dc his uonst*tut:.ona]: duty to see that the laws
were enforced throughout the entire nat:on:

Within six weeks of taking office, Confederate troops fired om Fort Sum-
ter; located on an island near Chartleston; South Carolina. The Civitl

War had begun Lincoln called for volunteers to fight in the Union army

and nrdered a naval blockade of the South. Four more states seceded:
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' The war years were bitter otes for Pre51dent L1ncoln. Besides the sud—

den death of his e1even—year—old soti, He had to contend with 1ncompetent
generals, m3551ve caéualtles, Unlon reverses in the f1e1d p011t1ca11y
atfany prlgefas well as,those who called,for total war on slaverg. 7L1n—
coln's position was that he was not fighting against slavery but rather
for the preservatlon of the Union. When he finally issued the Emancipa-
tion Proclamation in January 1863, he did so primarily to weaken the abil-
ity of the South to continue to f1ght. Based on the assumption that the

eleven states of the Confederacy continued to be rlghtfullg (if not ac-
tually) ﬁndér the rule of the U S government the proclamatlon freed the

sued and captured; the terrible war probably would have ended then and
there. In November of that year, L1ncoln came to Gettysburg to help de-

In 1864, L1ncoln f1na11y elevated a competent field general Ulysses S.
Grant, to commander—ifi-chief of the Union forces, and military victories
followed The Réﬁﬁblitéﬁ Pérty i‘é ﬁbﬁiiﬁétéd hiﬁi fdr Ijrééidéﬁt éﬁd thé
not,by a 1arge popplar margln.f Inapguratedfln March 1865 Llncoln hgd to
wait only one month to learn that the Confederate commander, Robert E. Lee,
had surrendered to Grant. Neither Lincoln nor Grant wished to impose
harshly punitive terms on the South. Lincoln even allowed new state gov-
ernments to be formed when only ten pércent of thé éléctoraté took an oath

mlght make millions of dollars available to compensate former slave owners.

But only five days after Lee's éurréﬁdér, Linicoln was assassinated as he

and his wife attended a play at Ford's Theater in Washington. His mur-

derer leaped to the stage and cried; "Sic semper. tyrannis! The South is
avenged!" He was shot to death two week:c later by Union troops who were
pursuing him, and his co-conspirators (who planned but failed to kill other
top federal officials) were later hanged.

Abraham Lincoln was a key part1c1pant in the most lelSlve 1ééﬁé that has
ever confronted the people of the United States. (Theé Civil War is by far
the bloodlest conf11ct ever fought by the people of the Un1ted States )

1865), however, because his rise to national prom1nence was so rapld. Per-
haps the most tragic aspect of the Lincoln &tory is that he was murdered

just at the end of the Civil War; that is; just at the beginning of the
"Réoonétrﬁotion era. It is ﬁidely be11eved ‘that the work of re-integrat-

Linicoln had been able to serve his second térm as pre81dent.
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Theodore Roosevelt and the Progresslve Nation

Theodore Roosevelt 1s one of the most colorful flgures 1n *11 oF U.S.
history. He was loaded w1th7energy,71nterested 1n7and7sk;11fu1 at a
wide range of pursuits,; and dedicated to social and political reform
at a time when many of his eminent contemporaries were standpat con-
servatives. Most important for his record as a national leader; he
was_responsive to the new nceds and conflicts of a people who were.
both expanding industrially and asserting themselves in world affairs.
Roosevelt; an activist if nothing else; was a major force in shaping

the presidency as we know it today.

“Teddy Roosevelt was born iu 1858 o a prosperous and cultivated New
York City family of Dutch ¢rigins. H;s father was an importer of glass
who was a friend of Abrahsam lincoln; his mother wa#s an aristocratic
Gébrgiéﬁ who réﬁéiﬁéd loya) to the Sdﬁth during thE CiVil War., Teddy

1esceﬁt He suffered greatly frcm,asthma and hrs eye81ght was so poor

that 1t madé hiﬁ awkward as é ehild. Because o‘ these phys1ca1 problems,

of time reading as a child, and was tutored at,home. It was at this
tiﬁé that hé eﬁltivatéd hié 1ife16hg iﬁtereSt iﬁ ﬁétﬁrél séieﬁée. It is

t10n was to study natural science. He studied dllxgently in spIte of

the fact that many of his classmates did not; and in his senior year be-
gan wr1t1ng h1s f1rst book; The Naval War of 1812. He was a member of

famlly., "See that g1r1°" he said to a friend. "I am g01ng to marry her.
She won't have me, but I'm going to have her!" He marrxed ber op his

t1cs was run by soc1ety s lowest elements: He replied simply that he

"intended to be one of the governxng class:" Within a year; he had been

elected to represent the district in the New York State assembly Here

he served three terms, and voted for political reform measures while at

the same time opposing most 1eg151at10n intended to improve the lot of

laboring people: However, after serving on a committee that visnited New

York City tenements in order to investigate the cigar industry, he became

more favorable to labor legislation:
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in 1884 of both his mother and his wife: Roosevelt was at the bedside

of each as they died. Soon afterwards, he headed west to the bakota Ter-

r1tory, where he had already pnrchased a ranch:. Here he lived for about

two years as a hunter, rancher; outdoorsman, and writer, and loved every

minute of it: People in the Dakota Territory often treated those who

wore glasses as sub~human; in one instance, Roosevelt was accosted in a

bar by a drunk holding two cocked pistols who said "Four eyes is going to

treat.'" Roosevelt knocked him out:

Wiped out by the drought of 1886 Roosevelt returned to New York City and

almost immediately became a candIdate for ¢~ iyor (because no prominent Re-

publican would run). After coming in a poor third, he went to England to

@?EEX,hI§,99114b9°d sweetheart Edith Carow; together they toured the Con—
tinent; then returned to settle down at Sagamore Hill on Long Island. 1In

1888, Roosevelt was appointed a U.S. Civil Service Commissioner, a post

of small consequence that he managed to use to come to nat10na1 attentlon

the latter was a Democrat and Roosevelt was a Republican, In 1895, Roose-

velt accepted appoIntment as Police Comm1581oner of New York Clty, at this

time the force was riddled with corruption. He encountered so much oppo-—

sition to his efforts to reform the force —— there even was a 1arge pro-

test parade by German—-Americans who opposed his efforts to close salooms

on Sundays -— that he was happy to accept appointierit as Assistant Secre-

tary of the Navy in 1897 Dur1ng the absenCe of the Secretaty for only

in the Pac1f1c, order1ng him to take action aga1nst the Spanlsh Fleet 1n
the event of a declaration of war against Spain. This act; though insub-
ordinate, helped insure the great U.S. naval victory at Man11a Bay.

When the U.S. battleshlp Maine mysterlously exploded while docked in Cuba,
Roosevelt res1gned his navy post and 1mmed1ate1y began recru1t1ng cowboys,

Volunteer Cavalry Regiment, the famous "Rough Riders." Thls force fought
only two erigagements in Cuba, but Roosevelt's personal courage under fire
was demonstrated, and he became a national héro. Roosevelt apparently be-
lieved that his leading of a cavalry chargs was h;é life's supreme moment.
Returning home, he ran for Governcr of New York; he took seven Rough Ri-
ders with hiﬁ during the caﬁpaign ~and had a_ buglér blow "Chargé'" before

State, Tom Platt by,pay;ng no attentlon to,what Platt wantedfdone” Thus5
in 1900, Platt promoted Roosevelt for the vice presidency. 'T.R.;" as he
was now known, did riot wish to become Vice president; knowing well that
it was a powerless figurehead post. But hé was so popular all around the
country that he could not stop the movement to nominate him. William Mc-
Kinley and Roosevelt were elected; and Roosevelt returned to Sagamore
Hill for an extended vacation soon after taking office.

President McKinley was assassinated in September 1901; and T.R. became '
president.at age 42. This was a time of great social and economic unrest

in the U.S.; for an ever increasing number of citizens were demanding an
end to the heartless abuses of industrial cap1tallsm The "Progressives'

included countless farmers and laborers as well as political reformers

(such as Robert M. LaFollette and Eugene V. Debs) and muckraking jourral-
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ists (such as Upton Sinclair and Lincoln Steffens), all of whom decried

of wages, uncontrolled giant "trusts," and the coercion of powerful own-
ers and managers. The Progréssives now looked to T.R. to bring the

position in his first message to Congress. He adopted a moderate posi-
tion, avoiding the old extreme of laissez faire (which had allowed the

»roposed by the more radical Progressives: socialism. _He said that he
wished _to eradicate the evils of the existing system while retaining its

Roosevelt's greatest challenge as president came in 1902 when the United
Mine Workers struck for better wages and working conditions..  The mine

owners refused Z:» —ake any sort of offer at all; and the strike contin-

goverument had no authority to act. He used every means at his command
to bring about arbitration; but the owners told him to his face to mind
his own business. Roosevelt then formulated an extra-legal plan to have
the U.S. Army seize and operate the mines; he let the details ''leak" to
the owners; who then agreed to arbitration. The miners returned to work

meant that organized labor was informally recognized by the government,
and that government would assert itself as a third force in strikes:. T:R:

referred to his approach to this crisis; as well as to many other issues

the Republicans would re-nominate him in 1904. But he played himself as

being interested primarily in moderate reform in order to prevent radi-
cals (that is, .socialists) from coming to power, and received the support
of the biggest money men in the nation: Winning handily, he swung sharp-
ly leftward during his second term, instituting numerous "trust busting'
actions against big business and supporting major items of legislation
designed to regulate business and industry. When 1908 came, T.R. did not
wish to be president for a third term. He engineered the nomination of
his hand-picked successor; William H. Taft; and departed for a hunting

safari in Africa within days of Taft's inauguration:

life in the U.S. Unsuccessful at wresting the Republican nomination from

Party; insuring the election of the Democrat; Woodrow Wilson: 1In 1914 he
explored the Amazon River in Brazil, returning ill; injured, and very an-

noyed that he could not fight in World War One. He died in January 1919.
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== or will. He was a p011t1c1an over whom people. d1sagreed v1olent1y To
some he was a dictator; & Red; a destroyer of capitalism; to others (the
maJor1ty) he was the champlon of the poor and of labor; the friend of mi-
nor1t1es, and the sav1or of cap1ta115m What everyone cou1d agree about

mother; of Flemrsh descent; was young and independently wealthy; and is

said to have smothered Franklin in dictatorial love. The family was Demo-
cratic in politics in spite of being distant cousins of T:R.; whom Franklin

called "Uncle Theodore." As a boy,; Franklin let a secure life full of the

perquisites of monied aristocracy: governesses; private tutors; dancing

school; hunting; sailing; and riding his owm pony. At fourteen, Franklin

entered the Groton School in Massachusetts; at that time the nation's most

elite prep school: Run by a strict clergyman; the school's moral curri-

culum emph351zed the resporsxblilty of the wealthy to aid the less fortu-

nate: Franklin was an average student but was excluded from his classmates

well established cliques because he had arrived some years after most of

them: He sang in the <hoir; managed the baseball team; won the Latin prize,

partlclpated ir debate; and was described by a classmate as '"nice, but col-

orless:" In 1900; Franklin entered Harvard Hnlver81ty, where he majored in

politicatl history and govermment, maintained a "gentleman C" average; and

obtained hkis B:A. in three years:. He served as editor of the student news-

paper; Ths Crimson, but was keenly disappointed not to have been elected to

Harvard's most prestigious social club (Porcelliam):. When his father died

dur1ng this time; his mothe:x 1mm°d1ately moved to rooms mear the Harvard

campus so she could supervise his development more closely: But in spite

of her determined opposition; she could not prevent him from marrying a

distant cousin, Eleanor Roosevelt; in 1905. T.R. gave the bride away.

Shortly before his marriage; Framklin enrolled im Columbia University Law

Schoocl. He passed the bar exam before completing his coursework,; so never

bothered to compiete the degree. He _then spent about three years Working

in New York €ity as a Iawyer, commutlng on WEckends to Hyde Parl and on

holidays to the massive Roosevelt ' 'cottage' on Campobello Island off the

coast of Maine: in 191G, when he was 28, leading Demccrats persuaded him

to run for a seat in the state senate, rEpresentlng three upstate counties
(Inciuding Butchess) Eiected by a th1n margln Fr,nklln 1mmedlate1y 1ed

consequence. Although he won a second term in 1912, he found himseif in
Washington at the end of that year as Assistant Secretary of the Navy be-
cause he had worked hard for Woodrow Wllson § nomination at the Democratlc

Conventxon. In Washlngton, he began maklng contacts and ga1n1ng pol1t1ca1

the North Sea’ in guch a way thatiAli1ed,shlpp1ng,was effect1vely protected
from German submarides. He is also credited with borrowing a destrover for
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a private visit to Campobello Island. In 1920, having just resigned his

Navy post;, Roosevelt was nominated by the Democratic Convention for vice

president; running with James M. Cox of Ohio. The two of them campaigned

largely on the position that the U:S: should enter the Eeague of Nat1ons,

but they were slaughtered at the polls by Warrem 6. Harding's '"Return to

Normalcy.'" Roosevelt returned to prrvate law practice; then accepted a

position as vice president of a bank in Maryland:

In August 1921, while yatching off Campobello; Franklin fell into the 1cy

waters. The very next day, while sa111ng, he beached hlS boat to fight a

small forestrflre, then refreshed himself by plunglng into the same fr1g1d

waters Return1ng home, he sat readlng for a while in his wet bath1ng

suit;, then went to bed compla1n1ng of palns The next day he awoke to

find himself paralyzed from the chest down. At 39, the v1gorous F.D.R.

had been struck by pollo (infantile paralysis). He was totally crippled

and in excruc1at1ng pain at first; but within a few months he regalned

movement in his chest and back: He began a series of exerc1ses that soon
built his chest and arm juscles to prodigious strength and got around

thereafter in a wheelchalr or with canes and palnful braces, or in a

manually operated automobile Until 1928, Roosevelt's main occupatlon in
life was trying to regain his ability to walk He finally discovered the

88-degree mineral waters of Warm Sprlngs, Georgla, where he could exercise
by swimming; Warm Sprlngs was a seedy recort when he found it, so he boUght
it and turmed it into a modern hydrotherapentlc center, Throughout the

rest of his life he went there often, for he never regained the use of his

legs Tt 15 sald that hlS f1ght agalnst pollo gave Roosevelt a personal

governor aven though he had stated flatly that he wasn't interested. He
wot the electlon in svlte of a Republlcan whlsperlng campaign suggestlng

' that his unfortunate condltlon made him unfit for office. As goverrtor,

F.D. R: soon had to cope w1th the effects of the Greadt Depression, which
began with the dramatic "crash" of the stock market in Cctober 1929. Faced
w1ch a Republlcan leg1s1ature, he found it d1ff1cult to enact neasures for
coping with the crisis, but lié was able to set up the f1rst unemploymernt
rel;ef,agenqy,of any of the 487state 7He7declared thatf?the duty of the
gtate toward its cicizéﬁs is rhe duty of the servant _to his tﬂaétér," and

f1nd themselves v1ct1ms of adveise c1rcumstances .. Roosevelt was,

elected to a second term as governor in 1930 by the largest majorlty 1n the

;dent to stem the m1sery of the Great Depress1on, had almost no chance of
being re—elected. The fight for the Democratic mnomination was therefore

the major political drama of that year; and F.D.R. won it on the fourth

ballot Defylng those who thought Lhe 1nval1d should conduct_a _confident
m1les. Deplorlng the collapse of equal1ty of ot:a}:»ortuni.tsv,v,L he sa1d 1n orie
of his speeches that '"I do not believe that in the name of that sacred word
individualism a few powerful interests should be permitted to make indus-
trial cannon-fodder of the lives of half the population of the U.S." In
spite of Hoover's th1nly véiled charge that Roosevelt was embrac1ng commun-—
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ism; he won all but six states. In the four months between the election

and the inauguration; the economic condition of the country deepened rap-—
idly: fifteen million people were unemployed, midwestern farmers were
f1ght1ug foreclosures with force, "Hooverville'" were a common sight in

cities, the index of production dropped from 64 to 56; and runs on banks

Roosevelt's 1naugura1 address, comxng at such a bleak moment in the 11fe

of the natiom, was a stirring call to actlon for the federal govermment;

and included the now—-famous phrase that.'"the only thing we have to fear

is fear itself : . . "

Before going to bed on the day he was 1naugurated Roosevelt proc1a1med

a four-day bank holiday all across the nation in order to give him time

to prepare 1eg1slat1on to deal with the impending panic, and he cailled a

special session of Congress to meet a few days later. That session of

Congress lasted exactly 100 days and found members of both parties; un—

der F:D:.R.'s tireless leadership, work1ng in unity to create a package of

legislation that began the economic revolution known as the "New Deal."

The first piece of legislation, the Emergency Banking Relief Act, was

enacted on the véry first day of that session: 38 minutes in the House,

three hours in the Senate;, signed by F.D.R. the same evening. Banks all

around the nation opened their doors a few days later, and the disastrous

runs ceased. A dizying succession of acts followed; far too many to name

here, many were passed dur1ng the first hundred days, some in legislative

sessions that came later during Roosevelt's first term. Historians have

summarized the purpose of this deluge of legislation by pointing to its

underlyiﬁé purposes: recovery of business, agr1cu1tura1 and financiatl

activity, and relief for the millions of citizens who were unemployed as

a result of the Depre531on. When these two goals seemed more or less in

hand (sometime during 1935), Roosevelt and Congress turned their attention
to a third objective: reform of the socioc-economic system so as to insure
that a Great Depression did not re—occur in the future. Perhaps the most
important piece of legislation passed during F.D:R.'s first term was the
SOh’al Secur1ty Act (August 1935) wh1ch prov1ded for old—age retlrement

every etate except Malne and Vermont Although the country was clearly
in better economic condition than when he was f1rst 1naugurated F.D.R.
could lament ia his 1937 1naugura1 address that "1 see oue-third of a na-

tlon 111—housed 111—c1ad 111—nburlshed S ;" Ready to cont1nue w1th

preie Court unan1mously dec‘ared unconst1tut1ona1 one o‘= the majcr meas-—
vres of the first hundred days, the National Industrial Recovery Act.
Later, several other key acts alsc were disallowed by the Court. Angered,
Roosevelt quickly proposed to Congress a plan that would have allowed him
to "pack" the federal courts with additional 3ust1ces and judges. This
proposal, though defeated by Congrazss, was Roosevelt's poorest performance
as president, for it seemed to justify the criticism of arch-conservatives
that he was a conn1v;ng despot. Even Roosevelt's 11bera1 supporters were
embarrassed by his clumsy effort to gain pol1t1ca1 control of the court
system, the independence of which is considered sacred by many U.S. citi-
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attent1on in the Un1ted States. But a strong isolationist sentiment in

the country was able to prevent any strong U.S. response to outrages such

as Hitler's tak1ng of the Rhineland in 1936. Roosevelt apparently fore-

saw the worst; in a 1937 speech he warned; "Let no one imaging that Amer—

ica w111 esca e," and he asked Congress for money to strengthen the na-
P g1 g

tion's defenses in January 1939. Even after Hitler invaded Poland, public

op1n1on 1n the U.S. was 77% opposed to 1nvolvement in the war. Meanwhlle

gans such as Bétté? a third termer than a third rater!V By this time,

Roocevelt and most U:S: citizens were precccupied with the European war

and with attempts to stay out of it . . . as well as preparations should

the U.S. be drawn in. The Depress1on became a thing of the past d@s the

m111tery draft was instituted and wore und more war—related 1ndustr1es,

geared up; putting almost everyone back to work:. And war did come to the

U:.S.; on December 7, 1941, "a day that will live in infamy."

Roosevelt went on to win a fourth ters in 1944 in the midst of the war

years, in spite of increasingly precariocus health as a consequence of the

strain of war leadership. His 1945 inaugural address address was brief.

On h1s _way to a reception immediately afteiwards, he collapsed in His
son's arms: Three months later; while rest1ng at Warm Springs, he died

sudderily of a cerebral hemorrhage. It is said that millions of peoplé in

the United States reacted as though they had lost their own father.

In domest1c politics, Rooseveit had been (in his own words) "a little lefr

of center:" He used liberal means to preserve essentlally conservative

ends, that is; he urge increased government interfe rence in the economy

in order to maintain a basically capitalist, "free enterprlse system and

forestall revolution. F:.D.R. wae an experimenter, an improvisor, a prag-—._

matist; a practitiomer of trial-and-error problem-solving methods. Hé had

no coherent underlying =conomic philosophy. He attempted to deal with pro-

blems by any means that seemed reasonable and appeared workable. In the

end; the heap of New Deaul legislation did not completely cure the Depres—
sion; the Second World War did that. What may have been every bit az val-~-
uable for the people of the United States as all that _legislation was the

personai style of Franklln Delano Foosevelt for; until well into the war
years, he was possessed of a boyant self-confidénce that inspired optimism

and trust: .

~J
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Lyndon Baines Johnson; the son of z small farmer, came to the pre51dency

with more relevant experience fcr the JOb than Washlngton, L1ncoln, or

either of the two Roosevelts: At the center of national politics from

the mid-1930s untiil almost 1970; he was one of the ablest craftsmeni of

government in modern U:S: hIstory He is chlefly remembered as the

Southerner who was 1arge1y responsxble for securing federal legal guar—

antees for the rights of Blacks and other minorities, and as the presi-

dent whose plans for a "Great Society" were undermined by the national

anguish over the war in Vietnam.

Lyndon Johnson was borm in Texas in 1908, in the dry, rocky, southwest

hiil country where farmlng was difficult and chancy. An interest in poli—

tics ran on both sides of his family -- one of his ancestors had been

governor of Kentucky, and others 1nclud1ng hls father, served inm the Tex—

as legislature -- but the main occnpatlon of the family was farming. His

early 1ife was not secure, for that area of Texas had beern hard hit by an

agricultural depression in the 1920s. As a teenager, Lyndon did odd jobs

f9¥,99§k§F,T??ey”,PECKIHQ cottor, sh1n1ng shoes, passing out handb;lls,
washing dishes, waiting on tables,; working ca the road gang. In 1927, he

entered Southwest Texas State Teachers College; earning his B.S. in three

years; he helped snpport himself by teach1ng Mexican-American chlldren

Decades later, im his pres1dent1al Address on Voting Rights before the

u.s: Gongress, 3ohnson recalled this experieiice:

smallfMexlcan—Amerlcan school. Few of them could speak Engllsh and

I couldn't speak much Spanish. My students were poor and they often

came to class without breakfast, hungry and they knew even in their

youth that pain of prejudice: They never seemed to know why people

disliked them. But they knew 1t was so Because I saw it in the1r

were flnlshed, whlchlng there was more that I could do. : o . i3 never

thought then in 1928 that I would be standing here inm 1965: It never

even occurred to me 1n my fonde t dreams that I might have the chance

like them all over the country. But now I do have that chance and I
. mean to use it.

A year after graduating, Lyndon campaigned actively for a wealthy comser-

vative Texan who was runnlng for the House of Rep*esentattves, and accom—

panied him to Wash:ngton as his secretary: There he found a second mentor,

Congressman Sam Rayburn; a friend of his father and an 1ncreas1ng1y power-

ful force on Capitol Hill. Durlng these four years; he married Claudia

"Lady Bird" _Taylor; daughter of a weal*hy eastern Texas landowner. TIm 1935

he was appointed to head vne of F:D:R:'s New Deal agencxes in Texas, the

Nationa' Youth Administration. This enakled tyndon ‘0 pecome better known

throughout the state; and when a congressiomal seat bacame vacant in 1937,

he won it is an campalgn favoring all aspects of the New Deal. The day af—

ter his election v1ctory, Johnson met F:D:R: (who napanEd to be travellno

across Texas), and was able to talk with him at length. From then ,on, he

was an F;D;8. prctege; ‘At this time he was 28 years old. He was re—elected

tc the House in 1938 and several times thereafter; but he failed narrowly

71n hig first bid for the Senmate in 1941, after which he tried to sound more
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conservative in order to appeal to the powerful o0il interests in his

state: When the U:S. entered World War Two; Johnson went to Australia

on a special assignment for Roosevelt and almost lost his life in an

aircraft attached by Japanese fighters:. After the war; he opposed the

rapid dismantling of U.S:. military forces.:

In 1948, Johnson made & sééana bid for the U.S:. Senate. His real fight

was in the Democratic primary campaign; during which time he opposed

President Truman's civil rights program and defended his House vote

againéf the repeal of the poll tax (saying he'd been defendrng 'states’

rxghts '): He came in second in the eleven-candidate primary, then

inched ahead of his oppoment in the run-off by only 87 votes. But he

beat his Republican opponent in the election by a 2-to-1 margin. In

the U:.S. Senate; he took a pertIcuier interest in m111tary preparedness.

After only four years as a senator, Johnson was chosen Minority Leader

by his fellow Democrats. When the Democrats regained control of the

Senate in 1954 (at wh1ch time Johnson was easily re—elecred) he became,
“at 46, the Senate Majority Leader and one of the central flgures in na-

tional poiltlcs. Hig leadershlp of the Senate is legendary, for he

adopted a b1—partlsan approach to many items of leglslatlon proposed by
the Repubilcan pre51dent Dw1ght Elsenhower, and he acqu1red a reputation
as a master of political accommodation who possessed a relentless and
overpowering persuaslveness In 1957 and 1960, he gulded to passage the
first civil rights bills in the national legislature since Recomstruction.

In 1960, Johnson's admirers promoted him as the Democratic nominee for

the pre51denCy, but Johnson himself stayed out to the primaries. Senator
John F: Kennedy, younger and more attract1ve, won the nomination in sp1te
of Johnscn's public criticism of his lack of eXperlence.r Then, surpris-—
Ingiy, Kennedy offered the vice pres1dentlal nomination to Johnson as a
was of balanC1ng the ticket between North and South They won by a very
small margin. In November 1963, when Kennedy was assassinated, Johnson
took the oath of OfflCe as pres1dent on board Air Force One wh11e it was
parked at the airport in Dallas, Texas. 1In his first address to Congress
a few days later, Johnson declared that "No memorial oration or eulogy
could more e’oquently honor PrESldent Kennedy s memory than the ear11est
Johnson's consummate sk111 as a legislative chieftain paid off in the fol—
low1ng months, bills proposed by himself, or or1g1na]1y by Kennedy, began
to roll out of Congress; these included 11bera1 _measures such as the food
stamp plan for providing food to the poor, the oob _Corps for tra1n1ng and
employ1ng youth at federal ~expetise, and the ClVll nghts Act of 1964, which

nee Hubert Humphrey,,one of,the most popular ang 11bera1,members gf,the
Senate) faced Republican and arch-conservative Barry Goldwater. This was
perhaps the clearest left-vs.-right choice for the presidency ever pre-
sented to the voters of the nation; Johnson won by the largest popular
margin in U.S, history. When He accepted the Democratic nomination, John~
son had said, "This nation, this generation, in this hour has man's first
chance to balld a_great soc1ety, a place where the maating of wnary'3 life
matches the marvel of man's labor.' His domestic program therf.;i: er was
known as the "Great Society,' and included massive financial aid to ele~_
mentary and secondary schools; medical assistanca to citizens over age 65

L gﬁé?
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(through Medicare), federal aid to poverty-stricken areas in Appalachia,

ngglopgent Johnson,s supreme achlevement was the Voting Rights Act of
1965. His speech to Congress on_this measures; made only days after civil
rights advocates had been brutally attached in Selma, Alabama, aag the
most effective of his career. 1In 1967, Johnson appointed the first Black

(Thurgood Marshall) to the Supreme¢ Ceourt:. Later that year; however; huge

riots brcke out in major U.S. c1t1es, fueled by Bilacks who continued to

feel the sting of drscrlmlnatron in their day—to—day lives. :

Johnson 8 most vexzng problem was the situation in Vietnam. The story of

U.S. involvement in Southeast Asia goes back to 1950, and cannot be retold

here. When Johnson suddenly became president in 1963, there were 25,000

U.S. military advisors in Vietnam; Johnson maintained at first that the

people of South Vietnam had to do the actual fighting on their own:. (This

had been Kennedy's position, too.) But in August 1964, ships of the U.S:

Navy were fired on in the Gulf of Tonkin, off Vietnam, and Johnson imme-

diately got from Congress a resolutlon authorizing the president to "take

all necessary measures to . . . preveat further aggression.' Johnson com-

mitted U.S. trocps to battle; and the rlslng number of U.S. dead tells the

story: 146 in 1964 1,1C4 in 1965, 5,208 in 1966, ani 9,353 in 1967. As

U.S. involvement (rncludlng the bombrng of civilian centers in North Viet-

nam) escalated; so did protests within the U.8. These protests were not

only by college kids and leftist rzdicals,; but also by an ever—growing tide

of distinguished citizens from all walks of life. As more and more poli-

tical leaders also decried the war that seemingly couldn't be won (yet at

a cost of more than 150 dead U.S. soldiers each week), and azs more and more

of Johnson's Great Society programs were slashed to pay for the war, the

political climate in the U.S. became as severely polarized as at any time

since the Civil War: With massive criticism focused on him as the comman-—

der-in-chief; Johnson announced im March 1968 that he would not seek re-

election: After leaving the presldency in 5anuary 1969, he retired to his

ranch in Texas,; where he died in January 1973.

Johnsor 3 legacy can stiil be felt in the u.s. of the early 1980s, for sote

of our most vexing political issues continue to be of the ''guns or butter'

variety. Even though the Vletnam conflict is over, the fact that it occur-

red at all is still a matter of concern and embarrassment for some U.S. ci-

tizens. The costs of military preparedness escalate steadlly, drawing funds

away from domestic programs, some of which were started during the preSI—

dency of 5ohnson, and some as far back as rank11n Roosevelt. Flnally, in.

spite of the various civil rights measures passed under Johnson's leader-

ship, dlscrlwrnatlon and equal opportunity (nowadays with women a particu-

lar focus) continue to be political and moral issues in the United States.

In some ways, Johnson's pres1dency was a harblnger of things to come:. . . .

1 Most of the information in this background paper is derived from Leish,

Kenneth W. (Ed. ); The American Heritage Pictorial History of the PreSIdents
of the Un;ted States (Vol. I and Vol: II), A@er}gan ﬁgrltagerﬁopllshlng Co:
(n.p.), 1968, pp:. 11-62, 381-428, 6234356; 787~850; and 969-1005.



Important note to the group leader regarding Unit V:

As originally designed for use by AFS International, Unit V made use

of selected slides (designated as F10, B13, H42, and so forth) from

the following commerciaily dxstrlbuted stide collection:

Smock, Raymond W., Stowe, William M., Jr., & Darniel, Peter.
The American History Slide Collection.

Instructional Resources Corporatlon' Laurel Maryland 1977.

Obviously, if this collection cam be obtained, the task of p*eparing

this unit will be greatly facilitated., However, if this collection

is rot available; other Slldé“ from other collections coued be used.

In this case, however, many of the descriptlve statements~m¢ght have

k% 72 re-written to be appropriate for the slides that are available.
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The great rule of conduct for us in regard to forelgn natlons is, in
extendlng our commercial reIatlons to have w1th them as little polltlcal
connection as p0551b1e. So far as we have already formed engagements

let them be fulfilled with perfect good faith. Here let us stop.

remote relation. Hence she must be engaged in frequent controver51es,
che causes of Wthh are essent1a11y forelgn to our concerns. Hence,,
ties in the ord1nary v1c1881tudes of her p011t1cs or the ordlnary com—
binations and collisions of her fr1endsh1ps or emmities.

Our detached and distant situation invites and enables us to pursue a
different course. If we remain one people, under an efficient govern-

 ment, the period is not far off when we may defy material injury from

external annoyance when we nay taRe such an attltude ag w111 cause

spected when be111gerent natlons, under the 1mp0851b111ty of maklng
acqu181tlons upon us, w111 not 11ght1y hazard the 31V1ng us provocatlon;

shall counsel:

why forego the advantages of so peculiar a §i: stion? Why quit our own
ro stand upon forelgn ground7 Why, by intérﬁk¢;ing our déétiny with

toils of European ambltlon, r1valsh1p, 1nterest humor,‘or capr1ce9

It is our true policy to steer clear of permanent alliances with any
portion of the foreign world, so far; I mean; as we are now at liberty
to do it; for let me not be understood as capable of patronizing infi-

deiity to existing engagements. I hold the max1m no less appllcable

I repeat therefore, let those engagements be observed in the1r genulne
sense. But in my opinion it is unnecessary and would be unw1se to ex-—

teiid them.
Taking care always to keep ourselves by suitable establishments on a

reépéctablé défénéivé posture; wé nay safely trust to temporary alli-



The ""Gettysburg Address" of Abraham Lincoln (November 1863)

or any nation so concc1ved and so dedicated; can long endure: We are

met on a great battlefield of that war: We have come to dedicate a

portion_ of that field; as a final restIng—place for those who here gave -

their lives; that that nation might live: It is altogether fitting and
proper that we should do this.

But; in a larger sense, we cannot dedicate —-—- we canmot comsecrate --—

we cannot hallow —- this ground: The brave men; living and dead, who

struggled here; have consecrated it far above our poor power to add or

detract. The world will little note;, nor long remember what we say

here; but it can never forget what they did here. It is for us the

living, rather, to be dedicated here to the unfinished work which they
who fought here have thus far so nobly adyanced It is rather for us

e g i — e e — e . T =TT

these honored dezd we take Increased devotion to that cause for which

they here gave the tast fuill measure of devotIon -~ that we here hlghly

resolve that thesr dead shall not have died in vain -- that thlS ration,

under God; shall have a new birth of freedom —- and that government of

the people; by the people; for the people; shail not perish from the
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often the only object,; has been to achieve in large measure equallty of

opportunrty In the strhggie for thls great end, nations rise from bar-

barism to civilization, and through it people press forward from one stage

of enlightenment to the next One of the chief factors in progress is_the
destruction of special privilege: The essence of any striuggle for healthy

liberty has always been, and must always be, to take from some one man or

class of men the right to enjoy power, or wealth or position, or immunity,

which has not been earmed by service to his or the1r fellows. That is what

you fought for in the Civil War, and that is what we strive for now.

At many stages in the advance of humanity, this conflict between the men
who possess more than they have earned and the men who have earned more

than they possens is the central condltlon of progress. In our _day it

appears as the truggle of freemer to gain and hold the right of self-

government as against the special interests, who twist the methods of free

government into mach1nery for defeating the popular will. At every stage;

and under all circumstances,; the essernce of the struggle is to ‘equalize

opportunity, destroy privilege, and give to the life and citizensnip of

every individual the highest possible value both to himself and to tha

commonwealth.

We are face to face with new,conceptlons of the relatlons of property

to human welfare. The man who wrongly holds that every human right is

fare, who r1ghtly malntalns that every man holds hls property subject

to the general right of the communlty to regulste its use to whatever

degree the publlc welfare may require it.

need before sectional or personal advantage. The New Natlonallsm re-

gards the executive power as the steward of the public welfare. It de-

mands of the JudICIary that it shall be interested primarily iu huinan

welfare rather than in property
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Opening and Closi.g Paragraphs from

the Pre81dency I will address them with @ candor and a dec1510n which

the present situation of our Nation xmpets. This is pre*Emlnently the

time to speak the truth; the whole truthj frankiy and “boldly. Nor need

we shrink from honestly facing condltiéﬁé in our Pountry today. This

great Nation will endure as it has endured will xevive and will pros-

per. So, flrst of ali,; 1et me agsert my f1rm be11e* that the only th1ng

terror which paralyzes needed efforts to convert retreat into advance.

In every dark hour of our national life a leadergship of frankness and

vigor has met th@itggtiqnderstandxng and support of the people them—
selves which is essential to victory. I am convinced that you will

again give that support to leadership in these critical days.

* % * % * * *

fffff ~'uous days taat lje before us in the warm courage of na-

tional unxty; with the clear cciisciousness of seeking old and precious

moral values; Eitﬁﬁtvé clear satisfaction that comes from the sters
performance of duty by oid and young atike. We aim at the assurance

of a rounde¢i and permanent national 1life.

We do not distrust the future of essertial democracy. The people of
the United States have not failed: In their need they have regic-ered
a mandate tnat they want direct, vigorous action. They hav-. aswed for
disciplime and direction under leadership. They have made me the pre-

sent instrument of their wishes. 1In the spirit of the gift I tak: it.
ﬁg tﬁ;gigedlcatlon of a Nation we humuly ask the ble siﬁg bf Gba. May
He protect each and every one of us. May He gtide me in the days to

come. —
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Excerpts from Lynde

Mr. Speaker, Mr. President, Members of the Congress:

I speak tonlght for the dignity of man and the destIny of democracy l

urge every member of both parties, Amerlcans of altl re11gions and of all

colors, from every section of this country, to JULH me in that cause.

last week in Selma. Alabama

There, longwsufferlng men and women peacef ully protested the den1f-'1 of

their rights as Amerlcans. Many were brutally assaulted. One good mai,
a man of God, was killed.

There 1s no cause for pr1de in what has happened in Selma: There is no

cause for self-satisfaction in the long denial of equal rights for mil-
lions of Américans.

But there is cause for hope and for faith in our democracy in what is

happening hera tonlght.

For the cr1es of pain and the hymns and protests of oppressed people have

summoned into convocation all the majesty of this greac government of the
greatest nation on earth.

Our mlsSIon iy at once the oldest and the mos: 5asic of thi- country: to

right wrong, to do justice, to serve man.

In our time we have come .o live with the moments of great crisis: Our

lives have been marked w:.th debate about great 1ssues, Issue= of war and

peace, issues of prosperity and depression. But rarely in any time does

an 1ssue lay bare the secret heart of Amerlca 1tse1f Rarely are we met:

securlty, but rather to the valuez and the purposes and the meaning of our
beloved natlon.

fread. And he is not fully free tonlght

It was more than.a hundred years ago that Abraham Lincoln, the great Presi-

dent of the North-r. party; signed the Emancipation Proclamation; but eman-

cipation is a proclamation ind not a fact:

A century has passed, more tran a hundred years; since equality was prom-
ised. A&nd yet the Negro is mot &qual.

The time of justice has roi ~ome. 1 tell you that I believe sincerely that

no force can hold it back: It is r*ght in the eyes of mar and God that it

should come. &And when it does; I think that day will brighten the lives

85

of every American:
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Massachusetts included\
the area we now refer
to as Maine.

_The_States of the Union When Abraham Lincoln Was Inaugurated in 1861
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from Virginia in 1853
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Homestay Program Orientation

Objectives:

Students'

Materials:
Leader's
Materizis:

Time i
Reguired:

Discussion:

Leader's Guide

1. To provide the students with some insight into a few
of the traits and values that are charackteristic of
people in the mainstream of U.S. culture.

To introduce the students to a number of the proverbs

N

and expressions that are well known in the U:8., and

to explaIn their meanxngs in relation to certain

traits and values common in thke Y:S:
Homestay Program Orientation Marial f{one per student)

ibr,préparatdry téaaiﬁg; see Six Kéy Valﬁés and Charac-
tériétic Tréité of People in the U. 3 iﬁélﬁdéd Héféiﬁ.

proeximately two hours, structured as follows:
20 minutes: Part I - Pragmatis
20 minutes: Part IT - Asserviveness
20 minutes: Part III - Friendliness
2¢ minutes: Part IV - Time Cornscicustess
20 minutes: Part V - Restlessness
20 minutes: Part Vi -~ Optimism

The twenty-minute time limitation on each of te six
topics should not be treated too rigidly. 4 lively dis-
cussion about one of the topics should not be prematurely
cut off merely to insure that all six topics can be -lezlt

with in ths two hours. Tha Leader should try tc avrangec
:h*ﬁgs so that éf Jééét focur of Lh“ toplcs are covered.

cussed. In_ snort our s zestion to the Leaasr with re-

spec* to this session is succinetly stated in a modern
U.S8. expression: Go with the flow.

=



PART I =— PRAGMATISM

Point 1: A bird in hand is worth two in the bush. The ﬁtagﬁétié

There's moré than one way to skin a cat. The pragmatist
1s not bound by rules or tradltlon but is flex1b1e and

Point 2

"""" The pragmatist does
not necessar11y rule _out the poss1bllit§ of divine inter-
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Point 3:

If you c&ﬁit liék 'e; . . This p*‘ce of7§§YIce

Point &

shows the flexibilit -agmarxst in its most ex-

treme form. The wnes; - prevail are the people who

get things done; if ou  :eds to change one's beliefs

or affiliations in order to te on the side of progress
and efficiency; so be it.

Point 5: Don'’ t bu11d castles in the sky. The pragmatist vxews

daydreaming as a waste of time: Only thinge that ac-

tually work have value. Grandiose but ﬁnre111st1c

No use crying over spilt milk. 1It is unfortunate to

ju]
Q
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spill milk because it's a waste of resources: However

~“nce the milk cannot be recovere“ for further use, be—

moanxng its loss merely wastes tIme and serves no usexu?

purpose: Better to clean up the-mess and get o= with

life; dry-eyed:

Poiny 7: Leave well enough alone: What appeais'tb the pragma-

tist are things that work; perfeutlon is nice, but not

necessary. When something work: well encugh for one's

purposes, there is little psint in trying to make it
work better. After all, furth-r tinkering may cause
one to foul it up.

Point 3: Don't bite the hand that feeds you. Be1ng fed; that s,
Lece1v1ng any of 11fe s nece831L1es, is supremely prac-—
tical and useful. The pragmatist doesn't ask too many
embarracsing questions about the source of his sustenadce
bec uge he ray suddenly f1nd hlS sﬁb?ly cut off. Iﬁ other

theorﬂtlcal niceties get in the way of pract1ca1 requ1re-
miencs.
\‘l N <
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Eon t best ~ In cor
~eptable to move qu1ckiy and directly to the

around the bush. In conversation or writing,

cgsential issue (to the center of the bush, so to ?peak)

It is not aIways a good idea to try to embellish a story

with extraneous anecdofer; nor to try to indirectl; sug-

gest your meaning in order to preserve appearances oOr

the feelinmgs of others.

Give it to 'em straight from the shoulder. If you want
to criticize or argue w1th anyone, the best way to do

80 1is dzLectly, face~- to—face, and as p1a1n1y as pos—
slble.r The 1mage in this eXpresslon is that of giving
someone a punch in the face, which 1s most devastating
when deliversd stralght out from one's shoulder. Note,
however, that people in the U.S. do not criticize or ar-
gue with each other at the drop of a hat. When they do
do so, they are most likely to do it straightforwardly.

Stick to your guns. The assertive individual is tena-
cious and courageous in defending his opinions and be-
liefs in the face of opposing points of view. Like a
soldier under attack, he stays at this position and con-
tinues firing his weapon as the enemy advances.

PART IIT —— FRIENDEINESS

Point 1:

Point 2:

to 1ﬁsure that ;he guest is able to treat the house as
though it wce?® his own.

Dbh;t étéﬁé on ceremony. The -essence of frieﬁdllness
in the U.S. is the absence of formality or ''ceremony.'
People who act in a ceremon:ial fashion are perceived

as C661 éﬁetdéd eﬁd dlstant whereas the fr1end1y

of f1rst,eﬁcounter -- warm, open, and (at least super—
ficially) intimate.

Let your hair 86wﬁ. The image here is of a womqh 556

fyxng some degree of fo*mqllt, and reserve) unpinning

it and letting it fall down around her shoulders (sig-

nifying informality and overuess) The person who

"lets his hair down" 55§5§e§ in a great deal of self-

disclosure: Friendliness in the U:2. entails a com-

paratively bigh degree of seif-disclosure, even on

short acquaintance.

Q1



Build a better mousetrap, and the world will beat a

pathway to your door. The pragmatlst may not be a

perfect1un18t bnt he does know and value anythlng
done. More efficiency and effectiveness is always
to be soughtrafter, even in so lowly a device as a
mousetrap. In a pragmatic society, the builder of
any sort of improved device can expect to be sought
out by potential users.

PART II -— ASSERTIVENESS

Poinmt 1:

Point 2:

Point 4:

ERIC —————
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The sgueaky wheel gets the grease. The person whc
1oud1y complains or openly states hlS _objections
(the "squeaky wheel”) is the one who is attended to
and who is the cause of chaiiges being made. Those
who do not assert themselves forcefully,and openly
canmnot expect to get any attention to their wishes
or complaints. oo,

Stand up éhd be counted It is acceptable in a demo-~
cratic society to make known one's opinion on various

issues (rhat is, to be counted on one side or another
of an issue). Asserting o.eself in this way is posi=
tively recosmmended.

before get;;ng to the heart,of the matter at hand:

It is possiile ¢ pay relatively little attention to
people's feelings and to focus the discussion on de-
tails (the '"brass *tacks" or "nitty-gritty") at once:

Tell it 1ike it is. 1In general, people in the U.S. are
more concerned about reportlng things completely and ac—
curately than about i::eserving feelings or saving "face."
Objectivity is highly valued. On the other kand; ‘lying
is tolerated in gome social sitiuatiors in order to keep
from embarrassing someone with mitor criticism or disap~
proval. These tslerable lies ate callad "whité lies."

Put all your cards on the cable. The image in this

case is derived from certzin card games (such as po-er)

in which the final ccore is determimed after zll players

pu: their cards dowa. Truth camnnot be disceovered, no:

-mrortanc dacisions made‘ unie:s Wnd until

stzd parties iay out ali their facts and
P Y

everyone to examine. Surh Land 4nah- wili '

e;;gf}éﬁé in the long 1 run, aven thougi t!.c

-:.fect of this asrertive “ohavict may be ail
or,hurt feelings:

90
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Point 6:

Point 7:

Point 9:

Point 10:

A iittle kindness goes a long wag The obvious me2aning

of this saying is that a small zct of kindnmess caun make

.Ip. But it also is pos-—

a b* difference In a retatlﬁr.

51bte that littile IB the =% gﬁj cant word here, empha-—

sizing that people in the ¥.§: have little tolerance for

feelxngs of obligation or commitment that are without

limits In terms of scope and durat1on.

IR i‘—ri.i‘.ii:'g' breeds contempt. Wﬁile iﬁ is true that U.S.
ags e (in comparlson with Deople from many other cul-

*Axazb seem open and 1nt1mate on short acquaintance; it

whieh they engage in self d;sclosure. This proverb

po1nts out that one can know fco much about another per-

son; that is; that there's a pdint beyond which knowledge

about another leads to a reduction in the quality of the

relat1onsh1p. Individualism and the protect1on of one' s

own seif-interest become 1mposs;b1e if one's life is too

intertwined with the life of scmeone else:

A dog is a man's best friend. This saying may be a tri-

bute to the faithful dog; loyal when others have let one

down. But 1t may be useful to wonder whather theze are

other reasons why U.S. peop‘e are so attached to dogs.
Could it be that a person's obligations to a dog are lim-

ited; and that the dog fbelng clearly subordlnate to the

person) 4oes not comprOmlse the perscﬁ s 1nd1V1dua11ty or

A friend in need ir a friend indeed. TIn other words,

when onme is rzally 1n d1re atralts, thbéé who are wil-

11ng tc help are one's true fr1=nde Thls proverb re-
s1t) to those who nave sufrered dlsas;e;: At 6ihér .
timeu, however, they ‘may not be eépeLiélly géuerous bz=

Charztg begins at home. When other people ars not in dire

straits, omne shoald tend to one's own needs (and to the

needs cof his nuclear family) first:. If everyone is suc-

czssful in looking after N )
cessary and feelings of obligation to others can be com—
fortably maintained at a 1'? lzvel.

Don't be generous to a fault. This expression is inter-
estirg because j- tacitly admits that io the ¥.S. ene can
be Zoo genercus. Being too getierous iu likely to itter-—
fere with the recipient's feeling of personal autoudmy,
and could tnderwiine tlie giver's self-interest, too.

x.

Good fences make good neighbors. One sliould keep one's
neighbors at arm's length and not bécomé too involved ip
their personal lives. One should clearl:s distinguish bLe-
tween what belongs to one's neighbor and what belongs to
oneseif. Friendliness,; if not friendship; is promoted

by kecping cne's fences mended.
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SART TV —— TIME CONSCIOUSNESS

Point

Point

Point

Point

Point

Point

1:

2:

(V]

5:

Time is money. This proverb equates time to somethrng

else well known to be highly valued by people in the

U.S. This is not mérely poetic license; however,; since

in the world of private enterprise a monetary value

very often can be placed on a given period of time:

Time flies. There are cultures in the worid where

time is etperxenced as passing slowly, and others

where people are scarcely cor@cious of time at alil

(except perhaps in terms of the four seasoms). 1In

the U:S:; on the other hand,; peopie are hlghiyrcon-

scious of the "movement" of time and believe that it

is passing rapidly:

Time and tide wait for no man. The passage of time is

not only rapid, but alsn Ihexorabie and relentless, as

is the movement of the tides of the oceans : . . at

least as experlehced by U:.S: people. Therefore, one

must conform to the demands of time. Omne can read"ly

become a '"'slave to the cilock' in the United States.

ﬁ stitch in time saves nine. The image in thls case
is of a seamstress or tailor seeing a weak spot in the

seam og an:item.of clnthlng The weakness could be
ignored, but one can foresee that soconer or later it
i1l tear open ard then requlre far more time and ef-
fort to mend. From the p01n‘ of view ©f U.S. people,
1t 13 preferable to take t1me1“ aetlon oW - and mend
in nine stitches later. D01ng it now takea more time
ncw, but "saves time" in the lorg ruii. "An ounce of
prevention is worih a pound of cire. "

The warly bird catches the worm. TaR:ng tlﬁel} actlcn,
whici is valued in the U.B., often reguires that one
be first . . ., or."the firstest with the mostest."
Especially when resources in demand are limited (worms,
for example), being on the scena first is very likely
to serve one's self-interest well,

Make hay while tie sun chines. Taking t*mely action
also requires that one seize any &vailstle opportunity
as soon as it preseinte itself. It may rain tomorrow,
s¢ ix it's sunny today one siaoulcd zet to -'ark on the
hay without delay.

Let's orocss that bridge when we come to it. At first
sizht; this expression seéems to contradict the iﬁﬁbf:
téﬁCE 6f tiﬁély ﬁctieﬁ. Hawévgf *n th-s t

-~ 93




b1rds 1nstead of merely one) a11 the better Energy

PART V_-— RESTLESSNESS

Point 1: Don't put off until tomorrow what you can do today:

In the U.S.; w‘*k and act:vxty are valued hIghly. If

there s a task fo be done, it! better to do It 1n the

equal. LeIsuw, is enjoyed preferably after all tasks

that are available have been completed:

Point 2: An idle ming is the devil's workshop. ThIS proverb

seems to be baced om an assumptIon that one's mind

cannot be truly idle; but is always groping about for

somethlﬂg to fIgure out; think about, or plan. Better,

then, to haVe worthwh11e prOJects 11ned up than to glve

it is 1Ikeiy to turn restiessxy to a project of its own

devising . : . which may lead to mischief:

Point 3: Actions speak jouder than words. This is another way

of saying that practice is preferable to theory Peopie

may have good ideas and be well motlvated but what they

actua;iy do is of the highest 1mportance. Constant ac-

tiviey, especxalry when productive in nature, is far
more nighly valued than thought.

Point 4: Keep up with the Joneses. The "Joneses are a mythical
family whom one regards more or less as one's peers.
The qoneses should not be allowed to get ahead of ote-
seif i tsrms of Sbtlal or economlc status. One should
oneself) but should constantly endeavor to at 1east _
keep race with the (presumably) rising fortunes of omé's
peers. One #iusl restlessly plirsiue siccess.

Point 5: A watcb‘ pot never bozls., Restlessness as a trait in
the U.S. 1nt1ude= an inability to be content with the
occurrence of procedures and events in their own good
time. Of cours2, a watched pot does boil eventually;
but the rféth* s person experlences the t1me rcqulred,

only by f1nd1ng somethlng else to do.

ERIC n T

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

= {



Q

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

P01nt 8:

z rbiiiﬁg stone gathers no moss. As a stone in the same

person who - ‘accepts the status quo becomes complaéeﬁt and

fuzzy-minded. Better to move on to new challenges and

new opportunities every once and a while.

A giéépihg fox catches no. _poultry. It's not wrong to
sleep in_the U.S.; but it's wrong to sleep too much:

One should relax only so much as xs ~mecessary to refresh

while llfa iy productxve activity; not leisure:

‘rass is always greener on the other side of the fence:

A c0ugen1ta1 illness; so to speak; of U.S: peopie seems to

be an inability to be content with LhIngs as they are:

One is always lookxng out over one's fence to see how mat-

ters are progressing for others, and one tends to be im-

pressed especially by those others who are doing better

than oneself: Having seen trat a petter ex1stence is poi-

sible; therproper thing to do is t3 strlve to achieve it

. . . or at least to feel properly envious!

Yoint 3:

Point 4:

Never. say die. TﬁgﬁﬁptImISt ﬁéﬁéf,give: ‘1P 80 long as
there’s a single ray c of hope remaining: e keeps on

trying %o achieve 1is cbjective,

If at first you don't succeed,rtrj, try again. The

optimism is loath to admlt failure, and reluctant to

concede that the task is’ 1mp0551hle. He keeps on

power, heighten his energy, or commlt tiore time -- in

the expectation that eventusily he will prpva1¢
Wﬁere there's a Will, ; Thefi@ﬁdrtaﬁt fea-
ture of tkis proverb iz e & on will-power.
Mgtxvapifn is accorded grest *t in the U.S.; and g
strongiy rotivated person ig viewed very optimistically.
Tt is believed that his will power will enapla him to

find some way of ~accomplishing his objectiveé, even in
the face of great odds.

The bigger they are, the harder they fall. Her= the
image is of a David-and-Goliath contest. The smaller -
bppbﬁent 1s at a dlsadvantage, or so 1*,seems. waevef
them he may be ablefto de11ver a mlghty blow to the lar-
ger opponent, Thé latter may gravely injure himself in
falliﬁg, dﬁé to Hié gréét Wéight. The optimist concen-

p101ted to give the optlmlqt the v1ctory.

85
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Point 6:

Point 7:

ﬁdiﬁt é:

Practice makes perfect: What is interesting about this

proverb is that it is based on an assumption that per-

fection is attainabile: Furthermore, it suggests that

almost anyone can attain perfectlon through constanp

and dedicated practrce. ~This is the optimist's point

of view: Sufficient time, energy, skill, and will-power
will eventually lead to perfectlon, or near~perfect10n.

§?erfectron, though attainable in theory, isn't always

desirable in practice, as was discussed above under
"Pragmatism.")

When the gelng gets teugh, the tough get gbzng. This
play on words reminds us that the optimist is not cowed
by increased adver91ty,rbut rather challenged Tougher
conditions merely call forth tougher effort, and the ex-
pectation is that success eventually will be attained.

Great oaks from little acorns grow. In evaluating the
possibility for success of any undertaking, the optimist
pays little attention to the modesty of the 1n;;1a1 re~
gources, concentrating instead on tlie factors that are
likely to make the project a huge success. Commitment
of time, energy, skill, and will-power are key factors
that people in the U.S. believe will enable an idea as
humble as a tiny acorn to grow into sometliing as large
and sturdy as a great oak tree., (A hidden assumption
is, However, that the project is. realistic in.scope, as
we saw above under "Pragmatism.")

The dlfficult we do at once; the impossible takes a
little longer. This motto of the U.S. Navy's combat
engineers (the "Sea Bees') during World War Two is the
highest expression of the optimistic outlook on life._
It réfﬁééé te adﬁit that aﬁythiﬁg ié ceﬁﬁlétély ﬁﬁréal:
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Six Key Values and Characteristic Traits of People in the U.S:

Pragmatism

In comparison with people from many other cultures; people in the United
States are intensely practical. The focus of their attention is on the
"here and now,'" on the realities of the situation at hand; and on what
can be actually accompllshed with_readily available resources. People

in this_culture spend relatively little time dreaming about fantastic _
p0551b111t1es, rather; they lay plans for 'do-able'" projects and then be-
gin to implement them as soon as possible. Similarly; they tend to be
distrustful of theories and other intellectualized abstractions; they are
far more interested in knowing simply whether a thing or an idea works;
that is, ~produces thé inténdéd results. Péoﬁlé in the U.S. are flexible

s1b1yfach1ev1ng nothlng as a result. 7F1nally, U.S. people seldom walt
for thé intérVéntion of supernatural forces; or for good omens 6r fate;

so that theflntended results are accompllshed To people from other cul-

turés, ﬁéoﬁlé in thé U S seem to concentrate th heaV11y on f1nd1ng the

To an extent rarely seen in other cultures, most people in the U.8. tend
to be candid and outspoken; and to_share very readily with others a wide

rangé of facts about their personal lives; even on short acquaintance.

(This 1s not to say that there are not taboo top1cs 1n the U S ) They

who are seeklng advice or guidance, people in the U.s. tr& to be as ob-

Jectlve and accurate as p0551b1e, whereas people from a number of other

or reassur1ng Furthermore; U:S. people tend not to be deeply concerned

about causing others to '"lose face," unlike peopite from Oriental cultures.

On the other hand,; it is Important to keep in mind that U: S people cer-

taInly do not deliberately set out; day by day, to insult or- pick fIghts

with one another: They value am1ab111ty and mutualragreement, and are

qurte capable to telling "white iies' to eliminate unnecessary embarrass-

ment in many social situations: Nevertheless, it is well known that H S.

people are often experIenced by peopie from other cultures as assertIve,r

even seemingly aggressive; in their daily relationships with friends, col-

leagues, and acquaintances.

o o
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Friendliness

Getting used to the meaning and practice of friemdship is one of the
more dlfflCUIt adJustments faced by many forelgn V1s1tors in the U S

term "friendship' would be called merely an "acquaintanceship.' Peo—
ple in the U.S. tend to be very warm, informal, opern, and positive

-- in a word, friendly —-- toward virtually everyone they meet, and

this 1eads forelgn v1s1tors to be11eve that the stage that they ca11

maklng Thlsrbellef is g;ven credlb;llty by the”habltiof”U §. peop1e
of referring to #iost of the people tliey. know as "friends.' However,
friendship as the foreign visitors understand it follows in very few
cases, with the result that the foreigner feels distinctly let down.._
(Visitors often begiﬁ to féél lét doﬁﬁ when a person who was extremely

breezes by with the typ;cal "Hi! How ya doin'? Lovely day, isn't

it? Well, see ya around.") Another way of looklng at a11 th1s is to

cause oneidoesn t expect to,establlsh affr;endsth,wzth many other
people. But once a friendship is established; it is characterized by
deep—seated feelings of commitment and obligation that know very few
limitéfoﬁfthéirﬁseopéfahd dﬁratioh. In the United States; on the

other hand; we "make friends" with a great deal of ease . . . and we

are w1111ﬁg and ‘able to part w1th _our friends rather ea511y, ‘too. It

complete w1th unlimited mutual obllgatlons, are llkely to smother us:

Whether or not one agrees with that assessment, data from cross—cul-
tural studies makes it clear that what we call "friendship” in the U.S:

is relatively superficial when compared with the pattern common in many

other cultures. _ The pattern in the U.S: seems to be this: We have nu-~

merous 'friends" at any one time; but who these friends are keeps chang-

ing throﬁghoﬁt our lives. Our friends are more likely to be linked to -

spec1f1c activities (golfing partners, work colleagues; Jogglng compan-

ions; drlnklng buddies; bridge foursomes) than to carry through aiil as—

pects of our lives:. Even those whom we may think of as "best friends"

or "special friends" may change again and again as the decades roll by:

One of the main reasons why we in the U.S. are 50 frlendig with just

about everyone we encounter, while at the same time be1ng reluctant to

form 1ast1ng and intimate fr*endsh1ps,71s that we are hlghly moblle,

both in terms of chang1ng our places of residence and employment fre-

quently, and in terms of mov1ng up (or down) the socioeconomic ladder:

Under these c1rcumstances, it is easier for us to form transitory and
relatively shallow relationships with others.

Time Consciousness

Eéagié iﬁ the ij s ‘deal with time as_though it were a sort of ribbom

rushlng past them in the present at a rapid and relentless pace; and
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Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

3i§*ppear1ng in the past (hehind them). The movement of th1s rlbbon
of time is a matter of great concern to them. Theyrfeel they must
measure this movement and constantly remain aware of its progress.

and a hab1t of looklng into the fbreseeable,(thatfls, not too dlstant)
future in order to plan for contingencies that; if not dealt with in
advance; might eventually hinder progress; ruin valuable resources;

or put opportunities béyond their grasp. Another feature of time con-

sciousness in the U.S. is the devotion to eff1c1ency, which has_been
defined simply as "do1ng things_ r1ght,' that is, doing them well with

m1n1mum waste of resources, 1nc1ud1ng time. If two th1ngs can be ac-

let alone comprehend that many other peoples have a completely dif=-

fétént 6ﬁt166k Some peoples do ‘mot._ feel that t1me 1s rush1ng by,

Restlessness

cbnstant activity is a characteristic bf many pebpie in the ﬁ § Tﬁey
they are uncomfortable with s11ences,,they become 1mpat1ent whed forced
to wait. Most U.S. people flnd it extremely d;ff;cult to sit qu;etly

énd db ébéblﬁtély nbthing, iﬁ Cbntréét tb pébplé ffbm Cﬁltﬁféﬁ where nb

to devalueftalk and to see productlve act1v1ty as be1ng the only th1ng
of any real worth. Conscious as_they are of personal success snd indi-
vidual achievement; they generallyffeel a motivation to work to 'g=t
ahead,"” that is; to better the conditions of their lives if not to ac-
tually surpass their pééré in the competitive struggle for wealth _and

§tatﬁs. Some people 1n th1s country change the1r res1dences so often

One of the mOSt characterlstlc tra1ts of people from U.s. cuitu;e is
their optimism, or (as it is more often referred to by anthropologiits)
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Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

effort-optimism. Effort-opt1m1sm is fundamentally an assumpt1on that
any task can be accomplished; ary challenge met; any barrier overcome;
if only sufficient quantities of time; energy, Ekill; and will power
are brought to bear on the project being undertaken. 1In short; we are
optimistic about the eventual outcome of our effort. It is important
t6 tééliié'that thé aSSﬁﬁﬁtiéﬁ ié ﬁbt thét Sﬁéééés will bé athiévéd

was employéd; and that 1ncreased effort would have resulted in success:
Furthermore; such a realization usually leads to renewed efforts:

Closely related is a consciousness of the fact that all great things

have had small beginnings: In other words, a great idea -- though oniy

a thought 1n one pérson s miﬁd -- can be converted ‘into practxcal real-

little longer Note that this motto clearly rules out the impossi-

bility of fallure, though admits that (slight!) delay may be inevitable

when the task is overwhelming. People from other cultures; generally

speaklng, are less 11ke1y to assume that they can accomp11sh v1rtua11y

account in their assessment of whether to undertake a project in the
first place:



i : Illustrating Their PRAGMATISM:

e A bird in hand is worth two in the bush.
@ There's more than one way to skin a cat.
e God helps those who help themselves:
e If you can't lick 'em, join ‘em.
e Don't build castles in the sky.
e No use crying over spilt milk.
e Leave well enough alone.
e Don't.bite the hand that feeds you.
e Build a better mousetrap, and the world will beat a pathway to
your door.
Tilustrating Their ASSERTIVENESS:
e The squeaky wheel gets the grease:
e Stand up and be counted.
e Let's get down to brass tacks.
e Tell it like it is.
e Put all your cards on the table.
e Don't beat around the bush.
® Give it to 'em straight from the shoulder.
e Stick to your guns.
. . . Illustrating the Nature of Their FRIENDLINESS:
e Make yoursdlf at home.
e Don't stand on ceremony.
e Let your hair down.
e A little kindrness goes a long way.
e Familiarity breeds contempt:
e A dog is a man's best friend.
e A friend in need is a friend indeed:
e Charity begins at home.
e Don't be generous to a fault:
® Good fences make good neighbors.
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. . Illustrating Their TIME CONSCIOUSNESS:

is money.
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Time flies. B e

Time and tide wait for no man.

A stitch in time saves nine:

The early bird catches the worm.

Make hay while the sun shines:

Let's cross that bridge when we comie to it.

Try to kill two birds with one stone.

Illustrating Their RESTLESSNESS:

Don't put off until tomorrow what you can do today.

An idle mind is the devil's workshop.

Actions speak louder than words.

Keep up with the Joneses.

A watched pot never boils.

A rolling stone gathers no moss.

A sleeping fox catches no poultry.
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. . Illustrating their OPTIMISM:

Never say die.

If at first you don't succeed, try, try again.
Where there's a will; there's a way-:

The bigger they are, the harder they fall.

Practice makes perfect:

When the going gets tough, the tough get going.

Great oaks from little acorns grow:
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are clearly of a higher social status due to age, education, occupa-

tion;--wealth, or official status. As you get to know U.S. people,.

you will discover that they do have subtle ways of acknowledging the
higher status of another person, and that they do shift slightly be-
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Homestay Program Orientation - - .

FAMILY AND KINSHIP IN THE U.S.A.

Leader's Guide

Objectives: 1. To point out demographIc and social trends in U.S.

family life from the early 1800s to the present.

é. To ?tb?lée a geﬁérél 1@tt§dﬁtt;6ﬁ to some Qf thé
typical features of relationships between family
members and kin in the U.S. '

3. To help the students become aware that different

families in the U.S: have different ways of struc-

turing their relationships and daily routines.

Students ,,,,,, PR S
SEERESET ta ien n
Materials: Homes ay Program Orientation Manual (one per sStudent,
%S?Zgigis For préparacory,réé&ing;,ééé,An overview of Family and
: Kinship in the U.S., included herein. It is assumed
that the Leader w111 be able to draw upon his or her
own eXperience (aud knowledge of the experiences of
others) as a family member in presenting this session.
Tlﬁe
Reguired: Approx1mate1y two hours, structured as follows
d 35 minutes: Part I - Historical Trends in Family

N ) o Relations 1n the U S.

35 minutes: Part II - Patterns of Family and Kin-
o ) ~ ship in the U, §. Today

50 minutes: Part III - Three Types of U.S. Families

PART I -— HISTORICAL TRENDS IN FAMILY RELATIONS IN THE U.S.

Point 1: in a typlcai ruréi famiiy during the iébbs, both parents

chlldren, generally,,ne;ther,parent left the famlly s farm
to do hHis or Her prodiuctive labor. The Work done by each
parent was detérmined largely by sex, but both parents had
chila—raisiﬁg respohsibilitiés (Ac:ually, men were con-

Point 2: During the 1800s, children made a direct contrlbutlon

to the economic weifére of the household, just as (°d

both of their parents. The g1rls helped their mothers

do women's work; thne boys helped their fathers do men's

work:. Children were v1ewed'by their parents, among

other things, as an economic asset to the family.
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The Industrial Revolution changed the common pattern of
family 1ife because men were increasingly drawn away from

the famlly property 1n order to do productlve labor. The

with the home; 1nc1ud1ﬁg raising the children: Two myths

#rose: that men were ill-suited to raise children; and

that women were ill-suited for work away from the home:

the 19005 Childhood was increasingly Vzewed as a period

of intellectual and emotional deveiopment the assumption

that children should make an economic contribution to the

welfare of the fam:ly diminished. Laws prohibiting child

ance were enacted; restricting children's abitity to do

productive labor:

Siowly;, over the decades, romantic love became Increas—

ingly important as a crzterzon for mate seiectzon, con—

siderations of a person s productive capaC1ty and soc1a1

worth declined in importance, as did one's parents' power

over the selection of a spouse:. Factors contributing to

this gradual change Included :

the shift in the primary solrce of fam11y irncome
away from the family's property; and

the growing emphases on individualism and on the
importance of companionship in marriage.

The Great Depre551on of the 19305 as well as World _War Two
in the early 1940s brought about social changes. Between
1930 and 1945, the birthrate dropped and moré and more
women began to oktain paid employment Qut51de the home,
especially during the war. This experience begail to ﬁhdér—
mine the myth that women were ill-suited for such work.

After World War Two, as soldiers returned, the pattern
cofion in the early 19008 re-appeared: Women remained at
home and raised children, while men worked away from the
family property. The birthrate skyrocketed between 1945
and 1960, a period of relative economic prosperity in the
U.S. (See chart illustrating fertility rate in students'
manual.)

Within the past fifteen gedrs the divorce rate has cllmbed
sharply. Some people who study family life in the U.S.
hiave suggested that the rising exPectatlons for romantic
love and abiding companionship in marriage are at least
partially reéspoiisible for the rising divorcé rate because
these expectations are almost impossible to meet -- espe-
cially in a society where individualism is bighly valued.
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Point 9: - Another period of social change began in the late 1960s.
Due to both increasing inflation and the rising expecta-
tions of families to achieve the '"American dream;" women
bégan entering the work-force in increasing numbers, and
the birth rate dropped sharply. The percentage of nu-
clear families not living in their own private house or
apartment, consistently low throughout the twentieth cen-
tury, dropped to an incredibly low 1.2% in 1980. (See
charts in the students' manual.)

Point 10: Today, 45% of all women in the U.S. hold full-time jobs:

Even among married mothers with children under six years

of age; 45% are employed on a full- or part-time basis.

How these women are treated in the workplace is a major
social issue; they have difficulty obtaining jobs equal

to the1r tralnlng or talent; ~and are paid an average of

Point 11: With more women employed outside the home; many changes

are_ occurrlng in the way housework is being done: Espe~

cially in younger and more highly educated fam111es lic-

tle d1st1nct10n is being made between ''women's woik" and

"men's work" in the home. Men are increasingly partici-

patlng in raising children; and "house-husbands" are be-

ginning to appear for the first time:

Point 12: Two opp081ng movements are now found in the U.S. The

women's liberation movement (in which some men are ac-

tive) is attempting to erase the last vest1ges of the

myth that women are ill-suited for work outsxde the home,

and is fighting for equal treatment of women in the wark—

place.. The pro-famzly movement (in which some women are

actlve) advocates a return to the traditional pattern of

mother—as-homemaker in the be11ef that this promotes sta-

bility and morality in society as well as in families.

PART I1 -- PATTERNS OF FAﬁitY_Aﬁﬁjﬁ;gsﬁigeiﬁeiﬂEeﬁ;éeeiéﬁAi

Point 1: The U.S. Census defines a famlly as two or more indivi-
duals who share a household and who are related by blood,

marriage; or adoption. A family in the U.S. is most
likely to consist of a husband and wife llVlng alone or
Withﬁtbéir unmarried children under the age of 1@1 7@@

the U.S.; the percentage of married couples who do not

live in the1r own private household (that is; who do live

with members of their extended family) is extremely low:

Point 2: Adults who are single, widowed, or divorced are much more
likely to live alone, or with their minor children, than
in someone else's household. Very large households (of

seven or more people) are extremely rare in the U:§:; but

s:ngle-person households are increasing steadily:. (Se®

chart 1n students mauuai ) These facts attest to the
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Point 8:

Point 9:

Until they are about 18 years old, teenagers live at home with
their parents. Parents are more libérél with their teenage sons

other cultures, Ieenagers in the U,S. tend tofspend most of
their time with their friends pursuing common interests.

By age 22 or 23, chlldren are expected to leave home 1f they
have not already done so, and if economic circumstances permit.
Parents rarely oppose the departure of a child' more often,

own; even in a distant place. The Young people either liVe

alone or with peers; sometimes in sexually mixed groups:

Elderly people generally prefer to live lndependently of their

grown children: When advancing age makes it too difficult for

them to live alome; they usually move into a home for the eged

Some elderly people attempt to preserve their independence even

after their ability to care for themselves is dangerously lows

The verg 1ow incidence of extended fEHHiIes 11v1ng in one house-

hoid mast not be taken as evzdence of total lack of concern be-

tween parents and their grown children. It is true that the

ties among family members are looser than in most other cultures.

But parents and their grown children are concerned about each

other and interested in the details of each other's lives. They

remain in contact and help each other when assistance is really

needed. Visits in both directions occur occasionaliy.

Sibilngs who are adults also remain in contact with each other.

However,rthe strength of this relationship often is not as
strong as that existing between parents and their grown child-
ren. Siblings are more likely to remain in frequent contact if
they have common interests, or if they were especially close as
children. In a few cases, siblings may lose contact.

(u§uallyfiirst cou§1ns).‘ Contacts between grandgarents and
grandchildren are frequent in many cases unless distalnce pre-

cludes visits; contacts with other relatives vary according to
interest and may be sporadic. A person may not even know all

of his first cousins. Communication bétWéen a person and his

or indirectly. Bowever, during the holiday,season at the end

of the year; greeting cards are usually exchanged.

Children in the U:S: generally are expected to determine the
course of their own education and to select their own careers.
They are expected to be guided in making these choices primarily

by their own interests; .abilities; and values: Perents may

have career aspirations for their children; but remain prepared
to accept their children's own choices: Parents feel justified

in becoming upset with a child who is wasting his talents:
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Point 10:

From this set of facts;, certain conclusions emerge:

1. Adults in the U.s. place extremely hlgh value on
1nd1V1duallsm, 1ndependence and their own per-—

2. After se1f-1nterest _an adult feels responsibility

her ghlld;en,(espec1a11y minor chxld;en) The
marriage bond is the basis for family life in the

U. S., it is stronger than the parent-chxld bond

,,,,,,

prever, parents and,tbelr adpltﬁcblldren rareiy
share the same household in the U.S.

4. After one's parents; an adult may or mag not feel

responsibility for other relatIves. For retatives

more distant than one's own sIbIIngs or grandchild-

ren, any feeling of responsibility is likely to be

very limited.

PART III -- THREE TYPES OF U.S. FAMILIES

Directions:

The purpose of Part III of this sessiom is to help the

members of your group become aware of the fact that there
are different types of families in the United States. In.
the research literature on U.S. families; three archetypal

varieties of families have been described: the structured
family, the open famlly, and the spontaneocus family. It
should be clear that very few actual families fall neatly
iﬁtd 6ﬁé df thésé thféé Catégéfiéé. Néﬁéithéléss, ﬁbst

directions than in e1ther of the other two.

In the students' manual, a one-page description is given

of each of three fictitious families. The Meyers family
is an example of a wholly structured pattern; tﬁé ‘Nestor

Reiss family is an example of a wholly spontaneous pat-
tern. A chart following the preparatory reading in this

Leader's Guide may help you form some generalizatioms

regarding the three types of families:

buring the time that remains in this session (about 50

mInutes), use the information in the students' manual

and in this Leader's Guide,; plus your own knowledge,; to

lead a discussion with respect to these three types of

families: Be sure to point out that the expression of

emotions varies from family to family, too. You should

expect that the students will want to discuss both their

natural and host families during this dxscussxon.
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History of Family Relations in the U.S.

In the 18005,7the Amerlcan famliy was an economlcaliy productxve unit.
In a nineteenth century farm famlly, all members of the household whe
were old enough worked at home to preduce food. Aithough there was
usually a division of labor according to sex roles —— with mother and
daughters worklng in the kitchen to preserve food and prepare meals,
and father and sons werklng in the fields -- both parents spent most

of their time working in the presence of their children.

The Industrial Revolution changed the life of the average American

family. Fathers who worked in industry were taken out of their homes
for most of each day, and mothers took on the parenting responsibil-
1t1es of both parents As the fam11y s surV1va1 depended on the fa—

Gradually, Americans begar- to assume that woiienl were not capable of
understanding the world of buSiness and that men were not capable of
understanding how to raise children. Althbugh many Americans no
longer hold this opinion, this imiagé of family roles has been strong,
and still affects life in the U.S.

New 3ob opportunltles in factories were also opening up for women, and
women's ability to earn their own momney encouraged them to seek more
rights in U.S. society. 1In 1920, women won the right to vote. Women
also won the r1ght to s1t on juriEs, to be co-guardians of their own
ch11dren, and to petltlon for divorce. This improved status for women

meant a relative decrease in the status of husbands and fathers.

b1rth rate; but also to a decrease in extended fam111es, live-in setr-
vants, and borders.

famlly,iehlld labor laws and mandatory_school attendenee dlm;n;shed
thie child's fj.jéé.'d'o’in to work. A new philosophy concérmning children
arose in the U.S., based largely on Freudian theory: The childhood
years were now ééén as crucial to personality development. The in-
creasing empliasis on the_1nd1V1dua1 also Lelped create an atmosphere
in which children's special needs were .felt to be of paramount impor-
tance. Pérénts téndéd tb bé ﬁdté ﬁérﬁissiVé ﬁith théit children in

As a feature of the decrease in parental authority; individuals in the
20th century almost always select their own spouses. The selection
criteria changed as well; romantic love became the most important cri-

terion for mate Beleetidn, Previously; eronomlc and ‘social factors
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these factors became 1ess important: Personal characteristics were

more 1mportant for a marriage whose primary purpose was increasingly

becoming companionship:

The Depression and World War II caused hardships for American families.

Birthrates dropped off sharply In 1930 the average annual rate of

population increase was 1:46%. By 1940, it was only 0.74%. During

the war years* employment 1ncreased at the same time as a good portion

of the male population was overseas. Women were recru1ted to fill

many JObS prev1ously held by mer. Many of these women had married

their husbands hastily as the men were leaving for war,* and took

these JObS to earn money, fill thelr time while their husbands fought
in the war, and to contribute to the war effort.

The end of World War II brought with it tremendous changes in ©:.s:
families. The servicemen came home from the war and promptly began
having children:. With many men now looking for jobs, women who had
held these jobs were replaced by returning servicemen, and the women

_ began to stay at home to, ralse the chlldren The U S Government en—

rap1d iticredse of 51ng1e—fam11y hou51ng in the suburbs. The b1rth—
rate leveled off in the 1950s, but remained high, so that by 1960,
20.5% of all families had three or more children under 18 years of
age (in contrast to 14.2% in 1950). During this "baby boom" era, the
economy prospered and it was not d1ff1cu1t for middle class fam111es
to buy a Home and raise several childreén on the father's ircote.

-- and is remembered fondly by some evern today -- it no longer repre-
sents,the,typ;cal American family. Today, only 16. 37 of the 56 million

faﬁiilieé in the U.S. are families w:Lth a father employed fu11 ~-time

; change which has occured”wlthln the past fifteen years 1is the rise
in the divorce rate, 1In 1980, for example, there were nearly half as
many dlvorces reglstered as _there were marriages in that year
(2,413,000 marriages and 1,182,000 divorces). The number of single-
parent families has 1ncreased 507 since 1969. While divorced people
frequently remarry (over 30% of all people marrying are remarrying),

near1y one ch11d 1n f1ve 11ves in a 51ng1e—parent family, and 80% of

Many children in the United States, then, are living with one parent
and ?iﬁitiﬁg the other. If one or the other of the parents has re-
married; the children will have step-parents; and possibly step- _
brothers and step—-sisters. DéVéloping these new relationships and ad—
justing to new marital situations is often difficult for the children
and thé ﬁarénté.f HoﬁéVér‘ thé grbﬁing pﬁblib accaptanca of divorCé

*The divorce rate rose for a brief perlod 1mmed1ate1y follow1ng World
War II, then dropped to its earlier 1eve1
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In the 1970s, American families found it increasingly difficult to
survive on the salary of the father alone. Through choice or through
'rié'cé's'sit'y, married women iﬁéréasiﬁgly became a part of the U.S. work-

However, these employed women . only earn about 59¢ for every $1 00 that
men earn. This earnings gap is roughly the same as the gap that exis-
ted between men and wcmen 1n 1939 Women have to work 9 days on the

e e e e e

four years of college still earn less than men with elghth-grade edu-

cations. Because more and more women need to work to support them-—

selves and their families; women have 1ncrea51ng1y recognized and
fought against these 1nequa11t1es. The women's liberation movement in
the U.S. has been active in trying to counter discrimination against

women in wages and employment opportunities.

The women's liberation movement has also helped bring about changes

within the family: A woman who holds down a full-time job like her

husband is more and more likely to 1n81st that her husband take on

half of the chores that need to be done in the home (although in most

U.S. homes it is still the woman who takes on the majority of house-

hold chores): Different families divide the housekeeping chores dif-

ferently; but in an 1ncrea81ng number of Amerlcan famllles, there is

no distinction between women's work and men's work: This 1s espec—

ially true for couples who are well-educated and fairly young.

At the same time, there is an opposing movement, sometimes called the

pro—family movement . This movement seeks to re—establish as the

normal pattern the famiiy with the WIfe in the role of full-time home-

maker Proponents of the pto—famliy ‘movement believe that ch11dren

need full-time access to their mothers, and that families who do not

fit the tradItIonal model are less stable and may be the cause for a

general breakdown in the mora1 values of U.s: soclety The pro—family

movement has recently been very active on the poiltlcai scene; Oppos-—
ing the Equal Rights Amendment (which would amend the U.S. Constltu-
tion to guarantee women r1ghts equlvalent to those of men) d
work1ng to proh1b1t abort1on’ These and other political actlons are
seen as part of an effort to brlng about a change in society so that
traditional family patterns can thrive.

Describing Family .and Kinship in the U.S.

The U.S. Census defines a family as two or more individuals sharing a

household who are related by blood; marriage; or adoption. U.S.
families are most likely to contain parents and their young children;

or a married couple living alone. Adults who are single; divorced;

or widowed are more likely to live alone; or with their small children

if they have any; than to live with other relatives: Chxldren are ex-

[ - e— ———

pected to leave their parents' home when they are adults =- even if

they have not married:. Elderly parents generally prefer to live in
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 their own households as long as they are able; rather than live with

their grown children:

It should not be assumed that parents are unconcerned about their

grown children simply because they so rarely live in the same house-

hold: Rathzr; the parents and the children both assume that they

Parents in the U:S: will

should live independently of each other:

frequently help their grown childrem to live independently by giving

them or lending them money for a down-payment on a home of théir own.

They will also assist their married children by offering to babysit

for the grandchildren:. A mother is likely to travel hundreds or

thousands of miles if necessary to assist her daughter when the daugh-

ter is having a baby:

Grown children are also quIte concerned about their elderly parents,

and will travel to be with them when they are ill; or help financially

if necessary:. Again, though, the assumption is that it is preferable

for the eideriy parents to maintain as-much independence as poss1b1e.

It is seen as somewhat degrading for the elderly to have to depend on

their children since it means that they have lost the highly prized

ab111ty to take Care of their own lives. Similarly; adults who live

in theIr parents home feei the need to move out to show that they are

strong. Brothers and sisters who are adults may see each other regu-
1ar1y if they live in the same town. Even if they live in different
cities, they may keep in frequent contact through phone calls,rletters
and an occasional visit. However, adiults in the U.S. do not always
feel a strong obligation to their brothers and sisters. If the sib-
lings do not share a common interest, or if they were not close -- or
were antagoniStic -~ in childhood, they are not as likely to be close

cousins. In general an Amerlcan w111 at 1east know the names of
these relatives and may be in regular contact with them., Indirect
commun1cat1on ofted exlsts,,however., Some re1at1ves 1n the extended

In this way a woman talk;ng wlth her mother may 1earn that,her,nephew
hias 3 new job, for exadmple, instead of leartniifig about it directly
from the nephew.

Maintaining contact with relatives outside the immediate family is
frequenitly handled by the women in the family. This is not a striet
rule, buc géﬁérally che wifé will arréﬁge viéicé with relativeé, will

he,exgected to live w1th h;s or,her,kln.,,Thls Would be unusual 1n,the
United States. Instead; the widowed or divorced parent is expected
to find another spouse. Friends and relatives may even attempt to ar-




range meet1ngs with suitable potent1a1 mates, and encourage the newly

single person to date after a suitable time; so that he or she may

soon find a new spouse and be part of a fam11y again.

Although in gsome families children may be urged to join in a family

business or follow a certain occupat1on that is traditional in the

family (especially doctors and lawyers, and possibly entertainers),

parents usually expect that their children will choose their owm

carrers and their own spouses. Parents in the U.S. feel that it is

important for their children to make these decdisons concernlng their
future, since this is a display of their 1ndependence and assures the
parents that the1r children will be able to survive on their own. On

the other hand parents may become upset when the1r ch11dren who have

Each family operates in its own, unique fashion. The way in which a

family organizes itself reflects the needs and personalities of the

family members and is subject to change as the circumstances of the

family change:

Family researchers David Kantor and William Lehr have studied aiﬁiée

variety of families in the U.S. and have concluded that there is no

one ideal family type’ but that any of a variety of family patterns

can work effectively to maintain a happy family. The three types

of families discussed below show in stereotypical fashion how differ-

ent families may organlze their lives. All three family types can be

considered normail,; healthy, and happy:

e THE STRUCTURED FAMILY: The Meyers family, described in the students'

manual, is an example of a structuredrfam1iy. In a structured family,

the parents set goals for the family unit,; and each member is expected

to contr1bute hIs or her share toward that goai The Meyers children

do not question their respon81b111t1es for househoId chores and home-

~ work: With their parents, they work to make sure that the household

runs smoothly. Order is necessary for the structured famlly, and time .

is scheduled. In the Meyers family even relaxation activities are

scheduled to fit in with the iarger goals of getting homework done and

--C e _TT_e e M T T T Lo {

eating d1nner. Rooms and spaces in the closed family have a part1cu—

lar use at a part1cu1ar time. TIn the Meyers family the dining table

is for eatlng at 6 o'clock and for homework at 7:30. To every activ-

ity there is a structure -- a time and a place for engaging in that
activity:

® THE OPEN FAMILY: The open fam11y is character1zed by consensus.
Fam11y members come to an agreement about what goals the fam11y has,
used. This consensus is constantly evolv1ng as daily circumstances
demand. 1In the Neastor family, there is an &agreemient that children
will let parents know in some way when they will be late or absent for
dinner. There is some agreement about who washes dishes. But these
agreements only amount to guidelines, and there is room for flexibil-~
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ity in the open family. This is why Linda Nestor can bargain to get
out of washing the disheés when a more interesting. acnivity preserted
itself. The use of space and time is more flexible than in the struc-
tured family. Any activity can be postponed or interrupted by a more
iﬁtéréétiﬁg 6ﬁé, thé diéhéé éﬁd hbﬁéwbrk wéit ﬁﬁtil compény leaves,

e THE SPONTANEOUS FAMILY: The individual in a spontaneocus family sets
his or her own goals. When these goals come in conflict with those of

any,ogher act1v1ty, at v1rtua11y,any,t1me,of,day orfnlght" 7Rooms are
used for whatever purpose the individual desires. David Reiss can eat
in his bedroom if he chooses; and Kevin is free to sleep in the living
room._ Most decisions are made on the spur of the moment by the indi-
vidual family members. Participation in activities with other members
of the féﬁily 1s 'strictly voluntary; no member is forced to join in on

Each person has had dinner:

Each child has done homework:

Each famlly member has enjoyed some recreation.

Children in each family have had an opportunity to share the

day's events with their parents.

Each family has washed the dishes.

However §§§75E§}§§7§5§§7§5§7fé@iiiééiﬁéé to accomplish these things

reflect basic differences in the ideals concerning family relation-

ships that each family holds: In the structured family,; the parents

feel the need to maintain control, and see themselves as heads of the

fumlly.r The open famxly would consider itself to be more democratlc,

since all members are able to propose goals for the family and have a

say in selecting activities. The spontaneous family tries to keep

multlple options open for each member by allowing each individual to

select his or her own goals and activities.

Most U.S8. families have a mixture of styles: One family ﬁé§ have

structured mornings as the members nave to schedule time in the bath-

room, eat breakfast; pack lunches, and get ready for school and work.

This same famliy may become very spontaneous once shcool and work are

finished. An otherwise open family may have specific Saturday chores

set down by the parents, and may ressemble a structured family during

that time.

The case studies focus on the activities of the family types. There
are also different styles of expressing feelings within the family:
Families may be reserved with their emotions. In such families, mem-
bers seldom openly show affection or anger towards other members of
the family. Other families may openly show affection, but may try to
conttol their anger by redirecting it, or leaving the situation for a
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time. Still other families feel that all emotions —- positive and
negative --— should be expressed freely. It does not follow, however,
that structured families are reserved, open families show affection
only, and spontaneous families express their emotions freely. A
family whose activities are highly structured may or may not be re-

taneous family may have some unspoken guidelines about how and when
emotions are expressed.

Each family, then; is complex in its make-up. A family creates a
lifestyle that will be an appropriate strategy for its survival.

David Kantor and William Lehr; Inside the Family. (San Francisco:
Jossey-Bass, 1976).




Some Generalizatioms About Three Types of Families Found in the U.S.A.
Type
The STRUCTURED Famlly The OPEN Fam11y The SPONTANEOUS Family
— I - { - __|

Time is strictly:rsched-

Time Is Ioosely sched-

Time is not scheduled:

Use of g 4 bl s

o uled in advance: Acti-| uled in advance. Acti- | Activities are taken
Time v1t1es occur on time. vities may be postponed.| up spontaneously.

tise of I Individual spaces have Ind1v1dua1 gpaces have Individual spaces have
- specific purposes that specific purposes that multiple purposes that
pat may vary on schedule. may vary as needed. may Gverlap in time.

Decision-

Making:

MaJor decxsxons are made

by parents, children may

or may not be consulted.

MaJ r decisions are ar-

rived at through consen-

sus of family members:

i@&iii&ﬁiié make most

decisions; the family

does little as a group:

Character of
Famitly

Interaction:

Parents and children
Wwork together to make
things run smoothly.

Parents and children
compromise to satisfy
needs of one and alil:

Ind1v1duala pursue own

activities; family ac- :

tivities are voluntary:

Character of
Interaction

witn Others:

3

Interactions with out-
sxders are planned well
in advance:

Interactions with out-

siders may be either

planned or spontaneous.

Numerous interactions

with outsiders occur

spontaneously.

Defining S o -
Concept: Order. Democracy. Individualism.
- : . T o ) ) T
Example: The Meyers family. The Nestor family. The Reiss family.




The Meyers Family

Jane and Bill Meyers get off the school bus and ImmedIately go home

to do their chores. 1In the kitchen Jane finds a note from her mother

Yrth rnstrugtronsifor the evenlng meal. She scrubs the potatoes and
puts them in the oven accordIng to her mother's dlrectlons. Bill's

job today is to clean out the garage, so he changes his clothes first

and then hurries out to the garage.

On bis way home from work Mr. Meyers plcks up hls wife at her office.

They are home by 5: 36 Mr and MrS’ Meyers greet the1r chlldren warmly

and Bill know that the1r parents need time alone to unw1nd from their

hectic jobs, so they stay out of the 11v1ng rooi, Jane busies her-

self with the last minute preparations for d1nner while Bill sets the

table. They tease each other while they work.

At 6:00 the family gathers at the dinner table for the evening meal.

Father says the .blessing before d1nner, then everyone beg1ns to eat.

During the dinner, father and mother praise Jane's cooking and the

Improved appearance of the garage. D1nner is the time for family dls—

cassion; and each member contributes somethlng Jane is excited aboit

making the gIrl s basketball team and discusses with her parents how

she will be able to attend practlees and games and Stlll ~keep up with

her chores. Bill would like permission to go on a bike tour this

weekend with his Scout troop. Father wants to know more about the

bike tour before he gives hls perm1s51on, but he th1nks that 1t w1ll

ner. '"Don't forget that your grandmother is v151t1ng us for dinner
this Sunday," he reminds Bill.

After dinmer the children clear the table and go up to _their rooms.
Father wipes the table while mother starts doing the dishes. Jane
and Blll now have about a half—hour to_do_as_they please. Jane uses
her time to practice the flute, while Bill cleans out his aquarium

and feeds his tropical fish.

At 7:30 Jane and Bill bring their homework to the d1n1ng table to work
on lt’ Mr. Meyers feel that homework 1s an 1mportant part of every

tlme. Fortunately,the Meyers chlldren do well in school, and Mr.
Meyers is convinced that his system is largely responsible for his
children's succeéss in school.

When both children have finished their homework mother and father
join them in front of the TV, since they like to know what the child-
ren are watchlng., There &dre Somie programs whlch the children are not

altowed to watch because they are too violent. Father has made some
popcorn and lemonade for everyone; and br1ng3 it into the living room

it 10:00 the chlldren must _go toibéd. ﬁa@éver; since Jane is a littlé
older and is always ready for sthool on time; she is allowed to read

light. Aftér the childrén go to bed the Meyers parents either read or

watch TV until about 11:00 when they, too, go to bed.
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The Nestor Family

When school ends,

Linda Nestor calls her mother at work to teli her

that she got a part_in the school play and will need to stay after

school tonight ﬁntil 6 00
home froﬁ work.,

_ Mother offers to p1ck L1nda ‘up on the. way

else is plannéd so,he,assumes that,h1s wife and L1nda will be home

forfdlnner.
decides to make a salad for dinner.
home.

He looks into the refrigerator;

Linda is full of news about the play.

grabs himself a beer, and

At 6:30 Linda and her mother come
Mother asks Linda to set

the table and mother ‘makes some hamburgers to go along with the salad.

three wlne glasses and some wine.
calls for a Celebration," he says.
not often that she is allowed a glass

After dinder mother warns Linda that she should start her homework.

As Linda leaves the table; however,
kitchen. Mother; father,

"Gettxng a part in the school plav

Linda is delighted; since it is

s of wine.

Jennifer and Leslie run into the

and Linda wish Leslie a happy birthday, and

the two girls tell about the b1rthday cake they had at the restaurant.

"Hello!
k1tthen" yells Mr.

Anybody home?" call Leslie'

up' to her’ bedroom:“*Father exptains

tonight, and calls on Linda to teill
to learn that Les};eis”motherigsi}ni

s parents from the door:

"fn the

Nestor; and Leslie's parents come in:

e coffee; while Jennifer takes Leslie

that Lindz ('so had a celebration
tlnda is surprlsed

about the pia

chat animatedly about their upcomlng productions while father makes the

coffee and mother hastily carries the dishes to the sink.

Linda stays

in the kitchen talking with the adults for nearly an hour.

After Leslie and her parents leave, mother reminds Linda that it is her

night to do the dishes:

Linda compiaIns because she has 80 murh home-

work tonight that she cannot wash dishes and still get all of it done.

Mother thznks that LInda shouid have washed dlshes or done homework in~

homework comes first. The parents
Linda promises to do them tomorrow:

The parents agree to do the dishes as long as

Linda rushes to do hHer homework.

Wh11e the parents are washlng the dishes; Jennifek comes down to thp

kitchen to ask for help with her math homework:

Mother and Jennlfer

sit down at the table to work on the problems together while father

finishes up the dishes:

Later that nIght, as the parents prepare for bed, mother checks in on

Linda; who is still working on her homework:
( Linda guesses she will be up another
Mother spends a few more minutes with Llnda, expressing worry

going to be up?" asks mother:

hour.

"How much longer are you

that Linda will wear herselfront with the play on top of so much home-

work.

Linda kisses her mother and prumises to take care of herself.

Mother says goodnight, and leaves Linda to her studies.

fl
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The Reiss Family

Kevin Reiss comes home from school with his friend; Brian. _The boys
are excited because Kevin was elected to the student couacil this
afternoon at school. They go straight to the kitchen and pour them-
selves some Coke. Kevin and Brian search through the refrigerator and
cabinets looking for something to eat. They decide to make grilled
cheeée éandﬁioheé and ‘use the brownle m1x to make some brownles When

Kevin's brother, Dav1d _arrives home a bit later. He stopped at the

store after school and bought a record album; so he rushes up to his
room to play the new album and turns the volume up for his favorite
song. Kevin yells at David because he can't hear the TV; David yells
back that he has to play it loud in order to hear his song over the
TV. Brian suggests that they go to his house to watch television in-

stead, so Kevin and Brian leave.

When mother arrives home she smells somethlng burn1ng and pulls the

partially burnt brownies from the oven: David comes downstairs and

talks with mother about a problem he's having in one of his classes:

Afterwards, David stares at the burnt brownies and jokes that they

should go bu} some ice cream to put on top of the brownies. Mother

thinks that ice cream sounds good by itseilf, and Pavid and mother go

to the store for ice cream:

Mr. Reiss sees a "Kentucky Fried Chicken" 79nih}siyagihomerfromiyork

stops in and buys a bucket of fried chicken for dinner:. When he

arrives home he fixes a plate of chicken for himself and leaves the

rest of the chicken on the table for the fam11y He eats his d1nner

quickly, then hurries outside to work in the garden before dark.

Meanunite; mother and David return with the ice cream David sees the

chicken, grabs a couple of pieces and takes them up to hIS bedrooi.

David eats his dinner while he does his homework: His mew album plays

in the background.

Mother fixes herself a bowl of ice cream and tries one of the burnt

brownies: She 1looks out the window and sees her husband with KeVIn,

who has just come back from Brian's: Outside, Kevim is telling father

about his e1ectlon to the student council; Father tistens wh11e he

and Kevin finish up the garden work; and the two of them walk to the

the house together to tell mother Kevin's news:

Later that evenzng, some of Dav1d s frlends come over to hear his new

album: Kevin setttes down on the sofa to do hlS homework,; and Mr. and

Mrs. Reiss decide to go out for a quick drink at their ciub.

When the Reiss parents return, they find Kev1n asleep on the sofa --
where he will spend the uight. One of DaV1d s friends needs a ride
home, and father offers to drive him. Mother goes into the kltchen
and decides to have some of the chicken. She makes a salad to go with
it and sits down to eat at the kitchen table. In a few minutes father
and Dav;d return from d21V1ng David's frlend home. David goes to bed,
but father joins his wife in the kitchen and has a bowl of ice cream.
Afterwards he and his wife wash the dishes together, and go to bed.
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_MARRIED COUPLES WITHOUT OWN HOUSEHOLDS: Percent, USA, 1940-1980.
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The general trend in the U.S. has been for married couples (whether

very young or very oid) to maintain their own private households un-

less it is absolutely impossible for them to do so. The percentage

of those without their own household has been extraordinarily low

in recent years. (Source: U.S. Census data)
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The dlvorce rate 1ncreased slowly between 1900 and 1960 but aince
1960 it has shown much more rapid gains. (Source: The Wbrld Almanac
and Book of Facts 1981)




HOLD SIZE: Percent of all househiolds containing
r one or seven+ persons: 1790, 1900, 1930-1980.
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he past fifty years; an historic change has
lace in the size of U.S. households. The per-
of households with only one person has in-
sharply; wh11e ‘the percentage of those with

- U.S. Census data)

FERTILITY RATE: Live births per 1000 woten aged
15 to 44: 1940-1976. f
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The "baby boom" in the United States lasted from the

end of World War Two until the early 1960s. The high
point was reached in 1957; when there were 122.7 live
births per 1000 women of ch11dbear1ng age. Recently,

the birth rate has fallen to a very low level.
. (Source: U.S. Census data)
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have just purchased. It is a large house with a two-car garage;
set well back from the street in a beautiful lawn with many hand-
some old trees, located in a middle-class suburban neighborhood
with excellent schools and a big shopping center. They have been

able to achieve the American dream!

In the early 1980s, a scene such as this is only a dream for almost

all young and middie-aged couples in the United States. A spacious

house such as this costs so much money that almost no one can afford

it; not even if their parents are wiliing to help fimamcially: The
reality today is that most couples buying a home for the first time
have to settle either for a small and modest house in a deteriorat-
ing neighborhood; or for a tiny condominium or cooperative apartment.
And a great many young couples simply cannot afford to purchase any
real estate, and continue to live year after year in rented houses

Y apartments.
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Source: Jules Feiffer. The Unexpurgated Memoirs of Bernard
Mergendeiler. Random House (New York, NY), 1959.
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